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Ir Bubmitting to the public another ▼oiume of my detective 
experiences, I desire to reiterate the assertions contained in all 
previous works. The stories, as related by me, are essentiaUy 
trae; the incidents depicted have occurred, and the people of 
whom I treat, were, and many of them are, living men and 
women. It is only in the locality of the scenes enacted, and in 
the names, which I have given to the actors in thene criminal 
dramas, that a variance with truth may be successfully alle^^ed. 
In thus concealing the identity of those, whose crimes have 
brought them under the penalties of the law, I have been actu- 
ated by a sincere desire for their eventual reformation, aiid X 
have, therefore, withheld their real names, in order that no undue 
o1)6tacles to that much desired reformation should be placed in 
their way. 

In the "Double Live/' I have endeavored to portray the 
itrange career of a man, who for years moved in the best circles 
of society, who was universally respected, and regarded as a lead- 
ing man in the community where he resided, and yet who wa^ for 
years associated with hardened criminals, and act;vely engaged in 
criminal exploits The life of this man affords a strangely sad 
study to the philosophic mind, and his final discovery and punish- 
ment is but the natural and inevitable result of evil deeds. 

In "From the Bank to the Prison," there will be found a 
rehUion of crime and its detection, which should serve as a fearful 
warning to all young men of the present day, who may be tempted 
from the path of honor. In this era of extravagant living, many 
young men, carefully reared, have accepted positions of great 
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trust and lesponBibility, and, though gifted witn abilitkes which 
qualify them to adorn any station to which they may advance, 
they have, in a moment of weakness, allowed themselves to be 
corrupted by the mania for speculation, or the tendency to fast 
living. Their moderate salaries have been insufficient for lavish 
expenditures, and in the end they have appropriated the moneys 
of their employers. One fatal step of this kind taken, and tho 
descent is swift and easy. Their speculations are sure to be dis- 
covered, and at last the brightest promises of an honorable man- 
hood are blighted — the trusted employe becomes a felon, and the 
prison's dark walls hide, for a time, the crushed and broken man 
and his misery from the mournful gaze of the world. 

In the other narratives which follow, I have treated of various 
phases of criminal practices, in the hope, that I may, while inter- 
esting my readers in the romance of detective operations, point 
out to all the enduring moral of strict integrity and honorable 
conduct. Vice may triumph for a time, crime may flaunt its vic- 
tories in the face of honest toilers, but in the end the law will 
follow the wi'ong-doer to a bitter fate, and dishonor and punish- 
ment will be the portion of those who sin. 

AliLAN PmXSBTOV. 



PUBLISHER'S NOTE. 

SiNCB the following experiences were penned, their author hat 
passed away from earth. After a long life of valuable service to 
the cause of honorable humanity, Allan Rnker^on, the great de- 
tective, has laid down the burden, and now rests from his labors. 
He died at his hams in Chicago, on July 1, 1884^ at the age of 65 
years. 
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A DOUBLE LIFE. 



OHAPTEB I. 



The rMerf — My agency notified— SupieUnu — The punuU eem* 

meneed. 

rr^HE twenty-sixth day of July 186-, was one of the 
-*^ most oppressively warm days that I remember to 
haye experienced. The atmosphere was heavy^ the 
burning rays of the sun reflected with intense power 
f] om the white walls of the houses and from the white 
stone sidewalks^ poured down incessantly upon the weak 
and sweltering community with a power that was truly 
prostrating. About four o'clock in the afternoon, how- 
ever, the wind suddenly veered around to the eastward, 
and almost immediately afterwards the city was covered 
with a dense black cloud, which completely obscured 
the sun, and rendered gaslight a necessity. Soon the 
air reverberated with a sharp peal of heavy thunder. 
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accompanied by a flash of lightning, startling in its 
vividness, then came the rain ; a drenching deluge that 
threatened to submerge the city. Ever and anon the 
thunder rolled through the sky, the air seemed charged 
with electricity, and the lightning flashed at frequent 
intervals. 

The scene was truly grand and awe-inspiring, and as 
I looked out from my oflSce window at the warring ele- 
ments, I could not fail but be deeply impressed with 
the grandeur of the scene, and my mind was filled with 
thoughts of the wonderful and marvelous operations of 
nature. 

I had been considerably burdened during the day 
with a multitude of operations which required much 
consideration and prolific correspondence, and feeling 
exceedingly fatigued by the heat of the weather, I hailed 
with delight this sudden and invigorating change which 
had taken place. 

My reveries were interrupted however by the en- 
trance of a precociius messenger boy, whose rubber 
clothing was dripping with the rain^ and who presented 
to me a dispatch. 

TTpon hastily removing the enclosure, I found the 
communication to be one informing me that the safe be- 
longing to the Howard Express Company at Troyville, 
in Pennsylvania, had, three days previously, been bro- 
ken into, and that the thieves had succeeded in carrying 
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oS nearly fifteen thousand dollars in money^ and other 
yalnables. The commnnication also requested my 
prompt attention to the matter. 

The Howard Express Company^ even at that time^ 
was one of the leading forwarding agencies of the coun- 
try. Their headquarters were in the city of Baltimore^ 
Maryland^ but their branch ofBccs extended through the 
everal adjoining states. It was a branch and under the 
control of the great Adams Company, whose fame is 
world-wide^ and whose agencies extend to every section 
of our great country. 

I had previously been engaged in many important 
operations for this company, in which they had been pri- 
marily great sufferers, but in every instance thus far, I 
had been successful ultimately, not only in recovering 
nearly the whole amount of the stolen property, but in 
bringing the criminals who had despoiled them, to jus- 
tice. 

Upon the receipt of this message, I determined to 
commence operations at once. Delays are always dan- 
gerous, and therefore, notwithstanding the condition of 
the weather, and as there was an eastern bound train 
leaving Chicago that evening, I immediately dispatched 
my General Superintendent, George H. Bangs and four 
operatives to the scene of the robbery, with directions to 
examine carefully into every fact in relation to the mat- 
ter and to leave no stone unturned in their efforts to 
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ferret out the perpetrators of this crime, and to securey 
if possible, the recovery of the stolen property. 

Mr. Bangs at once left Chicago and in due time ar- 
rived at Troyville, where, in company with the met 
under his command, he took up his quarters at the ho- 
tel, and prepared for the investigation. 

In order to avoid suspicion attaching to the men who 
accompanied him, they were directed to locate them- 
selves at the various hotels in the place, and to carefully 
note the actions of any one they met, in order to discov- 
er, if possible, any person whose movements might ex- 
cite suspicion and who would therefore require watching. 

Having completed his preliminary arrangements, on 
the following morning Mr. Bangs sought and obtained 
an interview with the agent of the company, Mr. Wil- 
liam Linwood, who was in charge of the office at the 
time of the occurrence, and who had first discovered the 
robbery on the morning succeeding. 

Troyville is a beautiful, thriving little village, situate 
in the northern part of Pennsylvania, and contained, at 
this time, about twelve hundred inhabitants. It is built 
upon a slight elevation of ground, and commands a fair 
view of the surrounding country. Cedar Creek, a beau- 
tiful stream of water, runs through the extensive and 
highly cultivated farming district which lies beyond. 

Here, from our point of observation, are spread be- 
fore the view the well-tilled farms^ with their cftpacM)U8 
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barns and ont-buildings^ which^ with the nea . farm- 
houses nestling beneath the sheltering, branches of the 
grand old trees, form a picture of rural beauty and 
comfort scarcely excelled. Far away are seen the huge 
mountains, which seem to raise up their towering forms 
as an effectual barrier — not only before the vision, but 
to the extension of our knowledge of the world which 
lies beyond. 

Not so, however, for the puflSng of the locomotive 
and the clicking of the telegraph tell at once that Troy- 
ville is in direct communication with all the sections of 
our continent. Their merchants do a thriving business 
and various hotels afford accommodation to the numer- 
ous guests who make this place a favorite resort during 
the warm summer months. 

The village is located upon the line of the Northern 
Central Railway, which affords an easy market for the 
disposition of the products of the soil, and for the busi- 
ness purposes of the town now rapidly growing in impor- 
tance and prosperity. 

The citizens being, for the most part, industrious^ 
easy-going people, were considerably shocked at the 
commission of this robbery in their midst, and were 
exceedingly anxious that the thieves should be caught 
and the money recovered. 

The railway station in which the Express Offioe it 
establishid was situated about half a mile from th« bni- 



16 THB ROBBERY. 

iness portion of the town and was comparatiyely isolated 
from the surronnding houses^ thus affording an excellent 
opportunity for the depredation^ and insuring almost 
entire immunity from detection. There were no build- 
ings within fifty rods of the depot, and as no watchman 
was employed to guard the premises at night, the oper- 
ations of the thieves were, naturally, undiscovered, and 
their labors undisturbed until, upon opening the doors 
upon the following morning, the broken safe and dis- 
ordered appearance of the interior awakened the aston- 
ished agent to a realizing sense of the proceedings of 
the night before. 

He at once rushed out and gave the alarm, and since 
that time various efforts had been made to discover the 
perpetrators of the crime but without avail : so, finding 
their unskilled attempts at detection unsuccessful, I had 
been notified by the President of the Company, and 
requested to undertake the capture of the robbers. 

Mr. Lin wood, the gentleman in charge of the oflSce 
at Troyville, occupied the dual position of station agent 
and agent for the Express Company, using the safe in 
his office as a repository for the express packages of 
value, and for the tickets, money and accounts of the 
railroad company. 

Mr. Linwood was, to all appearances, a very honest, 
industrious man, and one against whom no suspicion 
could reMonably be formed, and auksequent events fullj 



TOE BOBBEBT. If 

justified the belief in his innocence thus entertained. 
A few minutes conyersation with him soon demonstrated 
the fact that he was entirely innocent of any connection 
with the matter whatever. 

He related his story in a straightforward, intelligent 
manner, which, while ii expressed his great anxiety 
about the unfortunate affair and his humiliation at its 
occurrence, at the same time gave no indication of a 
desire to conceal anything that would aid the officers in 
their search for the individuals who had so successfully 
possessed themselves of the property of the Express 
Gompany. On the contrary, he seemed most anxious 
for their apprehension. 

From his statement it was learned that he had locked 
up the office securely on the evening previous to the 

* 

robbery, and had gone home entirely unconscious of the 
state of affairs that would greet him upon the morrow. 
Inquiries soon developed the fact that he was a man 
who had, from his boyhood, conducted himself in an 
honorable, upright manner, and it seemed utterly impos- 
sible that, having reached the age of forty years, and 
all of them honorably spent in the locality in which he 
was at present engaged, he could have committed this 
crime. 

Admitting all these facts as convincing proofs of the 
integrity of Mr. Linwood, the attention of Mr. Bangs 
was necessarily directed toward the discovery of other 
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parties, who might not be able to so sncoessf nlly aooonnl 
for themselyesy in the matter now in hand. 

The contents of the safe were ascertained to be : 

Thirty U. S. ^ Bonds . . . $50.00 each • . $1,500.00 

(Nos. 163737 to 163766) 

Ninety '* " ** ''••. $100.00 each. . 9,000.00 

(Nos. 259828 to 259917) 

and money packages of yarions denomina- 
tions which aggregated to 4,500.0C 



which made the total loss to the company $15,000.00 

A number of coupon tickets issued by the Bailroad 
Company were also taken. 

Mr. Linwood further informed Mr. Bangs that two 
suspicious persons had made their appearance in Troy- 
yille on the morning preceding the robbery and had 
registered their names as 

B. S. Davis and 
O. Cromwell, 

and from the aocount giyen of the actions of these men 
there seemed to be but little doubt that they were the 
robbers. They had left the town early on the morning 
of the robbery, since which time nothing had been heard 
from them. 

It was further ascertained that no systematic endeay- 
ors bad been made to get upon the trail of these mra, or 
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to follow them in order to learn of their movements^ thoii 
manner of leavings or their probable place of destination. 

These meagre facts^ as may be imagined^ were not 
Tery assuring and afforded no favorable opportunity for 
a commencement of our labors^ but as this was all the 
information that could be deriyed^ we were forced to 
accept it for what yalue it possessed. 

In order however to acquire fuller particulars of these 
men, Mr. Bangs returned to the Troyyille House and 
requested an interview with the smiling faced landlord 
who appeared to be greatly interested in the affair, and 
who very cheerfully accorded all the information in his 
power to communicate. 

As the men were entirely unknown to the citizens, it 
became necessary to obtain a more correct description of 
them than it had, as yet, been possible to secure, and 
after numerous inquiries the following facts were elici- 
ted which, in the absence of more particular information, 
were to form the ground work for our future action. 

On the morning previous to the robbery, two men 
arrived at Troyville at about eight o'clock. They pro- 
ceeded to a small hotel near the depot, and ordered 
their breakfast, saying at the time that they were 
drovers, and were going out into the country for the 
purpose of buying stock 'n that vicinity. 

After having partaken of their breakfast, they went 
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immediately to the Troyyille House and registered their 
names as 

B. 8. Davis, ) 

> Worcester, Mass. 
O. Cromwellj ) 

They then went to a livery stable in the town and 
obtained a horse and bnggy, stating that they were 
going to a town a few miles distant, and wonld return 
in the afternoon. They did not, however, return until 
about eleven o'clock at night, when they again put up 
at the Troyville House. They appeared to be very rest- 
less and uneasy, frequently talking together privately, 
and excited considerable comment among the guests 
and others who were seated about the Hotel. They 
paid their bills before retiring for the night, and from 
that time nothing further was seen or heard of them. 
They disappeared during the night and in the morning 
the robbery was discovered, and suspicion at once 
attached to them. 

On further investigation, Mr. Bangs was positive that 
they had not taken their departure upon any of the 
railroad trains leaving the place, and he resolved to 
scour the country round about in order to discover some 
traces of their flight. 

The man called Davis appeared to have been about 
thirty years of age, stoutly built, aud about five feet 
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nine inches high. His hair was of a brownish color 
and rather short, and he wore dark fnll side whiskers. 

Cromwell was abont for!;y-fiye years of age^ abont 
five feet eleven inches high^ slim build, dark complex- 
ion, dark hair and full beard. 

A description of their dress was also obtained as 
nearly as could be remembered by those who had 
noticed them, and also the fact that they carried with 
them a black leather satchel which appeared to contain 
something much heavier than ordinary clothing. 

An examination of the Express Office and sale dis- 
closed the fact that the thieves ha4 obtained an 
entrance by prying open the window of the building that 
overlooked the track, and that the safe had been 
opened by exploding powder which had been inserted 
into the key-hole. The safe was an old-fashioned one^ 
and offered no very decided resistance to the efforts of 
the thieves, whoever they were, in effecting their 
desired object. 

Further proof of this was adduced from a gentleman 
who resided in a dwelling, the nearest to the station, 
and who, upon the night of the robbery was awakened 
about two o'clock by the sudden illness of his wife. He 
distinctly remember 3d hearing at that time, a noise that 
resembled a smotheied explosion, and the sound seemed 
to come from the direction of the depot. It seemed 
evident, therefore, that the thieves must have been 
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operating at that time^ and consequently they tnnst 
have left the town at or about three o'clock *.n th«» 
morning. 

Fiye days had now elapsed since the crime was com- 
mittedy and even if they had traveled on foot they liad 
no doubt proceeded far upon their journey before our 
pursuit was began. 

Begardless of this fact^ howeyer, Mr. Bangs deter- 
mined to pursue the course agreed upon, as the only 
feasible one under the circumstances. He accordingly 
had private interyiews with the four operatives who had 
been detailed to assist him, and furnishing them with a 
description of the two suspected men, and with fac- 
similes of their signatures upon the register of the 
Hotels he directed them to procure horses, and scour 
the country in all directions for any trace of the men or 
any report of their journey. 

It must be confessed that the prospects at the outset 
were neither bright or promising, but we were resolved 
to do all that could be done under the circumstances, 
and to leave no effort untried that would contributo to 
success. 

Having a full list of the bonds which weie carried 
off^ I immediately had circulars printed, acquainting all 
bankers and brokers with the fact of thair having been 
stolen, and requesting them to be upon their guard 
should the same be presentei) icr ^c 
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^ The Treasury Pepartment was commnnicated with, 
and it was ascertained from them that the bonds having 
been intercepted and stolen on their passage to the par- 
ties to whom they were consigned, would be regarded 
oy the Government as though they had never been 
issued by the United States, and that the secretary of 
the treasury had ordered the payment of the said bonds 
stopped should they be offered for that purpose. This 
f^t was also mentioned in the circulars which I 
prepared. 

The action of the Government in this matter maten- 
ally lessened the amount of loss incurred by the Express 
Company, who are responsible to the parties who con- 
fide to them their goods and merchandise for the 
purpose of transportation, and who are required to 
indemnify all such parties for whatever loss may be 
sustained while said goods are in their charge. 

Notwithstanding this fact the company were thor- 
oughly in earnest in their desire to have these men 
brought to justice. They had been the victims at vari- 
ous times prior to this of robbers and thieves, and their 
only safety and security for the future, lay in making 
examples of the malefactors in order to deter others 
from attempting similar operations. 

Our pursuit was therefore commenced and although 
its 'ncipiency was clouded and obscured, the prosecu- 
tion of ou" investigation developed a systematic course 
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of crime^ which, while it resulted unfortunately to ihd 
parties implicated, possessed many features that were at 
once interesting and romantic. 



CHAPTER IL 



(kMands^TIm BeaUh Farmer-^Arehibald MacDanaM at Emu 

TN the northwestern part of the state of Indiana, and 
-■- about twelve miles from the shores of Lake Michi- 
gan lies the thriving village of Oaklands, immediately 
bordering a beautiful prairie, the soil of which is 
extremely rich and well-cultivated. The village is the 
center of an active and extensive trade. Various public 
institutions are located here and many of the residents 
of the village and surrounding country are possessed of 
a refinement and culture that is not often found in rural 
Western settlements. 

The surface of the land extending for miles around 
is nearly level, or slightly undulating, until it reaches 
the hills of sand near the borders of the Lake, ana enor- 
mous crops of wheat and bay are annually gathered 
which contribute materially to the enrichment of the 
agriculturist, and naturally, to tbe extension and 
improvement of the village. 
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Railroad facilities are abundant^ and Oaklands lids 
fair, in a rery few years, to riyal in importance and 
trade many of the older towns in this wonderfully 
increasing Western country. 

About ten years prior to the occurrence of the event 
related in the preceding chapter, there arrived at Oak- 
lands a young man, apparently about thirty-five years of 
age, accompanied by his wife, a beautiful and interest- 
ing lady, and two children, a boy and a girl, whose ages 
were respectively ten and twelve years. 

The gentleman, whose name was ascertained to be 
Archibald MacDonald, was a native of Scotland, who 
had left the country of his birth early in life, to seek his 
fortune in America. He had been for several years 
engaged in farming in the beautiful Chester Valley, in 
the state of Pennsylvania, and it was there that he had 
met the lady whom he afterwards married, and who 
was the daughter of a gentleman of prominence and of 
unquestioned respectability in the flourishing city which 
was in close proximity to the residence of young Mac- 
Donald. Being a man of considerable education, and 
evincing a refinement of manner which gave unmistak- 
able evidence of the careful training of his youth, and 
being gifted with a handsome person and a captivating 
address^ he won the affections of the young lady and 
they were married. 

He cultivated the soil of the little farm which he had 
% 
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purchased for several years, during ^hich time the two 
children were born to them, and their life seemed to 
flow on peaceably and happily. 

At length, howeyer, he became possessed of a desire 
to go West. The glowing accounts which were fre- 
quently giyen of the wonderful growth of the Western 
world, and of the maryelous harvests which were anna- 
ally gathered from the fertile soil, filled his mind with 
bright fancies of prospective wealth, before which his 
present position, though comparatively comfortable and 
prosperous, paled into insignificance. He resolved, 
therefore, to sell his little farm in Chester county and 
purchase a tract of land in the state of Indiana, where, 
upon a much larger scale, and with no greater expense 
he would be enabled to pursue more profitably the life 
of a farmer, which seemed to be congenial to him. 

He accordingly came to Oaklands, and became the 
purchaser of a farm of five hundred acres of land, about 
three miles from the village, and at once commenced 
the erection of the buildings that would be necessary 
for the accommodation of his family, for the shelter of 
his animals and for the storing of the crops, which 
would surely be harvested under his energetic adminis- 
tration of affairs. 

In all his arrangements he evinced a degree of good 
taste and judgment which immediately produced a favor- 
able impression among the older iuhabitants, and before 
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he bad settled upon his farm^ he had: mado ma^y warm 
friends and acquaintances among his neigh bors, who 
greeted with cordial welcome the arrival of the pretty 
wife and interesting children who soon after came to 
take up their abode among them. 

Archibald MacDonald at once bacame a man of prom- 
inence in the community. His knowledge of agricmlture 
was thorough and extensive and his farm soon presented 
an appearance of thrift that was a sure indication of 
success. His stock was of the finest kind. The cattle 
and horses of the choicest breeds, all the modern improve- 
ments were utilized and he was recognized as a tiller of 
the soil who thoroughly understood his business. 

Having brought his furniture from the East, his 
dwelling was furnished in a more luxurious and comfort- 
able manner than any of those which surrounded him, and 
his children were carefully brought up under the tuition 
and guidance of their mother, who devoted herself to 
their education and improvement in the same thorough 
manner which had marked her own early days. 

The husband appeared to be devotedly attached to 
his wife, and their residence upon the Western farm was 
franght with as much happiness as they had experienced 
in the more closely populated country which they had 
left, and if the young wife occasionally longed for the 
association! of her girlhood days, and for the companion- 
ship of the friends of her youth, she never marred the 



M OAKLANDB. 

peaee and happiness of the household by any oatward 
show of discontent or by a word uttered in complaint. 

Thus the months and years rolled on and nothing 
occurred to interfere with th« incrpssing wealth and 
popularity of the Scotch farmer. His children had aow 
advanced to an age when it became necessary that their 
education should be extended. The mother's care must 
be relaxed^ and they must be sent to educational institu- 
tions where more thorough lessons were to be taught and 
where a greater mental deyelopment was to be secured. 

The son a handsome manly young lad of eighteen had 
early evinced a decided taste for the medical profession^ 
and as there was an Academy for instruction in that 
particular branch of science in a neighboring city^ Frank 
MacDonald left his home and began the study of the 
profession which he had chosen. 

Kate^ the daughter, now grown to a beautiful young 
lady of sixteen, was the beauty of the surrounding coun- 
try. Her gentle manners and winning deportment had 
made her a general favorite with every one, both young 
and old, and she met with many a pleasant nod of recog- 
nition oir word of greeting during Ler frequent rides 
about the country and visits to the village. 

At this time it was decided by her parents that she 
should enjoy greater educational advantages than could 
be afforded at home and Kate was therefore sent to a 
select boarding school in a neighboring city «vbere she 
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would be able to acquire thoee accomplishments now 
considered so necessary to a young lady. 

Mr. MacDonald had by this time attained a position 
in the community^ of considerable influence. He was 
the leader in the various agricultural fairs that were 
held in this and the adjoining counties^ and upon more 
than one occasion had successfully contended for the 
prizes that were offered as premiums for the display of 
fine cattle, for farm improyements or for the excellence 
and quantity of the products of the soil. He took an 
active part in the politics of the country and frequently 
interested himself in securing the election to office of 
the particular candidates of his choice. 

His worldly affairs had prospered and he was every- 
where recognized as a gentleman of wealth, of refine- 
ment and of influence. 

With the increase of his possessions it frequently 
became necessary for him to be absent from home for 
several days, he alleging that his presence was required 
either in Chicago or Detroit, These visits were invari- 
ably made alone, but upon his return he would usually 
be accompanied by one or more gentlemen whom he 
introduced to his wife as gentlemen in business in one 
or the other of the two cities. 

It was a noticeable thing however that Archibald 
MacDonald never made a confidant of any of his neigh- 
bors, nor bad he cultivated any warm friendships among 
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his associates. He tilled the soil and disposed of his 
harvests, he made his journeys abroad and returned, but 
mi\i no one but his wife did he discuss anjr question 
which related to himself alone, either in a business or 
personal manner. He attended strictly to his own affairs 
and allowed eyery one around him the same high privi- 
lege. 

Notwithstanding this he was very popular, and his 
opinions, given only when requested, were regarded as 
satisfactory and as convincing as though delivered by a 
judge upon the bench. 

He was genial and hospitable, and the luxurious 
structure that now occupied the site of the unpretentious 
farm house of the days gone by, was more frequently 
visited than any other dwelling for miles around. 

Perhaps, this consistent reticence on his part contrib- 
uted in a greater degree to enhance his popularity than 
a contrary course would have produced, but certain it 
is, that no man in that section of the country was more 
highly regarded or more profoundly reBi>ected than 
Archibald MacDonald of Oaklands. 

Graving the indulgence of the reader for this tempor- 
ary digresaicn, the full import of which will be discovered 
in the sequc I, we will return to the town of Troy ville, 
and follow the movements of my operatives in their 
search for the robbers of the safe belonging to the 
Express Oompany. 
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Fmihtir IniwetiigaUonM — A Torn Piece of Pa/per-^A ep w riom e 
Detective and how he w(u dispoted of, 

A FTEB dispatching the men upon their various routes 
-^-^ of trayel, Mr. Bangs repaired again to the office 
of the Express Company in order to dIscoTer if possible 
any additional information that might be valuable in the 
further prosecution of this investigation. 

Upon entering the depot he found Mr. Linwood 
engaged in conversation with a young man of rather 
doubtful appearance, who as Mr. Bangs approached 
them turned to him and extending his hand saluted 
him with : 

'^ I suppose you are the gentleman who was sent for 
to come on and investigate the robbery/' 

Mr. Bangs imagining him to be an employee of the 

Company replied in the affirmative^ when Mr. Linwood 
stepping forward^ greeted Mr. Bangs and introducing 
him to the stranger^ said : 

''Mr. Bangs, this is Mr. Morton, a detective who 
has been engaged in looking after this affair previous to 
your coming. '^ 

** Yes sir/' officiously broke in the young mtax, '' and 
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I will be most happy toco-operate with you in the mattei 
ftnd furnish you with any information you desire/' 

This idea of co-operation was decidedly distasteful to 
Mr. Bangs. It is a fixed rule with me upon entering 
into an inyestigation to have the entire charge of the 
operation. The only co-operation I need is that of the 
men acting under my own immediate orders, and that 
has generally been found sufficient for my purposes. 

Mr. Bangs therefore declined to consult with Mr. 
Morton^ until ascertaining further about him and the 
nature of his appointment, and not being very favorably 
impressed with his appearance he resolTed to dispense 
with his services as early as possible. 

Mr. Morton shortly afterwards took his leave, inform- 
ing Mr. Bangs that if he should desire his services he 
would find him ^t the Troyville House. 

Mr. Bangs immediately telegraphed to the superin- 
tendent of the Express Company and requested the 
withdrawal of Mr. Morton, stating at the same time, 
that until that was done he could not proceed with that 
freedom which was necessary under the circumstances. 

While seated at the desk of Mr. Linwood he noticed 
a portion of an envelope lying upon it. It appeared to 
be the remains of an enclosure which had been carelessly 
born in half. He picked it up mechanically and read 
what was written upon it, which however afforded but 
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little information. The words which yet remained 
were: 

''A.MacD 

and whaterer the fall address might have been he was 
anable to tell^ owing to the fact that the other end of 
the enrelope had been torn off at this point. 

Mr. Linwood^ noticing this action of Mr. Bangs, 
stepped np to the desk, and taking the paper from his 
hand, said : 

^'This paper I fonnd npon the floor of the office 
when I entered on the morning after the robbery. I do 
not suppose it is of any value, but I have retained it 
ever since.'' 

'*If that is the case,*' replied Mr. Bangs, *'I will 
take charge of it. It may be of no value or it may be 
of considerable importance. Events will determine that 
fact, and I will keep it until it may be wanted.*' 

What important events sometimes hang upon the 
most trifling circumstances. Neither of these men had 
the slightest idea at that time that this little peice of 
torn paper with the unsatisfactory writing upon it was 
to perform a prominent part in the detection and pun- 
ishment of the thieves who had committed this robbery. 

Mr. Bangs carefully placed it in his pocket-book, 
•nd patiently awaited a reply to his telegram. In 9 
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Bhorfc time it arrived, and it was to the efiec*" tnrtl Af«-. 
Linwood should at once notify Mr. Morton that his ser- 
vices were no longer required. 

In company with Mr. Bangs, the express agent went 
to the Troyville House, and finding Mr. Morton in the 
reading-room, at once communicated to him the orders 
of the superintendent. 

The embryo detective was diposcd at first to dispute 
the authenticity of the communication, and to assert 
his intention to continue his work without heeding it in 
the least. 

While he was expressing himself in a very forcible 
manner, Mr. Bangs suddenly remembered that he had 
seen this man before, and all the circumstances of that 
meeting were recalled as vividly as though they had 
occurred only the day previous. 

Quietly tapping Mr. Morton upon the shoulder, he 
very good-naturedly, but firmly, addressed him : 

*' Mr. Morton, if Mr. Linwood will excuse us, and 
you will walk up to my room, I think I can speedily 
convince you of the wisdom of withdrawing at once from 
this case." ' 

Upon entering the room, Mr. Bangs closed the door, 
and then turning upon the excited would-be detective, 
he sternly said : 

'^ Mr. Morton, you probably do not know that I am 
very well acquainted with you and your past history 
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Ton have never seen me before, but I .iad the pleasure 
of seeing you, entirely unobserved, in ine oflBlce of the 
Pittsburg, Port Wayne and Chicago Kailroad, when you 
were called up to explain the shortness of your accounts 
as a conductor upon that road/' 

The young man turned pale and his lips twitched 
nervously as be listened to this very unexpected recital 
from Mr. Bangs. He attempted at first to deny the 
charge, but he was soon convinced that such a course 
would not do. 

'* I will give you ten minutes to decide this ques- 
tion,'' said Mr. Bangs, '^and if at the end of that time 
you persist in your present position, I will inform the 
Express Company of your antecedents, and the Kailroad 
Company of your whereabouts. They may desire to 
know more about you than they have yet learned." 

Morton, who found it impossible to pursue the course 
of denial he had attempted, very reluctantly concluded 
to yield to the demands of Mr. Bangs, and to leave the 
town that evening, which he did. 

It was afterwards discovered that he had not been 
directly engaged by any officer of the Company, but that 
being in the Express Office at Elmira, in New York, 
when the news of the robbery reached there, Mr. Parker, 
the agent at that placo, had suggested to him to go to 
Troyville and look over the ground. 

He returned to Elmira and was paid for the time he 
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had been engaged, during which, it was learned, he had 
done nothing but swagger about Trojyille, and relate 
gigantic stories of his wonderful adventures as a dete> 
tire, all of which, it is needless to say, had no foundation 
in fact. 

By my direction, Mr. Bangs induced the landlord of 
the Troyville House to allow him to cut from the regis^ 
ter the two signatures which the suspected parties had 
written when engaging their rooms. These I immedi- 
ately had photographed and furnished to my men, so 
that they might the more readily detect their hand- 
writing should they meet with it in any other locality. 

Having done all that was possible to be done, and 
having the field now to himself, Mr. Bangs established 
his headquarters in the city of Elmira, in New York, 
and awaited the reception of information from the men 
who had goM in learoh of the f ngitivaa. 
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A dtUdkehi TnMe^An angry Negru$^Th§ TraU Btr utk 

Important iitformation. 

nj'^O rely upon the memory of individuals in regard to 
*- events in which they are not directly interested, 
and which are of no importance to them, or to place 
implicit dependence upon their recollections of parties 
with whom they have had no previous acquaintance, and 
whose appearance is not calculated to attract much 
attention, is a proceeding which is sometimes associated 
with great danger and frequently leads to the reception 
of a vast amount of speculative information which is 
neither of value nor of interest. 

This was, however, the only course left for us to 
adopt at the present time, and I felt confident that, not- 
withstanding the unreliability of the human memory, I 
would, by a rigid system of inquiry, arrive at sufficient 
information, which, although not in itself of a satisfac- 
tory nature, would enable me eventually to act intelli- 
gently and successfully in the case before us. 

A rather ridiculous incident occurred during the 
progress of this inquiry, which, although reacting 
against the precipitancy of the operative, is perhaps 
worthy of relation at this time* 
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One of my men, William Louden, had been detailed 
to take the road leading directly west from Troyville, 
and he had made most diligent efforts to acquire some 
information about the fugitiyes, but without avail. He 
was about abandoning bis present course, when on the 
third day, he discovered what he believed to be unques- 
tionable indications that the parties he was in search of 
were in close proximity to him. 

An old wood -cutter whom he encountered upon the 
road and questioned in regard to the suspected parties, 
iuformed the detective that two strange persons had for 
several days been occupying an old building in the woods 
about a mile from where they were then standing, which 
had been deserted for a long time previous, and that he 
believed they were still there. 

The heart of the detective leaped within him, as he 
received this communication ; and as he thought of the 
imminent prospoct of success before him, he determined 
to attempt their capture alone. 

Fearing to reconnoitre the ground by daylight, he 
waited very impatiently until nightfall, when, bidding 
adieu to the garrulous woodcutter, he started upon his 
journey in search of the house in which, he had no 
doubt, the thieves had domiciled themselves. 

Having definite directions as to its locality, he had 
no difficulty in finding the place, and upon reaching a 
convenient point of obsurvation he dismounted, and took 
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up a position which woald enable him to discover, with- 
out fear of detection, whether the place was occupied or 
not. 

Yes, there could be no doubt of that fact. His quick 
ear soon detected murmurs of subdued voices within the 
building, and told unmistakably of its occupancy. Qui- 
etly the detective drew nearer ; the voices became 
plainer, but he could distinguish nothing intelligible. 
His excitement became intense, but the necessity for 
caution was too apparent to permit of rashness. 
Already his mind was filled with enthusiasm and visions 
of a great victory filled his brain. Creeping quietly near 
to the building, he placed his hand upon the latch, and 
quickly throwing the door open he advanced into the 
room and presented himself, pistol in hand, before the 
astonished inmates. 

Two frightened yells greeted the detective upon his 
entrance. 

" Oh Lord, honey ! de debbil hab come, suah V^ cried 
a voice, evidently that of a negro. 

"Hab mercy, Mr. Debbil, we ain't dun nuffin," 
came from the female Ethiopian, as they both cowered 
upon the floor, at the feet of the wonder-stricken and 
disappointed detective. 

Yes, Louden was a very much disappointed man, for 
instead of the thieves he had fully expected to capture, 
he had simply frightened two very excitable colored 
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people, who mistook him for a repFesentatiye of the eril 
one. 

" What are you doing here ?*' sternly inquired the 
detective. 

*'We ain't doin' nuffin, sah," answered the man, 
who was clad only in his pantaloons and shirt, '' only 
me an Bosy was just gittin' ready fur to go to bed, when 
you flew in de door, and skeered de life outen us.'' 

Bosy by this time had recovered herself as she saw 
that the intruder was human, and, woman-like, anger 
took the place of fear at once. She turned upon the 
detective. 

" Wat am we doin' heah ?" she cried " wat's dat to 
you? Wat you doin' heah, sneakin' around de woods arter 
dark wid your pistol I Me an' my ole man hablibbed in 
dis yah cabin jes one yeah, and we am goin' to stay heah 
as long as we like, and if you don't git outen dat door, 
me and my ole man will make it very warm for you, now 
1 tell you !" 

The impetuous detective had evidently made a great 
mistake, and he was very anxious to get out of it as best 
he could. He endeavored to speak, but the irate female 
was uncontrollable in her anger. Seizing a broom from 
the comer, she made a frantic dash at the operative, and 
before he quite realized where he was, he received a blow 
upon his cranium which convinced him that his Ama- 
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M>iiiaii awilant was possessed of no msan amoant of 
musele. 

"Dare now 1 am you goinT' cried the negro, as she 
raised iha broom for another blow. 

*' Te», yes/' replied the detective, retreating towards 
the door. 

<< Den go V* exclaimed the woman as the broom came 
down again. 

Bnt this time the detective was beyond the reach of 
this dangerous weapon in the hands of a woman. He 
had leaped backward out of harm^s way^ and as the broom 
cleared the empty air and found no object of resistance 
until it struck the floor, the force of the blow was suf- 
ficient to pitch the angry woman head over heels out of 
the door. 

The operative did not await any further developments 
but took to his heels in good order, his last view of the 
deserted house being of a liberal display of the anatomy 
of his antagonist who lay sprawling in the doorway. 

He had no doubt that he had been made the sport o( 
the jocular woodcutter who had given him the informa- 
tion, and cursing his luck, and the whole family of wood- 
cutters in general, he mounted his horse and rode to the 
next village, where he put up for the night. 

Such experiences as these are, however, not very fre- 
quent, and even in this instance, a little caution and an 
intelligent preliminary examination would have prevent- 
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ed the occurrence of the scene which operated so deoi* 
dedly to the discomfiture of the detcctiye, who too 
credulously imagined that he already had fame within 
his grasp. 

This incident did not stop our investigation in the 
manner originally commenced, however, and experience 
soon demonstrated the correctness, our preliminary 
investigation and brought to us convincing proof of the 
direction in which the men had traveled. 

Mr. John Varian was an intelligent operative upon 
my force, and he had carried to successful conclusion 
several important operations while in my employ. To 
him had been delegated the northern route which led 
up into the State of New York. He had not traveled 
far upon his journey when he found sure indications of 
the fleeing men. 

About five miles northward from Troyville he stopped 
at an hotel and inquiring of the lady who kept the 
house, she distinctly remembered two pedestrians who 
passed on the day succeeding the robbery; she also 
stated that they inquired the distance to the next town, 
and after drinking at the bar, they had departed in that 
direction. 

Hastily dispatching his repast, the detective was 
Again upon the road, and about six miles further on he 
discovered additional traces of the men. He immedi- 
ately telegraphed his information to Mr. Bangs at El- 
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mira^ who directed him to proceed upon the road he 
had started upon, to lose no time, and to change his 
horse as often as was necessary, making arrangements at 
each place for the return of the animal preyiously en- 
gaged. Another operative was detailed to follow him 
up, in case there should be any opportunity afforded for 
the men to diverge from the regular road aLi take any 
other highway for their place of destination, which as 
yet could not be determined upon with any degree of 
certainty. 

At a place called Mansfield they had remained over 
night and had left early in the morning. By this time 
two of the five days that had elapsed before starting the 
pursuit had been overcome, and the men, evidently im- 
agining that they had eluded any one who might have 
been in search of them, were traveling at a slower rate 
of speed. They seemed to be making for the Canadian 
shore, and acting upon this idea Mr. Bangs directed 
John Varian to take the train for Buffalo and to search 
the hotel registers there for any signature that might 
resemble that of the two men who had remained that 
one night in Troyville, while the other operative was to 
continue his inquiries along the route. 

While this was being done Mr. Bangs received a com- 
munication from Mr. Linwood, informing him that he 
had learned from a reliable source that one Prank Grant, 
who resided at Elmira, had been heard to say that if he 
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chose he could tell who had committed the robbery, and 
requested Mr. Bangs to see this man and endeaTor to 
interview him. 

Mr. Bangs immediately instituted inquiries in refer- 
ence to this Frank Grant, and soon learned that he was 
a man of pretty bad reputation and a *'hard customer'* 
generally. He also discoyercd that his assertions had 
been made in consequence of some disagreement which 
had occurred between him and the party whom he de- 
clared had committed the theft. 

It was an easy matter to arrange an interview with 
this man, and in a very short time my General Superin- 
tendent and he were in close conversation. It was 
developed in the course of this interview that Grant 
knew very little of the movements of the man he sus- 
pected. His description, however, corresponded very 
nearly with that of one of the individuals who had been 
to TroyvillCj and Grant stated that his name was Vernon 
Barber. He had known Barber for about a year, and 
had first met him at St. Catharines, where he had gone 
to escape some difficulty which had befallen him, while 
acting as a substitute broker during the war — he, it is 
alleged, having entered into a combination with several 
men he had enlisted, to desert from the army after receiv- 
ing their bounty : after which he would re-enlist them 
in different places. This plan had been carried on for 
some time without detection, until upon one of the men 
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being caught, be divalged the whole proceedings, which 
being followed by a search, Mr. Barber had found it 
necessary to seek safety in flight. 

Frank Grant farther declared that Vernon Barber 
was an acknowledge thief, who had also been exten- 
sively engaged in horse stealing, and what made him 
suspect Barber of this crime, was the fact that he had 
left St. Catharines about the first of February, preced- 
ing, and coming to Elmira, had indulged in a protracted 
siege of intoxication, and that during one of his drunken 
conversations with a fellow-thief, he had overheard him 
say that he was going over to Troyville pretty soon, as 
he understood there was a pretty good safe there " to 
crack/' This was all that he had heard, but being an 
enemy of Barber^s, he had determined to put the detec- 
tives upon his track. 

Of course this information was valuable, if true, and 
Mr. Bangs resolved to test the correctness of it at once, 
and as the two other men who had left Troyville to dis- 
cover some traces of the retreating burglars, had not 
acquired any information concerning them, upon the 
route which they had taken, they were directed to lepair 
to Ehnira for farther instructiomu 
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OHAPTEB V. 

Hor$e ThuoM alt OakHancU^The Ohau^And DUappahOmmd. 

A SHORT time after the departure of the children of 
Archibald MacDonald to pursue their educatiou, 
the residents of the town of Oakland s and the surround- 
ing country were thrown into a state of intense excite- 
ment which was as novel to them as the cause was yeza- 
tious to the parties interested. 

Upon awakening one morning in June, several of the 
prominent men of the village and many of the farmers 
discovered to their dismay that their barns and stables 
had been broken into during the night and their valu- 
able horses had been seemingly spirited away. The 
alarm spread instantly and soon the main street of the 
village was crowded with people the victims relating 
their losses in no very enviable mood and the listeners 
expressing their sympathy. 

Among the most vehement was Archibald MacDonald. 
He too had been a sufferer, and a fine bay stallion of 
pure breed had disappeared with the others. He was 
loud in his denunciation of the thieves, and in expressing 
his determination to pursue them to the bitter end. A 
meeting was immediately called and be was uoanimouBly 
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elected as its chairman. On accepting the office he 
expressed himself in most decided terms against this 
ontrage^ and urged his neighbors to mount their horses 
at once and start in pursuit of the robbers who had so 
unceremoniously despoiled them of their property. 

His words were loudly applauded^ and his views were 
warmly received. Horse thieving in that section of the 
country was a rarity. Never before had such a thing 
occurred^ and the residents were appalled at the manner 
in which this work had been accomplished. No stranger 
had been previously noticed about the village upon whom 
suspicion might fall. None of the hired men of any of 
the victims had disappeared and from this fact it seemed 
evident that a well posted gang of horse thieves had 
committed this outrage. 

*'We must commence pursuit at once,'^ said Mr. 
ICacDonald determinedly. ^^ and therefore let every man 
mount his best horse and follow me/' 

There is nothing that the American people so much 
admire as a leader who is prompt, earnest and command- 
mg. In society, in the church and in the councils of 
state there is always to be found one man, who by his 
energy of purpose by the exercise of a master will power, 
or by his promptness to conmiand a situation that sud- 
denly arises, at once steps to the front rank, and almost 
instinctively commands the action and the obedience of 
the men about him. 
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In accordance with this principle, Archibald Mao- 
Donald at once took charge of the force of farmers and 
villagers that soon gathered, mounted and ready for the 
pursuit of the men who had robbed them of so much 
valuable property. 

He divided his forces with the skill of a military 
commander, his orders were given in quick, concise sen- 
tences that proved the leader, and with a wild " halloo *' 
the party started upon the chase at a rate of speed that 
was astonishing. 

It was not known at what hour the depredation had 
been committed, but as several of the victimized men 
had not retired until late on the previous evening, it 
must have been during the early hours of the morning 
when their operations were begun. 

Eleven horses had been taken in all, and it was rea- 
sonably considered that such a number could not be 
conveyed as rapidly as the mounted pursuers could fol- 
low, consequently they did not despair of overtaking 
them. 

Archibald MacDonald led the party who proceeded 
northward toward the sand hills upon the shores of 
Lake Michigan, and as he rode away he expressed hii 
determination to shoot the men if he found them ; a 
resolve that was indorsed by every member of his party. 

A short distance out upon the road they were travel- 
ing, a blanket was foand and immediately recognviec af 
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belonging to Mr. MacDonald^ and as the one which had 
been stolen from his bam upon the night before. They 
were evidently upon the right track, and with a shout 
that awoke the echoes^ they again pressed forward upon 
the chase. Their enthusiasm, however, began to fail 
them as they neared the shore of the Lake. Here they 
discovered the hoof prints of a number of horses that 
had been driven close together. A feeling of anxiety at 
once penraded the minds of the entire party. Gould the 
thieves have reached the Lake, and have embarked with 
their precious cargo safely and without molestation ? It 
seemed to be so, and the hearts of the pursuers stood 
still with apprehension as they contemplated such a 
possibility. 

'^ Gentlemen, I am afraid they have escaped us !" 
said Mr. MacDonald in a despondent tone, as this reflec- 
tion occurred to him. " But we will pursue this trail to 
the end, and will not give up all hope until the last 
moment.'* 

They rode on in silence but when they came to the 
shore of the Lake they found their worst fears realized. 
Here were the unmistakable indications of embarkation. 
The sand was torn up as though it had been trampled 
by a troop of horse, and it was very evident that the 
parties they were in search of had succeeded in getting 
on board of some boat, and had made their escape with 
thdr booty. 
t 
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The broad expanse of water stietched oefore them 
and their pnrsnit was ended. The horsemen drew up 
in line apon the shore and gazed disconsolately oat upon 
the broad surface of the lake. How beautifully the morn- 
ing's sun danced and glistened upon the ripples of the 
water. The splashing of the tide at their feet made a 
music sweeter than that of man. The great rounding 
shores^ with their hills of sand that surrounded them, 
seemed to be reflected with increased beauty within the 
limpid mirror which they bordered. Nature had pre- 
pared a glorious yiew, but not one of these men were in 
a mood to appreciate it. 

'^ Gentlemen I ^' again broke in the yoice of Mr. Mac- 
Donald^ '^our search in this manner ends here^ but I 
do not yet despair of success. We will telegraph to all 
the towns around this part of the coast, and I have no 
doubt we shall soon receiye some tidings of our stolen 
animals." 

This course appeared to be the only proper one under 
the circumstances, and the men reluctantly turned their 
faces homeward. 

Upon their return the suggestions of Mr. MacDonald 
were acted upon, and every device that could be im- 
agined was put into practice, but from that day to this 
not one of the stolen horses ever found their way back 
to their victimized owners. 

The promptness of Mr. MaoPonal4 in this matter 
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vras the subject of aniyersal admiration^ and after the 
other parties had been called in and the subject had 
been fully discussed — ^for Americans never perform any 
concerted act without discussion — a vote of thanks was 
unanimously tendered to the leader of their party who 
had acted so intelligently in this their first effort of pur- 
suing horse thieyes. 

A society was at once formed and an organization of 
"horse detectiyes'' was immediately perfected — thus 
literally locking the stable door after the horse had been 
stolen — and Archibald MacDonald was elected as its 
president 

Whether this body was of such formidable dimen- 
sions or whether the fame of its leader was carried be- 
yond the little Tillage of Oaklands, I do not know — but, 
so far as I have been inf ormed, they have not had occa- 
sion since to be called together, and no further attempts 
have ever been made to carry off any of their qoadru- 
peda. 



M A Msaovm 



OHAPTBE VL 

EaU d MmI— il Morning WaJh-^A Ikmgeraui Bummdtr 

a Sesetie^An Unexpected Meeting, 



rwiHE seminary to which Kate MacDonald had been 

-^ sent^ was an academy for young ladies of good 

family and refined tastes. All the modern accomplish^ 

ments were taught within its walls^ and Kate soon became 

a great favorite with her school mates and teachers, who 

all yielded to the beautiful and gentle girl the homage 

of their hearts. She was frequently invited by her 

school friends who liyed in the yicinity of the academy, 

to spend the weekly recess at their homes, and it was 

during one of these visits, that she became acquainted 

with Olayton Wolford, a young and rising lawyer, who 

was the brother of Kate's most intimate friend and 
inseparable companion, Glara Wolford. 

The home of the Wolf ords was a large stone mansion, 
which was lacated just outside of the city. The grounds 
were most beautifully laid out^ and the house luxuri- 
ously furnished. All that taste, refinement and wealth 
Gould suggest, were here. The father, a genial, pleas, 
ant-faoed man, had amassed a fortune by the jndiciovi 



purchase of real estate^ which had increased incredibly 
in TalaCy was warmly attached to his children^ and no 
expense was spared upon their education. Their mother 
was one of the most delightful old ladies imaginable, 
and her heart warmed toward Kate as to her own child. 
Since their admission to the school, the friendship 
of these two girls had manifested itself in a remarkable 
degree. They conned their daily tasks together, and in 
tliye eyening twilight would indulge in prolonged ram- 
bles, that were mutually interesting. 

Of course, as these two girls were approaching that 
stage of womanhood, when thoughts of the opposite sex 
begin to stir their hearts, mutual thoughts were ex- 
changed, and mutual confidences were indulged in. 
Clara had frequently extolled to her friend, the virtues 
and abilities of her handsome brother, who as yet, occu- 
pied the highest place in her sisterly affections, and Eate 
had been no less enthusiastic in her praises of Frank, 
her brother, who was pursuing his studies with a zeal 
that promised renown in the days to come. 

It must be admitted, that both young ladies indulged 
in glowing descriptions of their respectiye brothers, and 
many a little romantic dream was indulged in during 
their quiet rambles — and the inoon, which is said to 
hiave a strange and controlling effect upon the romantic 
side of human nature, must have oftentimes smiled 
cheerily, as these love dreams were related, and thefle 
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momentons ideas of prospective affections were 

cussed. 

Kate had become a freqnent visitor at the home of 
Clara^ bat as yet had not been fortunate enough to 
meet the brother who was engaged in Chicago, in the 
practice of his profession, and whose visits to the old 
home were only made at long intervals, or upon some 
holiday occasion. It was not therefore, until the usual 
Thanksgiving party was given, at the residence of the 
Wolfords, that their introduction took place. 

Kate, as was her custom, usually arose very early in. 
the morning and indulged in a long walk before the 
hour for breakfasting arrived, and having come over the 
evening before, she had, as was her wont, arisen betimes, 
and, without disturbing any of the family, had departed 
from the house for her morning ramble. 

The day was charming — the air was cool and invigor- 
ating — the leaves from the trees which were fast yield- 
ing to the cool winds of approaching winter, were scat* 
torod about the lawn which surrounded the house and 
along the sidewalks in prolific confusion. Kate walked 
lightly on, her mind filled with pleasing fancies and 
indulging in those vague dreams which sometimes oc- 
cupy the thoughts of the young. Her life had thus far 
been a happy one indeed. Blessed with all the associa- 
tions of a happy home, her childhood days had passed 
away in unalloyed pleasure. The idol of her parentfi 



and the pride of hei brother^ she had never known a 
wish ungratified or a desire that was thwarted. Her 
school life — aside froia the regrets at leaving home — 
had been exceedingly pleasant, and nothing had ever 
come to her to cause a uioment^s uneasiness or pain. 

How could she feel else than happy upon this beauti- 
ful autumn morning ? Her eyes glistened and her cheeks 
flushed with that delicate rosy hue which a bracing 
atmosphere and a brisk exercise imparted. She almost 
felt as though she must give vent to her thoughts in 
song, to ease a heart that was overflowing with thank- 
fulness and joy. 

She had reached the outskirts of the city and was 
about to retrace her steps, when her ears were saluted 
with the notes of a ribald song, and shortly afterward 
an open carriage drawn by two spirited horses came 
dashing past. 

The carriage contained four young men, genteelly 
dressed and who evidently belonged to good families, 
but it was also very evident that they had been engagea 
in dissipation the night before and that they still felt 
the influence of intoxication. They were no doubt re- 
turning from a night^s debauch in which they had for- 
gotten that they were gentlemen, and had yielded to the 
appetites of the animal. 

As the carriage passed the young girl who avoided 
gazing upon them, one of the occupants called oat : 
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'^Hold on, Joyce « I mnst speak to this little mom- 
ing divinity/' 

With a lond langh the carriage was stopped and a 
tall, handsome young man of about twenty-five sprang 
to the gTound, and in a very unsteady manner ap- 
proached Kate MacDonald, who had increased her pace 
to avoid the dreaded encounter. 

**Hold on, my pretty maiden— do not be in such 
haste I '^ he cried, as he attempted to stop her progress 
by catching hold of the mantle which she wore. 

Spurning the touch as she would the sting of an 
adder, Kate drew herself proudly up and faced the 
young man. How gloriously beautiful she looked ^A 
the dark eyes flashed with virtuous indignation and the 
cheeks grew crimson 1 Even the drunken Adonis who 
stood before her momentarily quailed before the wither- 
ing scorn of her glance. 

*' Come, come, my pretty vixen," he cried, quickly 
recovering himself, " this kind of thing won^t do, you 
know'' — and he again attempted to catch her by the 
arm. 

^^ Unhand me, sir I" cried the girl in accents of 
anger, in which no trace of fear was evident. "You 
are a bruve man to insult a lady in this manner " — then 
turning her flashing eyes upon the occupants of the car- 
riage, she asked : '* Will you gentlemen permit such con- 
dJctasthisF" 
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A. loud drunken laugh was the only response from 
the companions of this man who were eyidently enjoy* 
ing the scene. 

Their laugh ceased yery suddenly^ for a tall form 
stood before them^ and ere they could realize what had 
happened an iron grip was fastened upon the collar of 
their drunken companion, and he was sprawling on his 
back upon the sidewalk. 

" Harry Davis, you have strangely altered when you 
attack young ladies upon the roadway/' and then turn- 
ing to the others, he exclaimed "and you gentlemen are 
performing a noble duty in abetting such work! Joyce 
Allen, I scarcely expected this of jou." 

The man addressed as Harry Davis recovered his 
feet^ and perhaps realizing his contemptible position at 
last, stammered a broken apology and walking toward 
the carriage when his companions silent and abashed 
assisted him to enter and they were soon driven away. 

The eyes of the young girl were bathed in tears and 
her bosom heaved with suppressed emotion. Brave as a 
hero in the midst of danger, now that it was past her 
woman's nature asserted itself and the tears came in 
gpite of her efforts to repress them. 

** Pardon me, miss, but if you will permit me to 
recover my satchel and umbrella which I dropped a 
few steps back, I will be happy to escort you to your 
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home," said the yoang man politelj raisii.g his hat bm 
he addressed her. 

After he had rejoined her^ Kate expressed her thank« 
f alness with all the earnestness of her impulsive natuiB, 
to which her companion replied : 

'^ Indeed^ my dear lady, I am only too happy to have 
been of service to you, and the only reason why I did 
not administer a severe castigation to your assailant was 
because I know him to be a gentleman of good family 
and an old friend. When he has sufScieutly recovered 
from his folly, he will be as heartily ashamed of himself 
as you could wish, and I am sure this episode will prove 
a lesson that will not be forgotten. If you please we 
will now walk on.'* 

Kate looked up with a grateful expression in her 
large dark eyes, as she accepted the offered courtesy. 

She had no fear of this man. The dark blue eyes 
that were flashing with anger a moment ago, were bent 
in kindness upon her now, the voice that had spoken in 
stentorian tones of rage, were now modulated to the 
softness of a woman's, and as she walked beside him she 
felt that this was a man upon whom a woman could rely 
and whom she could trust to the end of time. 

'^ I will not trouble you to accompany me all the 
distance,'' said Kate as they walked along, *' my walk has 
been a long one, and you may desire to meet the friendf 
whom you have no doubt come to visit.'' 
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'*I too have some distance to go/' replied the gen- 
tleman with a pleasant smile. ^^My parents live quite 
beyond the confines of the town/' 

"I/* said Eate^ "am temporarily stopping with the 
Walfords, whom perhaps you know." 

The young man suddenly dropped his satchel upon 
the ground, and warmly clasping the hand of the young 
girl, in his impetuosity, exclaimed : 

" Then you must be the Miss MacDonald of whom I 
have heard so much ?" 

" Yes,'' replied Kate with a blush, " and you ?" 

" Am Clayton Walford, Clara's brother." 

Involuntarily their two hands clasped with a warmer 
pressure than mere civility dictated, their glances met in 
one long lingering look and in that look : 

** They read life's meaning in each other*8 eyes." 

Thus strangely these two had met, and as they gayly 
chatted together on tnat homeward walk, they little 
dreamed of the darkness and the storms through which 
they were both to pass in the years that were to oome. 
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OHAPTBB VIL 

At 8t. Oatharins$ — The fugitives within reach — A pionuU and am 
unfortunate accident — A wdden disappearance. 

It yTY operatiye John Varian, according to the instmc- 
-^■^ tions of Mr. Bangs^ took the train for the city 
of Buffalo^ in New York^ and arriving at the place in 
dac time, immediately began his inyestigation& 

He diligently searched the various hotels, but failed 
to discover any oneth: t answered in the slightest degree 
the description given of the two men at Troyville, and 
an examination of the registers failed to disclose any 
signatures that resembled either of those upon the booka 
of the Troyville House. 

It was evident, from this fact, that the burglars had 
not put up at any of the public houses in the city, even 
if they had arrived thus far upon their journey, or were 
traveling in this direction, and Varian was about giving 
up any further search and awaiting developments, when 
an idea occurred to him that was deemed worthy of oon* 
sideration and adoption. It was barely possible that 
the fugitives might havA reached this city and being 
fearful that detectives were upon toeir track, had 
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decided not to stop at any of the hotels but to push on 
their journey without hazardous delay. 

Acting upon this suggestion, Varian procured a 
horse and buggy and drove out to the suburbs of tne 
city, taking the main road leading northward. He had 
driren upon this road about six miles, when, noticing a 
rcadside inn, he resolved to alight and make inquiries 
of the parties within for the information he was desirous 
of acquiring. 

Here, to his surprise and gratification, he received 
undoubted tidings of the fugitives. The landlord of 
the inn distinctly remembered the two men, and his 
description of them tallied exactly with what had been 
previously learned regarding them, and they still 
retained possession of the black leather satchel, which it 
will be remembered, they were recognized as carrying 
away from Troyville. They had arrived at this inn at 
about six o^clock in the morning, two days prior to this, 
and after hastily refreshing themselves, had continued 
their journey. 

Thus far our conjectures in regard to the course 
pursued by these men had been found to be correct, and 
wo were, without doubt, upon their track. Unless they 
boarded a railway train, we were reasonably sure of 
overtaking them before long. It is true, they were still 
forty-eight hours in advance of as, and much might 
have occurred in that time to divert us from an intelli- 
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gent pursuit, still I did not anticipate anything of that 
kind,. and I resolved to push my inquiries as rapidly aa 
possible. 

It became necessary to anticijiate, if possible, theii 
reaching the Oanadian boundaries, as I was afraid that 
if they succeeded in doing so, I might have serious diffi- 
calty in getting them away. 

It will be borne in mind that I was not in possession 
of their true names, for I had no doubt that both B. S. 
Dayis and G. Cromwell, given at Troy ville, were ficti- 
tious, and I could not with any degree of certainty 
identify them sufficiently to procure the necessary papers 
for their arrest. It was, therefore, of the utmost 
importance that they should be prevented from leaving 
the United States. 

Mr. Bangs immediately tranferred his headquarters 
to Buffalo, and the other men were directed to report 
to him there. Upon their arrival, they were at once 
dispatched to assist Varian in his search, and to report 
any discovery that might be made. 

Leaving the two men in charge of the investigation, 
Varian determined to go without delay to St. Gatha- 
»nes, in order to ascertain whether the men *had reached 
tiiere, in case that place was the point of their journey. 

Varian had previously been informed in regard to 
the suspicions attached to Vernon Barber, and upon 
arriving at St. Catharines, he began to make cautiouii 
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inquiries for that indiyidaal, but without success. No 
one whom he met appeared to be acquainted with such 
a person, and he was reluctantly compelled to discon- 
tinue his inyestigations in that direction. 

Entering a restaurant to procure some refreshment^ 
he sat down at one of the tables, and haying nothing to 
occupy his mind particularly now, he amused himself by 
studying the faces of those around him. 

Presently two men entered, and taking seats in close 
proximity to him, indulged in conyersation, while await- 
ing the preparation of the food which they had ordered. 

Yarian paid no attention to these men, and was qui- 
etly consuming his repast, when a familiar name struck 
upon his ear. These men were certainly talking of the 
yery men he was in search of, and listening intently 
now, he was able to hear the conyersation which ensued. 

*' I wonder what Vernon Barber was doing here last 
night ?*' inquired one of the men. 

•*Idon*t know,'' replied the other, "I did not see 
him, but heard to-day that he was here with a friend." 

*' You may depend upon it, he has been up to some- 
thing lately,'' said the first speaker. 

*'I wouldn't wonder — who was with him ?" 

" I did not learn, but it was some Western chap, no 
one knew anything about him, and Vem. told the boys 
that if they heard any inquiries being made, they were 
to giye no information about them at all." 
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Varian now understood why it was that he bna gained 
no information in his previous investigation, and hs 
li£.i,eued eagerly to what was to follow. 

** They left this morning early, and started ia cne 
direction of Port Dalhousie. It would not do for Bar- 
ber to stay long in this place, you know — somebody 
might be looking for him/' 

Varian lost no time in finishing his meal^ Le bad 
heard enough, and he must be on the road at onou. 

He procured a horse, and started upon the road to 
Port Dalhousie, where he arrived without having found 
any trace of the men whom he believed were almost 
within his grasp. 

At this place, however, he learned of them. Some 
boatmen at the tavern on the lake shore had seen the 
the same two men pass eastwards towards Niagara. 

Taking the lake road therefore, he hastened on, 
making inquiries at frequent intervals and occasionally 
receiving information of value. He pushed on as rap- 
idly as possible, but his horse, a poor one at best, began 
k» show signs of weakness. The day was warm and 
oppressive, and both horse and rider felt the effects ol 
it, but he still kept on. When within a short distance 
of the town of Niagara, he saw on the road ahead of 
him two men walking very rapidly, and to his intense 
delight he notioed that one of them carried a satchel. 

The heart of tbe detective gave a great leap as these 



AT ST. OATMASims. 61 

two men appeared before him. Fatigne was forgotten 
m the enthusiasm of the moment. After days of pa- 
tient labor his efforts were about to be crowned with 
success — after a multitude of disappointments^ yictory 
was before him. 

The men had evidently observed him and were 
quickening their pace^ so striking his spurs into his 
lorse he determined to overtake them. 

How strange it is in this life of ours that disappoint- 
ment crowds quickly upon the verge of success. How 
many times has the patient student after hours of toil 
and of privation — in the pursuit of science — when just 
upon the point of a fruition of his hopes, been stricken 
down by the hand of disease and has succumbed to the 
inevitable, leaving no history of the great discoveries he 
had made. How many times has the shipwrecked sailor, 
who has battled manfully against the angry seas and 
the storms and the tempest, when just within reach of 
the sheltering shore, fallen back weak and exhausted 
into the seething waves, through which he had fought 
his way with herculean strength, and has died almost 
within the arms of safety. How many times the skillful 
commander after a hard-fought battle, and when victory 
seemed about to perch upon bis banners, has found some 
sudden and unforeseen circumstance occur, and has, in 
the midst of conquest, been compelled to suffer a defeat. 

Thus it was with John Viirian. The men were be- 
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fore him, and in a very shcrt time he would be enabled 
to determine the question of snccess, when bis jaded 
horse stumbled in the road, and falling suddenly upon 
^iis knees, threw his rider over his head into the dust. 

With smothered imprecations Vurian raised himself 
from the ground, and being unhurt himself, turned his 
attention to the animal^ who had also managed to regain 
his feet, but who stood shivering with pain in the mid- 
dle of the road. 

To his intense chagrin he discovered that his horse 
had lamed himself severely, by the fall, and that he would 
be unable to proceed any further. Hastily leading the 
animal to the side of the road, he fastened him to a tree 
and started on foot in pursuit of the men in advance of 
him. This accident had occasioned considerable delay, 
but they were still in sight, and increasing his pace, he 
commenced to run, hoping still to be able either to over- 
take them or to discover where they would take refuge. 

The men proceeded rapidly along the path which 
skirted the lake, until they reached the ferry, when 
jumping into a boat which they appropriated without 
authority, they rowed diligently away across the river, 
and when John Varian reached the bank they had ac- 
complished nearly half the distance to the opposite 
shore. 

In no enviable frame of mind did he contemplate 
this operation of circumstinces, but no time was to be 
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lost in idle complaining, or in unprofitable ejacnlatjons, 
and he set about procuring a boat in order to continue 
his pursuit. 

After some difiSculty he succeeded in securing one, 
and as they pushed away from the shore, the other par- 
ties were just effecting a landing upon the other side. 
Under the promise of an extra fee, the boatman pulled 
lustily away at the oars, and in a short time the boat 
grated upon the sandy bottom of the river bank, and 
John Varian, throwing the boatman the amount of his 
fee, started off again in pursuit of the men who had so 
successfully eluded him. 

No trace of them was to be seen. The earth seemed 
to have opened and swallowed them, or they had been 
spirited away by some unseen agency. Inquiries pro- 
duced no information, and no one whom he accosted 
had seen the men or could tell anything about them. 

The whistling of a locomotive, and the puffiing of a 
railroad train, now fast disappearing in the distance, 
might account for their sudden and mysterious vanish- 
ing from view. It was barely possible, that they might 
have succeeded in reaching the train prior to its depar- 
ture, and were now speeding away, exulting at their 
good fortune. 

Varian at once telegraphed the result of his trip to 
Mr. Bangs, and also his suspicions that the men had 
taken the train, but fearing that he might be in error 
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in regird vo this, he determined to search along thi 
shore, in hopes of finding some due to the men, or «f 
possible, identifying the boat in which chey had made 
the journey. Mr. Bangs, immediately, upon the recep- 
tion of the message from Varian, dispatched two men 
upon the road, and also telegraphed to all the stations, a 
description of the meu, and instructions to detain them 
until they could be identified. 

Varian continued his inyestigations along the shore 
among the boatmen, but gained nothing of any impor- 
tance whatever. Nearly all the boatmen are more or less 
engaged in smuggling, and any inquiries are apt to put 
them upon their guard — consequently they knew noth- 
ing, or would say nothing about anything or anybody — 
and Varian finding it impossible to acquire any knowl- 
edge in this direction, was compelled to desist from 
this mode of procedure. 

He therefore returned across the riyer to Niagara, 
and finding his lamed horse still tied to the tree where 
he had fastened him, he made arrangements for its 
return, and then going back to I'^ungstown, he took tbt 
train for Stupeniion Bridge. 
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Verwm Barber^ A Borrowful Story ^ A Wmnan'^M L9V€ miU m 
Man's Betray(d—A ViUage Funeral. 

MR BANGS meantime had made arrangements for 
the discovery of the antecedents and whereabouts 
of Vernon Barber abont whom he had learned so much 
from Prank Grant. 

He ascertained that the family of Barber resided in 
the vicinity of Rome, in the state of New York^ and an 
operative was directed to repair to that place and to 
ascertain full particulars in relation to this man and his 
family. 

Arriving at Bome^ operative Sully began in a cau- 
tious manner to obtain the information he desired. He 
soon learned that a family by that name resided a short 
distance out of town, but his informant could not say 
with certainty whether they were still there or not. 

As the afternoon was cool and pleasant and the jour- 
ney not a long one. Sully decided to walk to the residence 
of the alleged Mr. Barber and he set off at a slow pace in 
the direction which hai been pointed out to him. 

He walked along whistling merrily, the leafy branches 
of the trees by the roadside rustling pleasantly in the 
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ind, and the bright bine sky overhead nnflecked by a 
single clond. 

As he walked along he came to one of those most 
lonely and desolate places in the world — a country graye- 
Tiird. Within its rude enclosure reposed the bodies of 
revolutionary sires and matrons, of the Mexican soldier 
and of the Union volunteer. Here side bj side lay the 
village Squire and the village Tramp. High and low, 
rich and poor, all had found their final resting place in 
this quiet field where undisturbed by the whirl and cares 
of the bustling world they slept the sleep that knows no 
waking. 

With bis mind filled with solemn reflections the 
detective paused awhile before this '^ little city of the 
dead/' As he stood quietly musing before a time-worn 

» 

monument, and endeavored to trace the faint lettering 
of the inscription which told of the virtues of one 
deceased a century ago, he was interrupted by the rum- 
bling of carriage wheels, the tread of feet upon the 
gravelled walk, and the low moaning of a woman's voice 
that told of deep and abiding sorrow. 

A funeral train, simple and unpretentious, was enter- 
ing at the gate. Silently and reverently the detective 
uncovered and remained standing until the little cortege 
had passed on to the open grave, newly dug, a short 
distance away from where he was standing. 

impelled by that curiosity which is invariably assooi- 
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ated with sncli events, the detectiye followed the mourm- 
ful procession and reaching the grave, remained to hear 
the concluding portion of the solemn ceremonies. 

The simple rites were said, the trembling voice of 
the old Rector told in a few words the virtues of the 
deceased, and then amid the weeping of those gathered 
around, the body was lowered into the dark receptacle, 
and the earth fell with heavy thuds upon the lid of the 
coffin. The dead was buried and the living turned away 
to daily tasks in which they would soon forget the lump 
of clay which they had thus returned to its kindred dust. 

As the coffin was being lowered, a shrill, heart-rend- 
ing cry came from an aged lady, who was supported 
upon the arm of the officiating undertaker, but no other 
sound escaped those who had gathered about this last 
resting place for the dead. 

Slowly the little group retraced their steps and the 
detective was left alone with a gentleman who had 
accompanied the funeral but who had lingered behind 
to give some directions to the men who were filling up 
the grave. 

Thinking that perhaps this gentleman could inform 
him of the parties he was in Search of he approached 
him and respectfully inquired : 

''Can you tell me, sir, if a person by the name of 
Vernon Barber resides in this vicinity ?" 

The stranger started at these words as though he had 
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TeceiTed a blow, and then taming Buddenly upon tlM 
Burprised detective, he asked : 

" Do you know Vernon Barber V* 

" No/* replied the detective, " but I am anxious to 
gain some knowledge of him for a friend of mine, and it 
you are a friend of his perhaps you can oblige me.^ 

'^ Friend of his I'^ exclaimed the other scornfully. 
'^ You might search this village through and you will 
not find one friend of his in all your journey.^ 

" What has he done V^ inquired the detective. 

'' Done P replied his companion, ^^ rather ask me 
what he has not done. Do you see that new-made grave 
yonder ? Well, that is what he has done." 

'' What do you mean ? He has not committed mur- 
der, has he ?" 

'' I mean that he has committed murder. Not that 
he has taken the knife, the pistol or the poisonous cup 
to consummate his work, but murder has followed his 
actions as surely as though he had buried his hands iu 
blood.'' 

" Will you tell me the story ?" inquired the detec- 
tive, now thoroughly interested ; and feeling that he 
oould trust the man before him, he continued, *'I am a 
detective, and am inquiring for Vernon Barber, who is 
suspected of a crime. If you have no objections, your 
recital may assist me in my search.'' 

^* Anything that will bring Yemen Barber to justice. 
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will be freely done by me/' replied the other, *n an 
excited manner. *'I will tell you the story of that poor 
dead girl^ whom we have just laid away to rest/' 

*' Vernon Barber/' began the stranger without 
further preface^ ^' was born in this neighborhood, and as 
he grew up, his father, who was very wealthy, sent him 
away to school. But he was too wild and reckless to 
confine himself to his books and he was sent home. 
From that time he has never done any good whatever. 
Shortly after reaching his majority he went away from 
home, and nothing was heard from him until a little 
over a year ago, when he returned unexpectedly and 
remained until about three months since, when he as 
suddenly disappeared, saying that he was going west. 
We have heard nothing from him since, and his father 
has sold his farm and moved away." 

" Then his parents are no longer here ? " 

'* No, they have gone away. But to come to the 
story I started to tell you, and which has ended in that 
little grave and in a desolate home over yonder. 

'' Miriam Brandon was the beauty of the village, 
and the support of her widowed mother, whom von saw 
here to day. She taught school here, and every one 
who knew her had a kindly word for the pretty little 
schoolmistress. Many a young man had made advances, 
bat none had succeeded in gaining the favor of the 
young lady, until Vernon Barber came home. His daah* 
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ing manners and handsome face, soon cap'.iyaied the 
demure and modest Miriam^ and it was not long before 
they were frequently seen together, walking in the eve- 
ning twilight, or riding behind the beautiful pair of 
bays which Vernon Barber had brought home with him. 
Many an old dame shook her head sadly as she saw 
this, for somehow or another Vernon Barber's mannem 
seemed to fill everybody with doubts of his sincerity. 

** Several of her friends tried to remonstrate with 
Miriam, but all to no effect. The gentle girl, in every 
other matter so subdued, in this betrayed a spirit that 
could not be controlled. She loved Vernon Barber with 
all the intensity of her loving nature. He was her hero 
and her God. What wonder then, that yielding to his 
blandishments, she trusted to his honor and surrendered 
her own to his keeping. 

'^ A promise of marriage never intended to be kept, 
an oath of affection as false as hell — and Miriam Bran* 
don gave to Vernon Barber all that a woman holds dear 
in this world, and became his wife in every other 
respect except in name. 

'^ Do not think that any one was cognizant of these 
facts. Not even her aged mother dreamed for a mo- 
ment of the state of affairs. Not the slightest breath of 
doubt or Suspicion ever clouded the fair name of the 
pretty maiden who taught our school. 

^* Vernon Barber should have been proud of his con* 
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quest — ne should have tenderly nursed .hat trusting 
love^ which he had gained^ and should have defended 
her until deaths for the confidence she had reposed in 
him. But he soon began to tire of the lovely toy, and 
sharp words would bring the tears very often to the 
lovely eyes of the too trusting girl. 

*' Thus matters passed on, and at length a rumoi 
reached the village that Vernon Barber was about to 
marry a lady from New York City, of great beauty and 
of princely fortune. The news came to Miriam's ears, 
and never doubting the honor of her lover, she refused 
to believe its truthfulness. 

'^ Another fact became known to her. She was 
about to become a mother. All the love of her heart 
and all the trustfulness of her confiding nature went 
out to the father of her child. He could not be false. 
He loved her and she would believe in him. 

'* Poor girl, how cruelly she was deceived. Upon 
Barber's next visit to her, she laughingly told him the 
rumors that she had heard, and he, instead of denying 
them, afiSrmed their correctness. With a brutal sneer 
at her, he told her of the beauty and fortune of his 
prospective bride, and with an insolent allusion to her 
too confiding disposition he left her. 

''From that day, Miriam Brandon never smiled 
again. She gave up her school and remained at home, 
and when^ three months ago, Vernon Barber took his 
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departure^ Bhe stood at the window and rale bed, wiUi 
aching heart, his disappeariug form, full knotting that 
she woald never see him again in this wcrld. 

**Noone knew of this, however, until one evening 
a few days ago, she called to her mother in accents of 
pain. The terrible secret could no longer be kept ; the 
pangs of maternity were upon her and her story would 
soon become known to the little world around her. 

** Then it was she told that heart-broken mother all 
the sad story. Her love, her confiding yielding, the 
lover's betrayal, and then^ at last, a prayerful wish to 
die. 

" Poor girl, her wish was granted, and to-day, sir* 
you saw consigned to the earth the body of the once 
beautiful Miriam Brandon, and in her arms lay the little 
babe that only once opened its bright blue eyes upon 
the scenes of earth. There they rest now, safe from 
harm, from calumny and dishonor ; and Verson Bar- 
ber, whose dastardly deed htt3 resulted in this sad work, 
will have much to answer for, ere his day is ended.'' 

The detective listened sorrowfully to the narration 
of this affecting story, and as it was finished, he thanked 
the gentleman who had related it, and clamping his 
hand, he said : 

^^ Best assured, sir, that if retributive justice is a 
quality not quite extinct, Vernon Barber will meet tbi 
fate he so richly deserves." 



THB MEN FOUND. TH 



OHAPTBB IX. 

7%e Mm Found — and again Lo%t — Niagara FalU- -An UneatpeeM 
Mteting^Another Pieee of Tarn Paper — The Detectii^f en the 
Track, 

TXTB will now return to the parsait of the two men 
^ ^ who had so successfully escaped from John 
Varian and who were believed to have taken the train 
southward from Youngstown. 

It may seem very strange that after having reached 
the Canadian boundaries in safety they should have re- 
turned again to the United States^ but I felt fully con- 
vinced that this divergence was only made in the hope 
of throwing any one who might be pursuing them off 
the tracks and having reached the protecting shores of a 
foreign country, they imagined that pursuit, even should 
any be made, would then cease, and they would conse- 
quently be enabled to continue their journey unmolested 
and without fear of being discovered. 

The unexpected appearance and desperate chase of 
the detective must have disturbed their plans very much 
and acted as a very decided wet blanket upon their hopes 
of having successfully eluded their pursuers. 

That these were the men we were desirous of captur- 
ing there could be no doubt. Their appearance accorded 
entirely with the descriptions originally furnished, and 
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their coarse from the commeDcement of thei: flight had 
been intelligently traced to this point. I was onfidenfc, 
therefore, that there could be no mistake abont their 
identity. 

My operatives had been started npon the road, and 
Mr. Bangs awaited the reception of some message which 
would inform him of the success or failure of their 
mission. 

He was just about retiring for the night when a 
telegram was handed to him, and upon opening it, he 
found it to be from one of the men whom he had sent 
off that afternoon in the endeavor to intercept the sup- 
posed fugitives, and which read as follows : 



** Suspension Bridge/' 

''Our goods here — come at once.*' 



Ascertaining that the first train which would leave 
Buffalo would not start until early in the morning, Mr. 
Bangs retired to his room, and after a light but refresh- 
ing slumber arose, and reaching the depot in good time, 
took passage for the suspension bridge. 

Arriving there he met Operative Sugden, who had 
discovered what he believed to be undoubted traces of 
the men at an hotel there. 

Upon the register of the hotel were two nimes evi« 
gently ijk ^he sai^^ handwriting as thoe^ wbic|i ba4 ^Q 
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furnished him as copies of the signatures of the suspected 
parties at Troyyille. The names upon the books were : 

B. 8. Henry, ) ^ . ^, 

^ y^ ^ f Tremont, Ohio. 
G. Carpenter, ) 

The names, it is true, were different from those orig- 
inally given, but the initial letters were the same, and 
the formation of these letters were identical, conse- 
quently there could be but little doubt but that they 
were written by the same party. 

The landlord, upon being interrogated, informed my 
man that these persons had arrived at the hotel early on 
the evening previous and had retired immediately after 
they had partaken of supper, since which time he had 
heard nothing from them. 

His description of their personal appearance agreed 
perfectly with those already given, and Mr. Bangs felt 
sure that the game had been treed and would soon be 
Bafely bagged. 

He posted Operative Sugden in such a position that 
be could command a full view of the door leading from 
the room occupied by the two men, and giving him 
strict instructions to maintain a close watch, he sat down 
to his breakfast with high hopes of immediate success 
filling his mind. 

After waiting a considerable time and hearing no 
ipoveo^nt tl^t wopl4 i?^4io^t^ tb^t the oooupants of 
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the room were Btirring. Sugden began to grow impa> 
tient, and procuring a chair^ he moanted it^ and taming 
the transom obtained a full view of the interior. 

To his utter dismay and discomfiture he discovered 
that the room was unoccupied^ the coverings upon the bed 
had not been disturbed^ and the men had evidently not 
retired at all. 

Ho immediately notified Mr. Bangs of this disap- 
pointing discovery and an examination of the room 
followed. The landlord was positive that the men had 
been assigned this apartment and the porter distinctly 
remembered showing them to this room which they 
entered and locked the door behind them, but the aggra- 
vating fact still remained that the birds had flown and 
had left no trace of their departure. 

The hotel had been closed about one o'clock in the 
morning and the doors had all been found securely fas- 
tened when the house had again been opened for business 
and consequently they must have left before the hour of 
closing. 

Every person about the premises was questioned, 
but not one of them had seen anything of them, their 
flight had been en tire .y unperceivcd and a private 
entrance upon the side street must have been chosen by 
them in leaving, as they could not have passed out 
through the main entrance unobserved. 

The men were gone however, there could be nodoaM 
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of that It really seemed as though the Fates had con- 
spired against us and that we were to be continually 
doomed to disappointment just as we were upon the 
point of achieving success. 

There was no help for it however, and idle complaints 
would avail us nothing in discovering their whereabouts. 

One thing was evident even in the midst of disap- 
pointment, they certainly could not have taken any train 
at that hour^ and must therefore have resumed their 
former mode of traveling on foot, and our search must 
be recommenced upon the same plan as that originally 
adopted. 

It must be confessed that these continued disappoint- 
ments had a very depressing effect upon our spirits. We 
had struggled bravely and manfully through the surging 
waters of speculation and theory. We had seen the 
alluring lights of a promised success shining brightly 
upon the opposite shore, with renewed energy we had 
redoubled our efforts, and then, just as we were about to 
realize that success for which we had been contending, 
our hands had relaxed and we had fallen back again into 
that sea of doubt, which we had so fondly hoped we had 
safely encompassed. 

Notwithstanding this fact, however, neither our cour- 
age nor our energies failed us, we were still determined 
to succeed, and these primary disappointments instead 
of dampening the ardor of our pursuit, only served to 
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strengthen our resolves, and to imbue ds with a more 
resolute will to accomplish the puri)Ose upon which W6 
had originally engaged. 

Becalling Varian and the other operiEitiTe, who^ 
together with Mr. Sugden, were soon closeted with Mr. 
Bangs, the orders were issued^ and the three men, 
departing indifferent direction^; began imcw a system 
of inquiry, which, although not entirely successful that 
far, had, at least, been instrumental in tracing the ram 
to this hotel. 

Much time had now elapsed and we wefB already. 
far adyanced into the month of August, ere these efBtttf 
had transpired. 

Resolving to remain at this place durinig the day or 
until he heard from the men whom he had just detailed^ • 
Mr. Bangs strolled leisurely out to the famous bridgtr 
which spans the river at this point. 

Walking out upon the shore of the river, he wit^ 
nessed a scene never to be forgotten in the life of tiio: 
♦ourist or the traveler. 

Far away in the distance fell the roaring torrents ct 
the wondrous falls, while before him were running with 
t(U*rific velocity, the rapids. The waters from the great 
cataract, which rush to the bottom of the river above, 
and apparer tly disappear, leaving the stream unrippled 
and culm, hero force their way again to the surface, and 
th^ dfishing breakers rear their white crested forms higkf- 
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in air with a power and beanty unequalled in the worlds 
The waves are lifted in wild fury many feet in the air, 
and then, sinking again, rush on to that circling vortex 
known as the whirlpool. 

Nature, in all her beauty and awful grandeur, WM 
spread before him, and after viewing the scene here pw 
sented, he determined to visit the wonderful and mag> 
nificent Falls, whose thunder could be distinctly heard, 
even at this distance. He therefore took passage in the 
little steamer that, during the seasonable weather, 
makes regular trips to the foot of the cataract, and from 
the deck of which, the finest view may be obtained of 
the falling waters. 

After a short passage they arrived at their destina- 
tion, and the glorious panorama, in all the fulness of its 
splendor, was before him. 

No one can witness this great spectacle unmoved. 
An overwhelming sensation of awe and admiration at 
once takes possession of the mind. Hundreds of feet in 
the air rise the massive rocks, over which is precipi- 
tated the immense flood. The stupendous mass of the 
roaring and falling waters descending with overpower- 
ing force, dwarfs into insignificance surrounding objects, 
which, in themselves, are worthy of consideration. 
Before this spectacle, so sublime, surpassing, in majesty 
aod grandeur and power, all the works of nature, the 
q>eotator becomes ir different to everything else, and 
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the mind is wholly absorbed in the contemplation of 
this miracle of natural grandeur which deserves to be 
classed as the eighth wonder of the world. 

While Mr. Bangs stood wrapt in admiration of the 
beauty of the scene before him, his reverie was inter* 
rupted by a voice which he immediately recognized as 
belonging to Frank Grant, the young man who had 
given him the information about Vernon Barber^ and 
had stated his belief that Barber was connected with the 
robbery. 

^^ Mr. Bangs, good morning. Sir/' said Grant, 
advancing, and extending his hand. '^Tou have not 
succeeded in reaching Vernon Barber, yet, have you P* 

" No, sir," replied Mr. Bangs, " but we are, I think, 
upon his track." 

Frank Grant was accompanied by a friend, whom he 
introduced as James Cole, and who evinced a lively 
interest in the conversation. 

" Vernon Barber I" said he, " why, if I am not 
mistaken, I saw him at the Great Western Depot this 
morning, in company with another man, and they took 
the train for the west." 

*^Are you sure of that?" eagerly inqoired Mr. 
Bangs. 

^* Quite sure," replied the other. **I could, not have 
been mistaken, as I have known him by sight for a long 
time.^ 
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This infoimation bad a yery aggrayating effect upon 
Mr. Bangs. There was no doubt tbat while he and Mr. 
Sugden were awaiting their appearance from their cham- 
ber at the hotel, these men were quietly taking their 
passage upon a train that would bear them far away. 

Instantly the beauty of the scene faded from his 
new, the roaring torrents fell unnoticed, and he impa- 
tiently awaited the return of the boat, so that he might be 
enabled to prosecute his inquires in a manner that would 
conyince him of the correctness of this information. 

Concealing his annoyance and impatience, howeyer, 
Mr. Bangs conyersed pleasantly with these two men, 
and from their conyersation obtained many important 
items of information of the antecedents of Vernon Bar- 
ber. 

Upon arriying at the hotel, the proprietor handed 
him a note, which he eagerly opened, and found to be a 
communication, which filled him with high hopes of 
success. 

** TTie two men took Oreat Western train for the west 
— wiU follow them and inform you of their destination. 

Sugden.*^ 

The operatiye had been in time to anticipate their 
departure, and was upon the train with them. This was 
good news, indeed, and Mr. Bangs immediately sat down 
and notified me of this fairorable aspect of aifairs. 
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Hastily producing bis pocketbook^ be took out the 
fragment originally secured^ and laying it beside the 
crumpled and burnt piece upon the table before him— 
the torn and irregular edges fitted together in a manner 
that left no room for further doubt. 

The address thus completed^ read as follows : 

**A. MacDonald, 

OahlandSf 

Indiana.^* 

With trembling hands he replaced the two pieces of 
paper in his pocket, and for the first time since the in- 
vestigation began, he saw his way clearly and definitely 
defined in the matter. 



CHAPTER X 



Lti9^$ Taung DnavM—A Brilliant Party—A Ikmgercm BltU 

and a Timely Beicue, 

rr^HE strange and unexpected meeting between Kate 
-^ MacDonald and Glayton Wolford was productiye 
of marked and pleasing results. Each had heard of the 
other quite frequently and in phrases the most flatter- 
ing 01fu*a'8 loYe for her brother and her friend had 
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induced a lavish use of compliments of one to the other, 
the effect of which bad been to prepare them to a great 
extent for the acquaintance which had thus been made 
under such peculiar circumstances. 

To Clayton Wolford the rare beauty of the blushing 
and indignant girl as she repulsed the advances of her 
inebriated assailant^ was a revelation of loveliness which 
charmed every sense of his being. The proud poise of 
the noble head^ the flashing of the beautiful dark eyes, 
and the clear ringing tones of her musical voice, made 
an impression upon his mind and heart that was des- 
tined to remain with him for a long time. Her entire 
absence of fear as she resented the attack upon hei 
maiden purity and modesty, and the sudden transition 
to the womanly tears that fell from her lovely eyes as 
the danger was safely passed — all had endeared her to 
him in a manner that would perhaps have taken months 
of previous acquaintance and intercourse to accomplish. 
Already he began to experience that delightful sensation 
of which the poets have written and sung so sweetly 
since the earliest days of humanity. 

Nor was Kate less susceptible than her gallant and 
manly rescuer. During her intercourse with Olara 
WolfQrd, she had frequently listened to the prases of her 
noble brother. Under the influences of these sisterly 
flatteries, Kate had almost instinctively pictured to her* 
$e)f in mP^t laxurious coloring, the personal appearance 
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and the manly virtues of the brother of her friend. 
CoTisequently when he appeared to her as the defender 
of her person, who had so herocially rushed to her res- 
cue in a moment of, what she belieyed to be, supreme 
danger, she was disposed to regard him as fully worthy 
of all the encomiums which had been so generously 
bestowed upon him, by his fond and admiring sister. 

Nor did his appearance belie his praises — tall and 
erect, with broad, firm-set shoulders, a finely formed 
head, surmounted by curling locks of chestnut-brown 
hair — he seemed fully to realize the dreams which she 
had so frequently indulged in. His dark-blue eyes, that 
seemed to twinkle so merrily with good humor one 
moment, and the next would be fixed with earnest gaze, 
upon the animated face upturned to his, gave ample 
indication that the heart of the man was true, and that 
his mind was pure. 

It was not strange, therefore, that when they reached 
their residence, a feeling of mutual affection and trust 
had taken possession of them both, and that they con- 
versed with the freedom of old friends. 

As may be expected, their arrival together, was the 
occasion of great surprise, and explanations were a 
necessity, and in response to the eager questionings of 
the impulsive Clara, the story of their meeting, and the 

causes which 1^4 tp it were fully disclose^ t9 ^^e lif tffi- 
ing family. 
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^*It is too bad/' exclaimed Clara, with an assnmp^ 
tion of temper^ which she was far from expchencing. 
" After I had planned the nicest little surprise for Clay- 
ton, that all my plans should be blown to the winds, 
and you two should meet under a veil of romance^ that 
far exceeds anything I could have imagined/' 

" Never mind, Clara/' replied the brother, laugh- 
ingly. " Do not be angry, for you know that if I had 
not arrived in time, the consequences might have been 
very serious." 

Kate blushed at the words of the young man, and 
with this explanation, the family passed into the break- 
fast room, where the morning repast awaited them. 

Ah yes — their meeting had been a romantic one, but 
what shall we say of the events wliich were to follow 1 

That evening the Wolford mansion was in a blaze of 
light. The handsome parlors were brilliantly illumina- 
ted, and a large company of well dressed gentlemen and 
elegently attired ladies, were gathered together to par- 
take of the hospitalities of their genial and liberal host, 
and to celebrate in an enjoyable manner, the Thanksgiv- 
ing holiday. 

Amid all the varieties of beauty and toilet, Knte 
MacDonald, was the acknowledged belle, and she wsa 
surrounded by an eager group of young gentlemen, all 
desirous of winning her favor, or securing her ban4 as i 
partner in the dance. 
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Clayton Wolford, as he looked at the beaatiful girl, 

whose movements were so graceful, whose mannei was 

BO sprightly, and yet so modest, and whose toilet was a 

maryel of that quiet, elegant taste, which bespeaks the 

true lady, thought that he had never before met one 

who entirely fulfilled his ideal of a pure and lovely 

woman. 

His attentions to the charming girl were much 

marked during the evening, and many of the ancient 

dames who had daughters of their own to marry, noticed 

with envious eyes the admiration which he so openly 

displayed for this friend and companion of his sister. 

Nor was the envy confined entirely to the mammas with 

marriageable daughters, for there were many young 

gentlemen present who would have given much for one 

of those bright ravishing smiles that invariably greeted 

Clayton Wolford as he approached the group which 

hovered about Kate when she was not engaged in dan- 
cing. 

B'rank and ingenuous in her disposition, she was 
^tirely unused to the masks and disguises of fashionable 
•^iety. She had never been taught to hide her feelings 
oeneath the cold covering of indifEerence, and the 
enthusiasm with which she entered into the enjoyments 
of the evening while they proclaimed the novice, in no 
1^ a degree did they evince the freshness, the purity 
aad the beauty of the child of nature, whose youthful- 
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ness had not been tainted by the follies^ the vanities and 
the deceifcfulness of the world of fashion. 

The evening passed delightfully away^ and as the 
last can'iage drove off with the last lingering gnesta, 
Kate turned toward Mrs. Wolford and throwing her arms 
around the good old lady exclaimed with all the fervor of 
youthful exuberance : 

" Thank you. Auntie Wclford, for one of the happiest 
evenings in my life/' 

" May you always be as happy as you have been to- 
night^ my darling, for I am sure you deserve to be, and 
now good nighty for you will want all your roses for to- 
morrow." 

The next morning Kate appeared at the table as 
fresh and rosy as though the fatigues of the evening 
before had been entirely forgotten. 

After the meal had been finished, Clara arose and 
addressing her brother said : 

'^ Clayton^ won't you take Kate and me out for a ride 
this morning? The air is delightful, and I know we wiU 
enjoy it." 

** Gertainly, my dear sister, nothing would gire me 
greater pleasure, and if Miss MacDonald has no obje<>- 
tion I w 11 have the horses saddled at once.'' 

Kate signified her pleasure at the invitation and eooa 
the horses were champing their bits in front of the hooM 
awaiting the oommands of the young people. 
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Clayton assisted the young ladies to mounts and then 
vaulting lightly into the saddle^ the merry party pro- 
ceeded gaily down the long sweeping avenue and out into 
the road that led to the open country beyond. 

The horses were fine spirited animals and their 
graceful moyements and proud carriage proved the pur- 
ity of their breeding and the excellence of their con- 
dition. 

The animal which carried Kate was a coal-black mare, 
whose Tery action was grace itself. She had not how- 
ever been much exercised of late, and Clayton would have 
preferred the selection of some other, but Kate, avIio had 
ridden her before, pleadingly insisted upon riding her to- 
day, and all objections were silenced. 

It was not without some apprehension that Clayton 
consented to this, but her appeal was irresistible, and he 
was compelled to yield to her request. He determined, 
however, to watch her every movement and to guard 
against any possible accident. 

Kate's riding was simply superb. Accustomed from 
her infancy to the saddle, she rode with all the ease and 
grace of an empress. Her seat was firm, her hand 
^eady, and she laughed lightly at the doubtful counte- 
uance of Clayton WolfOrd as 'ihey started ofE. 

**Do not be alarmed, Mr. Wolford,'' said the girl. 
*' I have ridden the Princess before, and I am not at all 
doubtful of her docility/' 
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She did indeed manage the Princess admirably, and 
the noble animal seemed to be fully aware of the beauty 
which she carried. As they trotted along^ chatting 
picasantfy, the fears of Clayton Wolford were dissipated, 
and he gave himself up to the enjoyment of the occa- 
sion. 

The day was one of those that come bright, beauti- 
ful and sunny in the late fall. When the warm rays of 
the summer's sun seem to be contending with the cool 
winds that herald the approaching winter. The invig- 
orating atmosphere soon communicated itself to the 
spirits of the trio of equestrians^ and the sound of merry 
laughter was frequently borne upon the wind. 

Clayton Wolford seemed to be in exuberant spirits. 
Nceer before had he so intensely enjoyed a gallop across 
the country, and if he had admired Kate upon their 
first meeting — if he had been impressed with her das- 
zling beauty as she stood in the full glare of the brilliantly 
lighted hall amid the throng of happy faces — he realized 
now that it was more than admiration which he felt for 
the lovely girl who sat her horse so gracefully, whose 
eyes were sparkling with merriment, and whose quick 
replies and merry humor evinced a happy disposition 
and a mind well stored. 

Yes, Clayton Wolford was in love, and whether it 
was through the agency of his pretty sister or whether 
^e inscrutable operations of fate had brought him to 
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this state, lie could not tell — ^he only knew that of all 
the women he had ever met the one beside him was the 
sweetest and most lovable in the world to hinL 

Never before had he exerted himself so much to be 
entertaining as daring this delightful morning ride, and 
his conversation was of a character well calculated to 
produce a favorable impression upon his companioK. 

Thus they gayly cantered on until reaching the imo 
of the railroad which crossed the road they were travel- 
ing. He cautioned the ladies to be c&reful as a sharp 
curve in the road would hide an apprc^^^hing train from 
the view of the traveler until it was almost upon them, 
and serious danger might be the result. 

Scarcely had the wamui^ words issued from his lips 
than the shrill whistle of the locomotive was heard, and 
the flying train dashed by with lightning-like rapidity. 

The horses staited impulsively and affrightedly, and 
the Princess^ viiose conduct had been most exemplary 
heretofore, began to evince a spirit of restiveness that 
boded mischief. She reared herself suddenly upon her 
hind feet, and, turning swiftly around, plunged madly 
away in the direction in which they had come. So sud- 
den and unexpected had been this action that no one 
was prepared for it, and the mare had cleared a consid- 
erable space before either of her two companions realized 
what hvd happened or were enabled to render any assist- 
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The brave girl tnmed a shade paler as she realiied 
the danger of her position, bnt with unflinching courage 
and firmness she attempted to guide and control the 
frightened animal. 

All to no avail, however, so utterly overcome by fear 
was the Princess, that she became entirely unmanage- 
able, and seizing the bit between her teeth, she kept on 
at breakneck speed, unmindful of the attempts of her 
fair rider, who vainly endeavored to control her. 

Clayton Wolford soon succeeded in quieting bi8 own 
horsu, and bidding his sister remain where she was, or 
to follow him if she desired, he put spurs to his steed 
and was soon galloping in pursuit of the flying Prinoeea 
and her precious burden, doubly precious now that dan- 
ger was staring her in the face, and death, perhaps, was 
imminent. 

On sped the wild horse, now utterly beyond all oen- 
trol, and it required all the presence of mind and firm* 
ness which Kate possessed to maintain her seat. Vainly 
•he attempted to restrain the mad pace of the terrified 
animal, and at length, finding her efforts useless, with 
calm resignation and undiminished courage, she awaited 
with no little anxiety the fate which seemed to be in 
store. 

On came the young man, the footfalls of his noble 
horse thundering upon the road behind her. One idea 
icemed to take postsession of him, the safety of the girl 
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before him^ and he was determined to rescue her or to 
risk his own life ?n the attempt ; but his horse seemed 
anable to compete^ in swiftness^ with the Princess, to 
whom fright had given an added speed ; and his heart 
sank within him as he felt himself powerless to assist 
her. 

Still he kept on, and at last he noticed, with a thrill 
of pleasure, that the leading horse began to lose ground, 
the lack of exercise had weakened her powers of endur- 
ance, and then his own began to gain slowly upon them. 
His exultation, however, was of short duration, for there 
occurred to him the dreadful thought that they were 
heading directly toward a swift running creek, whose 
precipitous banks rose several feet above the surface of 
the water, and he realized, with aching heart, that 
should he fail to overtake her before reaching there, the 
consequences to the girl he loved would be fatal. 

Again he plied the spurs, and with a snort of pain, 
his horse dashed on at an increased rate of speed. 
Nearer they came to the danger that threatened them ; 
Kate, all unconscious of her impending fate, still 
engaged in the hitherto fruitless efforts to subdue the 
vlld animal she rode, while Clayton, with his mind 
filled with terrible apprehensions, gave thought only to 
the doom which seemed to be inevitable, but which he 
was determined to avert. 

Nearer and nearer they approached the fatal spot, 
ft 



»8 A DANOJSnotrs BIDX. 

but nearer and nearer came thepurBuing stefd. ELate 
could hear the quick^ labored breathing of the horse 
behind her, and then she saw the danger before her. 
She heard the firmly spoken^ assuring words of the rider, 
and then she remembered nothing more. 

When she recovered her consciousness, she was lying 
upon the soft grass by the roadside^ her head supported 
on the breast of Clara Wolford^ while Clayton, with 
tenderness and solicitude upon his face, was bending 
over her. 

Two horses were standing near by, their qaivering 
nostrils and heaving sides telling the story of the long 
chase, but the Princess was not one of them. 

" Where am I ?^' inquired the girl, with a shiver, as 
though awakening from a dreadful dream. 

^'You are quite safe now, dear, and all danger is 
over," replied Clara, soothingly. 

She was quite conscious now, and upon being assisted 
to her feet, she discovered that she had entirely escaped 
injury. She looked thankfully up into Clayton Wol* 
ford's face, as tears of gratitude filled her eyes. 

Eagerly looking around, she inquired : 

" Where is the Princess ? " 

^^ Come and see,'' said Clara, and taking the arm of 
her friend, they walked a distance of some thirty feet to 
the bank of the creek, and following the direction 
pointed out by Clara, the body of the dead horse met 
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her yiew^ as it lay at the bottom in the shallow and 
swiftly ranning water. 

Silently she gazed upon the noble horse, whose 
career had been thus suddenly ended, and then she 
looked inquiringly into the eyes of the girl who stood 
before her. 

*^ How is it ? '^ said she at last, ^* that the Princess is 
lying there dead, while I am alive and unhurt ? '' 

" You have had a very narrow escape, dear, and had 
Clayton been a moment later in reaching you, you might 
now be lying there too.'^ 

With trembling lips the fair girl related to her com- 
panion the manner of her escape. How as she fainted, 
and would have fallen from her horse, or been dragged 
to destruction, the strong arm of Clayton Wolford, who 
had succeeded in overtaking her, was thrown around 
her, and she was lifted in safety from the saddle. No 
powex on earth could have stopped the speed of the ani- 
mal she rode, and she plunged on, until, reaching the 
bank of the creek, she had leaped high in the air, and 
had fallen to the bottom and was killed. 

It seemed almost a miracle, and it was only by the 
most wonderful exercise of strength and nerve, that 
Clayton Wolford had been enabled to turn his own 
horse, when within a few feet of the brink, and thus 
succeeded in saving his own life and hers. 

A great shudder convulsed her frame, as she listened 
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to the story, bnt when she looked up at the youig man's 
approach, there was in her eyes such a look of grateful 
affection and loving thankfulness, that many a man 
would have perilled his soul to obtain. 

*^ My dear friend/' at length said the girl, e^cimding 
her hands toward her preseryer. ^* How can I ever 
thank you ? You have saved me from a horrible death, 
and yet I cannot speak such words as would tell you of 
my gratitude.*' 

Clayton took the two trembling hands within his own, 
and his voice faltered perceptibly as he answered : 

'^No words are necessary Miss MacDonald. To have 
been of service to you is of itself sufficient recompense. 
I only hope that no serious consequences may result from 
this unfortunate adventure.^' 

They were not far from home, and Clayton placing 
Eate upon the horse which he had ridden, walked by 
her side, as they slowly wended their way to the resi- 
dence they had left that morning in such gaiety and 
spirits. 

But few words were exchanged upon the journey, 
but each heart was busy with its own emotions, and 
silence in such a moment was far more eloquent than 
language. 

Again the intrepid young man had rendered valuabln 
service to the beautiful girl, and each had learned in this 
second hour of danger how dear they were to each olher. 
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Thus baded with their own thoughts the little party 
reached the home of the Wolf ords, and it is not strange 
ilist as the young man assisted his fair charge to alight 
his hand should more tenderly clasp the delicate fingers 
which he held^ or that the light of love in his eyes 
should be met by an answering beam from those of the 

resouad girl. 



OHAPTEE XL 



JUoaipe of the Fugitives — My OpertUive Vieite Archibald MaeDon* 

aid — A Questionahle Quest. 

IMMEDIATELY after receiving the message from 
Operative Sugden, Mr. Bangs informed me of the 
progress that had thus far been made in the matter, and 
of the important discovery of the balance of the directed 
envelope found in the Express OflBce at Trojville. 

I therefore lost no time in perfecting a plan of oper- 
ations that would at once determine the question 
whether the information thus received was of value or 
otherwise. 

It was barely possible that the person to whom the 
envelope had belonged, and who had so carelessly dis- 
posed of it, might be one who had business dealings 
with the gentleman whose name was indorsed upon it ; 
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it might be that the identificatiou of the person thm 
addressed would lead to the discovery of the real crim- 
lualy or it might eventually transpire that neither the 
two scraps of paper and the name indorsed upon it 
would be of any practical value whatever in the investi- 
gation. 

Whatever the result might be^ however, it became a 
matter of the utmost necessity to trace the individual 
whose name was upon the paper^ and whom, up to this 
time^ I had never seen nor heard of. I was impressed 
with the idea that in some manner this Archibald Mac- 
Donald was to bear an important relation to the matter 
now in hand, and I resolved to cultivate his acquaintance 
without delay, if he could be found. 

Whatever hopes were entertained of our being upon 
the track of the fugitives were soon dissipated, and again 
Fate intervened between us and success. 

Sugden, the operative who had succeeded in board- 
ing the train upon which the supposed thieves had taken 
passage, and who was entirely unknown to them, entered 
the car and took a seat where he would be enabled to 
watch their movements unobserved. 

Upon making a closer examination of their persons 
than he had as yet had an opportunity of doing, he 
became convinced that both men were disguised ; that 
their hair and whiskers were not of a natural color, aud 
that some material had been used upon their faces that 



AN B8CAPE. 103 

would change their complexions^ for both men ap^^eared 
to be as swarthy as Indians. 

Nothing occurred upon the journey of any moment 
and the detective was congratulating himself upon tlio 
fact that he would soon be able to determine their stop 
piiig place and to report the fact that they had been 
successfully located. During all the time he managed 
to keep them ever in sight, but this indeed was no seri- 
ous task, for the men moved about but little, and seemed 
to be taking their traveling experience in a very matter 
of fact sort of way. 

The train at length reached Detroit, and as the men 
prepared to leave the car the detective quietly and un 
observedly followed them, supposing that they had 
reached their destination and that he was upon the eve 
of discovering their place of abode. 

This proved to be a mistake, however, for the men 
simply walked into the refreshment room and seated 
themselves for supper, the detective within easy dis- 
tance. Finding the men thus unconcernedly awaiting 
their repast, Sugden went over to the telegraph oflBce 
and forwarded a dispatch to Mr. Bangs, informing him 
of the result of his mission and that the men were still 
with him. 

Having performed this task he returned to the re- 
freshment room and prepared to resume his duty of 
watching. 



104 AN B80APS. 

What was his dismay, however^ to find that the men 
whom lie had so zealously guarded had disappeared, and 
uo trace of them was to be discovered. They had not 
stopped to partake of their repast, but had evidently 
departed hurriedly, whether being called suddenly away 
or whether they had grown suspicious of the detectiye 
and had seized the momeut of his temporary absence for 
their departure he could not tell. 

He only knew that the men were gone. 

No time was now to be lost, and he hurriedly in- 
quired of the waiters, but none of them remembered 
having seen anything of the parties — waiters never do — 
and the cashier only recollected that two men, as de- 
scribed, had paid for their suppers and had gone oat 
He hastened to the train, and quickly boarding it, 
searched every car, but no one at all resembling the men 
he was after did he find. Their disappearance was sure, 
and not a trace was left of their whereabouts. The de- 
tective stood utterly dumbfounded at the unexpected 
turn which affairs had taken, and completely discomfited 
at the failure of his dream. 

From the topmost pinnacle of fancied success he 
hail been hurled to the depths of acknowledged an j 
vexatious defeat. 

Another examination of the train and a careful sur- 
vey of all the persons assembled about the depot only 
confirmed the aggravating fact that the birds had Aowxt, 
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and that their flight was a mystery he could not fathom. 
There was no help for it, howerer, and soon the in- 
formation of his unforeseen misfortune was following 
the congratulatory message, the sending of which had 
occasioned this dilemma. 

As the men were not upon the train, he determined 
to remain in the city of Detroit and to watch carefully 
for them, in the hope that they would remain here and 
that he might accidentally encounter them. As the 
train was about to move off, he again went through the 
cars, and again without success — the men he was in 
search of were not on board, and his westward journey 
also ended here. 

Upon being informed of this unfortunate result to 
my operative I was, as might be expected, much disap- 
pointed and chagrined. I could not however accuse the 
man of carelessness, for it was his duty to telegi*aph 
his progress, and he had every reason to imagine that 
when two men sit down to a table and order a repast 
they will remain long enough to consume it. I could 
only regard it as one of those unfortunate operations of 
circumstances which frequently occur and which are none 
the less annoying because they cannot be logically 
accounted for. 

The only thing that now remained for us was to 
make the effort to discover the Archibald MacMonald, 
whose residence was at Oaklands^ and whoso name wae 
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upon the mysterious pieces of envelope now in oat 
possession. 

I therefore dispatched a reliable operatiyo to the place 
above named, with instructions to discover this person 
and to learn the full particulars of his history, his mode 
of living and any facts in relation to his movements 
that might be of service to us. 

Entering Oaklands as the agent of a manufacturer 
of farming implements, the operative was soon enabled 
to make the acquaintance of the prominent men of busi- 
ness in the town and of the principal farmers in the 
neighborhood. By judicious inquiries he soon learned 
tlie history of Archibald MacDonald which has thus far 
been detailed by me. 

Archibald MacDonald was at home when my opera- 
tive reached the town, he having returned from a business 
trip, as was stated, to Chicago, and after establishing 
his headquarters at the principal store, my operative 
procured a horse and buggy and drove out to the house 
of the Scottish farmer. 

As ho approached the place he was particularly 
impressed with the high order of cultivation which was 
everywhere apparent. The fences which enclosed the 
broad acres were in excellent condition and the waving 
fields of grain that grew upon the soil were very luxur- 
iant. As he drew near to the res'dence of the Western 
farmer, he noticed the large and commodious house io 
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which he resided with his family when at home^ but 
which family now consisted only of himself and wife^ the 
son and daughter being away from home pursuing their 
studies as has already been stated. 

The dwelling was a large^ square one story structure 
with wide doorways ani high windows which opened 
upon the portico that entirely surrounded the house. A 
broad flight of steps led up to the main entrance, and 
this was approached by a winding driving avenue which 
bordered by brilliant flowers of various hues. A sloping 
and undulating lawn of several acres surrounded the 
honse, which, with its closely cut grass and numerous 
ornamental beds of flowering plants added a graceful 
charm to the rural beauty of the place. Large numbers 
of rare evergreens and choice perennials raised their 
forms and waved their branches in the wind. Every- 
thing presented to the view denoted the presence of an 
exalted taste and a neatness and beauty which at once 
proclaimed it to be the home of a happy and contented 
family. 

The outbuildings also displayed the same degree of 
strength, beauty and durability which marked the 
home. It seemed to the detective, as he turned his 
horse into the winding avenue and approached the house 
that Archibald MacDonald must be a very happy man, 
and that his life was more than pleasantly spent. He 
could scarcely repress a feeling of envy, as he contrasted 
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the beauty which snrrounded him, to the many change- 
ful and vicarious scenes through which he had passed in 
his life, while engaged in the pursuit of criminals, and 
in the interest of justice. 

Ascending the broad stairway, he rang the belly 
which was answered by a neatly dressed chambermaid, 
to wliom he handed his business card, and requested to 
see the owner of the premises. 

He was ushered into a broad passage-way, which 
extended the entire length of the building, and which 
was furnished as luxuriously as many drawing rooms. 

^^ Mr. MacDonald is in the library, and I will inquire 
if he will see you. He has just returned from Chicago, 
and is yery busy,^^ said the girl, in answer to his question. 

She returned in a few moments, and stated that Mr. 
MacDonald would see him as soon as he had dispatched 
a visiter with whom he was at present engaged. 

After a short time had elapsed, during which the 
detective had improved his opportunity to make n 
minute examination of the premises, he was requested 
to walk into the library, where the proprietor of the 
farm was prepared to receive him. 

The room into which he was now conducted, was a 
large square apartment, handsomely furnished, and 
tighted by two large windows, which opened upon the 
portico, and through which, the cool morning breeze was 
blowing. Arranged around the walls, were seYeiml 
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small book cases, well filled with their literary treasures, 
and at a table iu the centre of the room, surrounded bj 
a namber of books and papers, sat Archibald MacDon- 
aid. 

He arose to greet the detective as he entered, and as 
he did so, my operative was enabled to obtain a full 
view of his person. He was tall and spare, with broad 
shoulders, and a lithe elastic frame. His hair, which 
was of a light flaxen color, was brushed carelessly from 
his high forehead, beneath which, his smoothly shaven 
face, and clear cut, rather handsome features^ appeared 
in full relief. He was apparently a man about forty- 
five years of age, and though slightly sunburned from 
exposure to the weather, his complexion was as fresh 
as that of a boy. 

With an ease of manner, which bespoke the gentil- 
ity of his early breeding, he greeted the new-comer, and 
reqaested him to be seated. 

Upon stating the nature of his business, he was grati- 
fied to learn that Mr. MacDonald was in need of some 
agricultural implements, among which was a reaping 
machine of modem invention. 

While engaged thus in conversation a gentleman 
entered the room from the portico and through the win- 
dow, and as Mr. MacDonald looked up when he made 
his appearance the detective's quick eye noticed that a 
sbiide of annoyance passed over his face. 
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No words were exchanged, however, and fcht Etranger 
selecting a book from one of the shelves again left the 
room as he had entered it, by the window, and the oon- 
yersation was again resumed. 

My operative with an assumption of knowledge of 
the subject of his visit, and by the aid of illustrated 
catalogues, had succeeded in impressing Mr. MacDonald 
with the merits of a particular machine. 

''My only difSculty," said Mr. MacDonald, ''is that 
I am afraid none of my men will perfectly understand 
the workings of your reaper, and I may experience con- 
siderable trouble in operating it.'' 

" That can very easily be overcome,'' replied the de- 
tective. " We can send a man with the machine, who 
will put it together and will cut your grain, and by that 
means will be able to instruct any man whom you may 
desire to acquire such knowledge." 

After some further conversation upon the subject 
the detective arose to go, and Mr. MacDonald acoom* 
panied him to the door. As they reached the portico^ 
the person who had entered the Ijbrary while they were 
conversing was discovered seated near the door reading. 

This person was a young man apparently thirty-five 
years of age, of medium height, and with a smooth face 
and rather handsome features ; his complexion was dear 
and bright, and his dark hair was out close to his well 
formed bead. 
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Ka the detective bade Mr. MacDonald good morning 
And decended the steps^ that gentleman turned toward 
the reader^ and addressirg him in terms loud enough to 
be heard by the detectiye^ said : 

'^ Well^ Barber^ how do you think the farm has im- 
proved since you were here last ?'' 

The reply of the individual addressed was inaudible 
to the detective, but the name of Barber was instantly 
fastened upon his mind and I was very soon informed 
of this important discovery. 

Here, then, was some chain of proof which could be 
followed to advantage. If Vernon Barber was the thief 
it was certain that his whereabouts were known, and the 
opportunity of watching him was now afforded. 

His intimacy with a gentleman of the acknowledged 
respectability of Mr. Archibald MacDonald was a matter 
of curious speculation with me. It seemed impossible 
that he would be admitted as a guest at this house if 
the owner was aware of the true character of the man 
he was entertaining, and yet there must be an intimacy 
of a friendly nature between them, and they must have 
maintained a correspondence with each other, else how 
could this man Barber have had in his possession a 
letter addressed to Archibald MacDonald ? 

The general character of Mr. MacDonald, so far as 
could be ascertained through the inquiries of my opera- 
tive, was of such eminent respectability, that I was at 
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first utterly at a loss to account for the intimacy whicli 
seemed to exist between him and one who in his own 
native town, bore such a bad reputation. 

However, I resolved to probe the matter to the bot- 
tom, and having an extensive acquaintance among all 
of the most prominent business men in Chicago, I had 
no difficulty in procuring the machine desired by the 
farmer, and of forwarding it to him. 

All the other men engaged upon this operation were 
relieved, and I determined to pursue this branch of the 
investigation only. 

I had upon my force at the time, a young and intel* 
ligent operative by the name of Henry Pinkham. He 
was an excellent mimic, and with a fund of anecdote 
that was quite wonderful. Almost every incident that 
occurred under his notice, served as a reminder of 
something which he had heard previously, and which 
would afford an opportunity for the relation of some 
interesting story apropos to the occasion. 

He was a fine looking young fellow, with a &ank 
open expression of countenance, that invariably ^on 
the favor of those with whom he came in contact. He 
was also very easy and gentlemanly in his manner and 
deportment, and was perfectly at home in any society. 

A very little instruction was necessary to educate him 
in the management of the new machine, and as he had 
been reared upon a farm, his early training stood hio| 
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in good stead in this instance^ and I at once selected him 
for the purpose of the present investigation. 

Giying him full and explicit directions as to the 
nature of the operation, and with strict orders to fur- 
nish me with full and prompt reports of whatever occur- 
red under his notice, he was dispatched to Oaklands^ 
with what result^ will hereafter be shown. 



OHAPTEE XII. 

The Deteetite Domieiled at OahlancU — He hears something qf Im 

portanee. 

TT was a beautiful morning when Henry Pinkham 
-■- arrived at Oaklands. A refreshing shower of rain 
had fallen during the night, and under the beams of the 
morning's sun, the grass and trees bloomed forth with a 
freshness and beauty that charmed the eye and delighted 
the senses. 

As he stood upon the platform after leaving the 
train, Mr. MacDonald approached and in his usual gra- 
cious manner addressed him. 

** Are you the young man, sir, who was to accompany 
a reaping machine consigned to Archibald MacDonald ?*' 

**I am, sir,'^ replied Pinkham, "and I presume you 
are that gentleman," 
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''Yes, sir/* was the reply, **and if you will step thii 
way, Mr. Pinkham, I will drive you over to the farm.'* 

Upon reaching the carriage, which was waiting at 
the other end of the depot, the man designated as Ver- 
non Barber was found seated therein, and conversing 
pleasantly with the express agent, who was upon the 
platform, 

'^ Step right in, Mr. Pinkham,^' said Mr. MaoDonald^ 
^^you have arrived just in time, as I think we shall com- 
menoe cutting our grain to-morrow. Mr. Barber, this 
is the young man who is to operate upon the new reaper 
which I have purchased.'* 

Vernon Barber acknowledged the salutation, and as 
he looked up into the face of the man before him, the 
detective imagined that he saw a resemblance to some 
one he had seen before. Despite his present absence of 
whiskers, there was something about the appearance of 
Vernon Barber which awoke some latent memories^ but 
which were too vague and too unsatisfactory at preseDt 
to afford him any relief. Without troubling himaeU^ 
however, about this, he stepped into the carriage and 
they were soon speeding along the road towards the 
farm. 

Between Archibald MacDonald and liis guest there 
seemed to exist a mfitual interest and of a bu.^iiirss 
nature, and their manner towards each otlicr was qniio 
friendly. Now and then, however, the detective would 
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notice a quick cloud pass over the countenance of the 
elder of the two men, and for a moment or two he would 
appear to be ill at ease and annoyed. 

As they rode along. Barber turned towards his host 
and said : 

*^ The races are to come off in Ohicago next Thnri* 
day, shall you go over V* 

"I don't know/' replied MacDonald^ *' I should like 
to see them very much, and if I can arrange my affairs, 
I think I will go/' 

They drove into the winding avenue as he spoke, and 
the conversation upon that subject was dropped as they 
espied Mrs. MacDonald approaching them through the 
shrubbery. 

Mrs. MacDonald was a very beautiful woman, even 
at her age, and it was from her that Kate had inherited 
the large lustrous dark eyes which lighted up her face 
so magically. 

The husband drew up beside her as she neared them 
and introduced Finkham, whom he desired should be 
accommodated at the farm house during the time that 
he remained. 

The wife with a graceful courtesy acknowledged the 
polite salutation of the young detective, and the three 
men alighting, the horses were led around to the barn 
by a black boy who stood near, awaiting their arrival. 

Pinkham thus became pleasantly domiciled at the 
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residence of Archibald MacDonald, and he resolved to 
cnltivate the acquaintance of Vernon Barber at once. 

During the day he went over the fields that were to 
be harvested on the morrow, and with the assistance of 
one of the men upon the &rm the new machine was pui 
together and was ready for use. 

The conduct of Pinkham at once won for him the 
favor of those around him, and at nightfall when the 
evening repast was over and the family had gathered in 
the library room, his pleasing stories proved quite a 
source of entertainment. 

Just before retiriug for the night Mr. MacDonald as 
was his custom when at home paid a visit to the bams 
and outbuildings to see that everything was properly 
arranged for the night Inviting Pinkham to accom- 
pany him, the two started out, and with the watchful 
care of a good master, he saw that the stock was properly 
provided for, and then returned to the house. 

*' I am afraid, Mr. Pinkham, we shall not be able to 
do any harvesting to-morrow ; the weather looks very 
threatening and I fear we shall have rain.'' 

Pinkham felt quite satisfied at this prospect ; for the 
longer the delay, the better opportunity he would have 
of cultivating the suspicious visitor at the Oaklands farm. 

True enough, early on the following day, the gather 
ing clouds broke over thoir heads, and the rnin^ a heavy 
regular pour came down with a steadiness that promised 
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long continuance, and labor in the fields was postponed 
for that day. 

Pinkham having nothing particular to attract his 
attention or to which he could devote his mind^ walked 
into the library and selecting a book seated himself 
within one of the large curtained window and began to 
read. 

He had not been thus employed very long when Ver- 
non Barber accompanied by Mr. MacDonald entered 
the room and seated themselves at the table. 

" This cold wet day is enough to chill one to the bone, 
Mack,'' said Barber, with an easy air of familiarity. 
** Where is your spirit bottle, I think I will take a drink ?** 

The bottle and glasses were produced, and the two 
gentlemen partook of a liberal potation with evident rel- 
ish. 

** What do you think of going to the races on Thurs- 
day ? '' inquired Barber. 

"I do not know yet, but to-morrow I will decide 
whether I will go or not,'* replied MacDonald. 

** We may be able to meet some one there who will 
be of service to us, and as we must be very careful in 
this matter, it is necessary that we should 3ngage some 
shrewd party.*' 

^^ Barber, I don't like this business at all, and I wish 
we had never engaged in it. There is danger ahead, I 
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am sure, and if my wife or children should goffer 
throngh any act of mine, I shonld go mad/' 

'^ Nonsense^ old man, there is not a particle of daa- 
ger, and you are fretting yourself for nothing/' cheerilj 
responded the other. ^^ All we have to do, is to place 
the matter in the hands of some reliable party, and the 
work is done/' 

'' Barber, I tell you I don't like it. I haye nerei 
felt comfortable since we began it. I am not supersti- 
tious, but I cannot escape the ever present fear ih»t 
trouble will grow out of it." 

^' Don't be foolish, Mack. You know as well as I 
do, that we are perfectly safe in this arrangement, and 
that nobody will be hurt by what is done. Why then, 
do you continually worry about unnecessary trifles ?" 

The detective had thus far not been obserred, the 
heavy folds of the curtain completely hiding him from 
view, and keeping perfectly quiet, he listened intently 
to the conversation that was taking place. 

What business arrangements could these two men 
have in common with each other ? An 1 by what right 
of association did YerDon Barber thus so familiarly ad* 
dress his companion ? 

These questions flitted confusedly through the mind 
of the detective, but with the present lights before him, 
no satisfactory solution of the problem was afforded. 
It was evident, however, that there was a well under- 
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stood interest in which they participated in common, 
and what it was, he resolved to ascertain. 

^'Perhaps it is foolish and weak, but I cannot evade 
the feelings that I experience in regard to it/' replied 
Mr. MacDonald. 

Barber laughed lightly, and rising to his feet, he 
came over to his friend, and tapping him upon the 
shoulder, said : 

''Now old boy, don't be womanish. I think I will 
take a walk around the barn and smoke a cigar. Now 
don't think any more about it, and while I am gone, do 
you try to make up your mind to go to Chicago on 
Thursday.'* 

Saying which, he filled himself another glass of 
liquor, walked carelessly out of the room, and went down 
the lane toward the bam. 

Mr. MacDonald sat buried in deep thought for some 
time after the departure of his friend. At length he 
arose, and walking toward a secretary that stood against 
the wall opposite to the window at which the detective 
was seated, he opened it, and taking out a small square 
metallic box, he unlocked it and raised the lid. 

Silently he stood gazing at its contents, and then 
shaking his head sadly, he murmured to himself, but 
quite audibly to the detective : 

'' Are these things worth a man's honor and happi- 
uess?'' 
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Eagerly the detective peered forth to obtain a glimpse 
of the contents of the box, and as he did so— interested 
as he was — ^he momentarily forgot the book which lay 
npon his lap^ and which just at this important mo- 
ment slipped from his knee and fell to the floor with 
a loud noise. 

Archibald MacDonald started 'uddenly, closing the 
lid with a sharp snap, and turning around, the detectiTe 
caught a glimpse of as distorted a visage as had ever 
met his view. 

The fear, the suspicion and the agony of that expres- 
sion were startling, and the detective, realizing the 
necessity of prompt action, sank noiselessly back in hia 
chair pretended to be sound asleep. 

With quick but stealthy strides the startled man 
reached the window, and pulling aside the curtains dis- 
covered the detective slumbering as peacefully but ai 
uncomfortably as was possible for man to do. 

For a moment he stood gazing at the detective, who, 
schooled in his art, never quivered so much as an eye- 
lid under the searching look that was fastened npon 
him. 

He could hear a profoundly expressed sigh of relief 
escape the man as he became satisfied of the fact of the 
unconscious state ol the detective, and he hurriedly re* 
^urucd to the table, relooked the box, and restored it to 
lis hiding-place within the secretary. 
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Haying accomplished this he turned to the table, anJ 
leizing the decanter poured out a large glass of liquor, 
ikUd with trembling hand raised it to his lips and drained 
it at a single swallow. 

Further proceedings were interrupted by the entrance 
of Vernon Barber^ who came in shivering with cold and 
growling at the storm outside. 

** I will go with you to Chicago on Thursday," said 
MacDonald, and then he added in a whisper, '^ and we 
will take those things with us.'' 

He then motioned to the position of the detective, 
and walking to where he was sitting he gently attempted 
to awaken him. 

^' Come, Mr. Pinkham, you are taking your nap too 
early in the day. Gome, take something that will open 
your eyes,'* he said, very pleasantly, but there was a 
tremor in his tones which proved that he had not en- 
tirely recovered his nerves. 

Pinkham roused himself apparently with a great 
effort, and apologizing to Mr. MacDonald for falling 
asleep he helped himself to a drink and shortly after 
left the roonL 

As he walked to the rear of the house he stood for a 
few minutes at the open door gazing out at the view 
presented before him. 

Everything without was cold, bleak and cheerless ; 
the rain came down with a monotonous pour, the dull 
6 
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OHAPTEB XIIL 

The Race Track — Speculations and Phibgophies— Barber and Mat' 
Donald do iome Betting — Mysterious Oonferenees — And a 
Journey Home. 

TT is a warm, sunny day in August and in the city of 
-*- Chicago, and after my noon-day repast, I was seated 
in my conveyance on my way to the Driving Park of 
this ** Metropolis of the Prairies/' 

Having been fully informed of the intention of 
Vernon Barber and Archibald MacDonald to attend the 
races that were to take place upon this day, I deter- 
mined to be there also, in order to ascertain whether I 
had ever seen either of these men or could identify them, 
particularly Vernon Barber. 

In order that there might be no mistake about the 
matter, an operative was directed to proceed to the depot 
in advance of their arrival in the city. He was given an 
accurate description of the two men, and instructed not 
to lose sight of them until reaching the Driving Park, 
where I would be stationed in a convenient position and 
would thus be enabled to distinguish the two gentlemen 
whom I was desirous of making the acquaintance of. 

A race track is a wonderful place for the study of 
humanity. All classes, all grades, all characteristics o{ 
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the haman species are here represented. Here is the 
professional gambler^ who will make tlie tour of ♦^^he 
country during the racing seasom, who will be found at 
every lace track, and whose money will be staked u])on 
every conceivable prospect of profitable chance. 

And not only upon chance does he rely to increase 
his gains. With " the ways that are dark and the trick* 
which are vain '^ he is perfectly familar. Horses are 
not always run to win ; a venal driver^ a dishonest 
groom, or a bribed stable-boy, very frequently have a 
more powerful influence upon the result of the contest 
than do the noble animals which are driven upon the 
track. Very often a horse whose condition upon the 
day before the trial of speed gave full promise of suc- 
cessful competition with those against whom he was to 
contend, and from that fact had become largely the fa* 
vorite of the unsuspecting betters, here failed most mis- 
erably and incomprehensibly when the actual contest 
took place. 

The jubilant faces of the '^professionals^' who know 
^ho has '^ been seen " in the meantime, and whose win- 
nings have been safely gathered in, could, perhaps, very 
readily account for this unexpected state of affairs, but 
the poor dupes who have wagered their scanty earnings 
upon supposed certainties do not discover until toe late, 
if at all, the process by which their money was taken 
from them* 
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Here is the prosperons gentleman, who wagers tri- 
cing sums of money or inconsiderable articles of forfeit 
*' just for the tun of the thing/' and here a bevy of 
beautiful ladies, whose rich dresses and sparkling jewels 
bespeak their position in society, and they, too, catching 
the infection of the moment, will gayly forfeit gloves or 
slippers with gentlemanly attendants upon the merits of 
the horse which has captivated their fancy and rendered 
them enthusiastic. 

There is a hungry-eyed and pinched-faced young 
man, whose anxiety so plainly expresses a painful story. 
A wager made yesterday which resulted disadvantageously 
has made him a thief to-day, and if his favorite horse is 
a loser, now, disgrace and ignominy will be his portion 
on the morrow. He laughs and jests with an unquiet air 
of doubtfulness upon his face, and his'handsare nervous- 
ly pulling at his moustaches as he converses. Ah, miser- 
able young man, down deep in your heart a conflict is 
raging that in time would wear out the strongest natures 
and would paralyze the stoutest hearts. 

Laugh lightly, your joyous companions will not detect 
the hollow ring of agony that is manifest in its toned. 
Laugh loudly, it may serve momentarily to deaden the 
voice of your reproving conscience, but ii this beautiful 
prancing steed, who is now being so careiully attended 
by his groom, should be distanced in this contest, go back 
to your dishonored heme, look into the face of your loT- 
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ing, trnsting mother^ gaze into her eyes and see there the 
fullness of the sweet confidence and affection that beams 
upon you^ and then, with your hands pressed to your 
throbbing temples, with your heart weighted as if with 
lead, go ou ., and the moming^s Gazette will chronidc 
a mysterious death, a probable suicide. Poor man, it 
was only a guilty soul seeking release from a bittei 
remorse, and weakness and crime had culminated in this 
last dread act. 

This is not a new experience, nor is this young mmn 
the first who has been tempted who has sinned, and who 
has died. The Demon of Chance has been abroad in 
the land long before our day, his gaunt form has stalked 
through our communities before his existence was known 
tons, and his victims areas numerous as those of the 
dreaded Juggernaut. 

But hark ! the signal is given, and the horsee are 
being led to the stand. Their shining coats and their 
sleek symmetrical limbs tell unmistakably of the thor- 
oughbred, the flashing of the eyes and the quivering of 
the nostrils bespeak an instinctive eagerness to straggle 
for the victory, while the champing at the bit and the 
nervous stamping of the feet proclaim the impnlsiye 
^mpatiencc for the trial. 

The colored jockeys — for the first race is a running 
Que — with their gay uniforms and brilliant favors, seem 
as eager us the horses, and as the word is given, away 



A JOUBNET HOME. 187 

they dash oyer the smooth ground with a spirit and 
vim that is fascinating even to the most conserratiye 
mind. 

Ah, yonng man, look well now, look intently upon 
those flying animals. Now hopeful, now anxious, now 
despairing, again hopeful. Ah, in that brief uncertain 
period your life is upon trial. Your eyes tell the story, 
and your beating heart registers the foot-falls of the 
horses as they speed along. Your fate depends upon 
the dumb animal that is before you, and what will be 
the result ? 

Meantime I had heard nothing of my operative, and 
was beginning to grow impatient and somewhat doubt- 
ful, when I felt a gentle pressure upon my arm, and 
then I knew that my gentlemen were within reach. 

I had barely time to acknowledge the suggestion 
given to me, and to turn in the direction in which my 
operative's eyes pointed me, when I was attracted by 
the voice of one of the men thus indicated, and who was 
standing in close proximity to me. 

'^ I will bet one hundred dollars to fifty on the sor- 
rel mare I'' 

'^ VM take it,'' quickly responded some one in the 
crowd,. and then I turned around and looked full in the 
face of the first speaker. 

He was tall, well-dressed and smooth-faced — a man 
not calculated to attract a great deal of attention, bul 
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there was flometliing in the expression of his face whieh 
struck me at once as familiar^ and as I f ortiyely watched 
him^ a dawning recollection of the man in other times, 
and among other scenes^ as slowly hnt yiyidly, recalled 
to my mind^ and Vernon Barber, at last, was known to 
me. 

Two years prior to this, I had been in the town of 

St. Catharines npon an operation of considerable impor- 
tance, which required my personal sapervision, and I 
had located myself at a very agreeable and comfortable 
hotel in the town, which was kept by a genial fellow, 
who was at one time a resident of Chicago, and whose 
name was George May. 

The basiness thrt I was then engaged upon, had 
detained me in the town for several days, and George 
May, the proprietor, and myself, became quite familiar 
in our intercourse, he, of course, maintaining entire 
secrecy as to my name and calling. It while here, that 
a man appeared with a fine drove of horses— evidently 
from the west — which he was desirous of selling. They 
were placed in the stable of the hotel, and the prices 
asked being exceedingly low, and the stock remarkably 
good, they were soon disposed of. 

'' m guarantee that those horses are not honestly 
come by,'' said I, to George May, as a very fine animal 
had been disposed of, for much less than his real Talue^ 
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''or else this fellow is very new in the bnsineas of a 
horse-trader.'' 

''I have been thinking the same thing myself/* 
replied Mr. May, ^ith a sly wink^ as thoi&gh he might 
have known more than he cared to tell. 

Nothing, however, occurred, to confirm such a sus- 
picion, until one day, as the last horse was being led 
away, a stranger stopped suddenly in front of the hotel, 
and, after critically examining the animal, turned to the 
people who were standing around, and said : 

** Well, I could almost have sworn to that horse. It 
is a perfect picture of one belonging to a friend of mine 
in Indiana." 

** Whereabouts in Indiana ?" inquired the man, who, 
in despite of the change in his appearance, I now knew 
to be Vernon Barber, and who had charge of the horses 
and their sale. 

** Just outside of Oaklands," was the reply, and I 
could see Barber wince slightly under the innocent gaze 
of the man who addressed him. 

** That can't be the horse, at any rat« ; I bought this 
one in Ohio, and you must be mistaken/' he said care- 
lessly, and then he abruptly left the group, entered the 
hotel and called for a drink, which ho swallowed with 
evident satisfaction. 

A short time after this event occurred, he paid his 
bill and departed, and as no further inquiries were 
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made at the time^ I paid no attention to the matter, and 
did not charge my mind with it ; but. when, somo 
months later, I heard, incidentally and outside of my 
business operations, of the stealing of the horses in the 
neighborhood of Oaklands, I felt satisfied that the 
horse noticed by the inquisitive stranger in St. Cath- 
arines was one of the identical lot, and that VemoD 
Barber was the thief. 

His personal appearance was very much changed 
since then, and the whiskers which he then wore had 
disappeared ; but I very seldom, if ever, forget a face, 
and I was convinced that Vernon Barber, the thief who 
had robbed Archibald MacDonald and his neighbors ol 
their horses two years ago, and Vernon Barber, the 
acknowledged friend and guest of Archibald MacDon 
aid to-day, were one and the same person. 

Here was food for speculation and of a very annoy- 
ing character. While I was rejoiced at being able tr 
know my man and to locate him in a questionable enter- 
prize, his intimacy with Archibald MacDonald per- 
plexed and annoyed me. To associate him with th€ 
previous misdeeds of Vernon Barber, seemed so utterlj 
at variance with his mode of living, and the high char- 
acter he had always borne m the community in whiob 
he resided, that I involuntarily shrank from entertain- 
ing the idea. 

I resolved, however, to probe the matter, to inveat* 
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gate thoroughly and carefully, to strike and Jear not, 
and then, whatever the result, I would be sustained by 
my own convictions of right, and I would feel that I 
had performed my full duty. 

These thoughts revolved through my mind as I 
stood gazing at the men before me. All interest in the 
competing animals was lost. I forgot temporarily all 
about the nervous young man about whom I had been 
previously philosophizing. 

It mattered little to me, which of the trained run- 
ners was the first to reach the goal of victory. I was 
engaged in another chase which occupied my attention, 
a chase in which the law's purity had been violated, in 
yhich forcible hands had been laid upon the property 
of others, and in which, I was confident, I could put 
my hand upon one of the real criminals. Victory of 
another kind was within my reach, and the excitements 
and enthusiasm of the scenes around me now failed to 
interest or amuse. 

I realized full well the necessity of the utmost cau- 
tion and discretion. I appreciated the fact that a false 
move upon this board would result in defeat. I knew 
that I must exercise all the care that was possible, and 
then I felt sure that justice would be done, guilt would 
be punished, and the law upheld. 

As I reached thus far in my reverie, the air was rent 
with deafening cheers ; from a thousand throats came the 
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wild sry tfhioh told that the race — a fonr mile dash- 
was finished^ and that the winner in the struggle wai 
known. 

On came the horses, urged by their drivers with whip 
and spur to their utmost efforts, and as the mshing mass 
passed under the wire at the judge^s station, Vernon 
Barber, turning around to the individual with whom he 
had made the wager, said in an exulting voice : 

^' I think, sir, I have won your money ; the sorrel is 
the winner/* 

After he had received the money he turned to his 
companion, saying : 

** Now, Mack, let us go back to the stables. I want 
to see if every thing is all right there.*' 

" Very well/' replied the other, whom I now knew 
to bo Archibald MacDonald, and the two men left the 
stand and proceeded in the direction named. 

Directing my operative to follow these men and re- 
port their movements, and having no further interest in 
the races that were to follow the one I had only partly 
witnessed, I reached my conveyance and was driven back 
to my agency. 

Vernon Barber, accompanied by his companion, pro- 
ceeded directly to the stables connected with the driving 
park, and soon the first-named individual found himself 
surrounded by a number of acquaintances of the frater- 
nity of the turf. 
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Galling aside a man who was prominent in the groxip, 
and whose horse was entered for the concluding race of 
the day's programme, they were soon engaged in earnest 
conyersation. What the nature of it was, however, my 
operative could not ascertain^ as it was carried on in a 
low tone, and he was unahle to approach very near to 
them without attracting attention. 

Whatever the purport of their consultation might 
have heen, it was soon ended, and evidently to the satis- 
faction of both parties, after which tliey turned again 
to the group which they had left, and Vernon Barber, 
taking the arm of his friend led him away. 

''It^s all right/' said ne; "and now let us go and 
buy some pools.'' 

They reached the booth where the pools were sold, 
and soon Vernon Barber became an active bidder upon 
the results of the concluding race of the day. Confi- 
dently he made his wagers, and promptly he deposited 
his money, until from their joint funds the two men had 
ventured several thousand dollars. 

Having satisfied his inclinations in this direction, he 
again addressed MacDonald, who had been a silent, but 
decidedly interested party to the proceedings : 

" Now, Maok, we will see if we can find anyone who 
can help ns out with these little arljoles we have to dift* 
pose of.** 
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" Barber/' said MacDonald in a hesitaitng manner, 
*^ I did not bring them with me, I was afraid to.'' 

*' Afraid of what, man?'' asked Barber, snappishly. 
^' There is nothing to bo afraid of/' and then he added, 
with an oath, '^ We will have to make the best of it and 
see if we can find any one who will serve us in the future." 

After walking about the grounds and through the 
mass of people, Barber suddenly slapped his companion 
upon the shoulder, and exclaimed : 

^^ By God, Mack, here is the very man. Gome along.' 

He started through the crowd, half pulling MacDon- 
ald after him, and only stopped when within speaking 
distance of a flashily-dressed indiyidual, who was offer- 
ing bets in a loud voice to those who stood around him. 

This individual was instantly recognized as one of 
the most successful Bank robbers in existence, and whose 
skill in disposing of the spoils thus obtained was nn- 
equalled. 

Barber and this man were evidently old friends, and 
their greeting was as cordial and hearty as if they were 
brothers. 

Again a whispered conversation took place, in which, 
MacDonald having been duly introduced, all three took 
part, and upon its conclusion, the stranger, addressing 
MacDonald, mi, in a voice loudl enough for my deteq- 
tive to hear ' 
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**It win be all satisfactory, and if you will bring 
them to me, I will see what I can do with them." 

The last race, a trotting match, and the (me on 
which Barber and MacDouald had placed their money 
BO eagerly, was now about to start, and the two men 
turned their attention to the talk. 

The horses were driven out, and at the word "^ Go,** 
were skimming around the circle. Barber evinced no 
concern, however. Matters were too surely arranged 
behind the scenes, and the results of the race demonstra- 
ted the correctness of his opinion, for the wagers that ho 
had made resulted in his favor, and MacDonald and him- 
self were winners of a large sum of money. 

*' Not a bad day^s work. Mack," said Barber, *^and 
not so risky either as some we know of." 

MacDonald shivered a little at this remark, but 
answered laughingly in the affirmative, and the two men 
walked toward their conveyance, and drove away from 
the park very well satisfied with what had been done. 

They reached the depot in time, and were soon upon 
their way home, little dreaming that they had been the 
subject of strict surveillance, and that detectiveB were 
upon their traoL 
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OHAPTBB XIV. 

Th$ IhUctioe a$ a Farmer— -Ha euUioatei the acqualitiMm^ti ^ 
Vernon Barber — A Strange Proposition — The DeJeeUdi 
Tumi Burglar — Preparations for Robbing a Bank, 

A FTER these proceedings had been duly ^reported to 
-^■■^ me, I fully made up my mind as to what course to 
pursue, and I immediately wrote to Mr. Pinkham, gi?- 
ing him my instructions as to his future course of action. 

The morning after the races, Barber and MacDon- 
ald were early astir, and went out into the fields, where 
Pinkham was at work with the new machine. ETory- 
thing had worked admirably, and Mr. MacDonald ex- 
pressed his gratification at the progress that had been 
made, and congratulated Pinkham upon the suocessfol 
operation of the new machine. 

The day passed off uneventfully, and in the eyening 
Pinkham, accompanied by Vernon Barber, drove over to 
Oaklands, for some articles that were needed. Leaving 
Barber at the store, he called at the poa^i-office, and 
received my letter. Having read it very i^axefuUy, he 
placed it in his pocket and returned for his companion, 
and they started upon their return to the residence ot 
Mr. MacDonald. 

Pinkham dexterously led the conversation, and Boon 
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gave Barber to understand that he was known to i im^ 
and he also mentioned having seen him at St. Catha- 
rines^ during his horse-selling operations. 

Barber evinced considerable surprise at the informal 
tion thus conyeyed^ but Pinkham reassured him by 
informing him that he was once engaged in that busi« 
ness himself, and that he was only pursuing his present 
business until he could find another safe opportunity of 
practicing his old profession. 

He related to Barber several fictitious incidents of 
*^ crookedness/' in which he had been concerned, and 
by the time they had reached their destination, he had 
completely won the confidence, and even the admiration 
of the credulous Barber, who expressed a strong desire 
to become better acquainted with his new-found friend, 

'^ Oome in to the library, Pinkham, the night is a 
little cool, and we will take something to warm us up a 
little,'^ said he, as they alighted at the door. 

As they passed the sitting room, they saw Archibald 
MacDonald and his wife, seated near the table, and 
Mrs. MacDonald was engaged in reading a letter to her 
husband, that day received from Kate, who was to 
return home in a few days, to prepare for the most 
important affair of her life. 

The wife, as her eyes glanced over the pages of the 
loving missive, displayed a countenance beaming with 
(be true warmth and love of a mother's heart, and her 
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voicv trembled a little as she read to the father of the 
girl the affectionate messages which the letter con- 
tained. 

Mr. MacDonald^ on the contrary, seemed to be sad 
and morose. He failed to smile at the little pleasantries 
which the happy girl indulged in, and he hailed as a 
relief the entrance of the two men, and quickly accepted 
their invitation to repair to th^ library. 

Pinkham remained with tbem but a few minntes, 
and then, pleading fatigue from the labors of the day^ 
retired to his room. 

The next morning, while he was engaged in his agri* 
cultural occupation, Vernon Barber came out into the 
fields, and during the frequent rests that were necessary^ 
indulged in conversation with Pinkham, evidently with 
the desire of drawing him out and forming an estimate 
of his character. 

Pinkham was not slow to discover this, and his ready 
wit and varied experiences enabled him to fully satisfy 
whatever doubts might have been entertained in regard 
to the qualifications which he possessed for the calling 
he asserted that he had previously followed. 

Barber seemed to be revolving some project in bis 
mind about which he did not appear lu oe fully deter- 
mined, and after continuing the conversation for some 
little time he went away, saying that he would talk with 
him further that evening. 



» . 
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Pinkbam performed his duties faithfully during the 
day, and after he had changed his clothing and partaken 
of the evening meal he was requested to join Mr. Barber 
in the library. Following him into the cosy Lktle room, 
he soon became convinced that he was on the eve of re- 
ceiving some information that would be of benefit to 
him in the investigation he was now engaged in. Nor 
was he disappointed, for immediately after seating them- 
selves Barber drew his chair toward the detective, and 
said : 

'^ Mr. Pinkham, I think we can trust you, and at the 
same time afford you an opportunity of making a little 
money, if you are disposed to join us.'' 

Pinkham assured the gentleman that he was willing 
to join him in anything that promised to augment his 
fortunes, and which possessed the elements of success. 

Barber then submitted to him a well-arranged plan 
for robbing the bank at La Porte. The ground had 
been fully gone over before and everything was in readi- 
ness for the attempt. The watchman at the bank was 
an old man, who could be readily overpowered and dis- 
posed of, and they were provided with all the necessary 
implements for bursting the safe. 

Pinkham listened with intense interest to the propo- 
sition thus presented to him, and when Barber had 
finished he said : 

**I will join you, Mr. Barber — the thing looks very 
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favorable, and I have been engaged before in operai^ona 
that were a great deal more dangerous ; bat are two of 
us enough for this job ? " 

" Oh, no/' replied Barber, '* we have a third party 
all right, he has been over the ground, and knows all 
about it. He is not here, but he will join us at La 
Porte, on the night we arrange for the work." 

Thus matters were satisfactorily arranged, and my 
operative found himself engaged in an undertaking 
which was very foreign to his calling, but which he felt 
sure would result to the interest of that which had 
brought him to Oaklands. 

Further consultations were held, and finally it was 
arranged that on the second day following, they shonld 
leave Oaklands, and start for the scene of action^ where 
they would be joined by the third party. 

On the day appointed, Barber and Pinkham an- 
nounced their intention of departing by a train which 
left Oaklands early in the afternoon. 

" I think I will run over to Chicago to-day, myself,' 
said Mr. MacDonald. ^^I have a little business there 
which requires attention, and i will accompany yon part 
y>t the way.*' 

"All right, Mack,'* replied Barber, *'we wiD be 
glad to have your company." 

After dinner the party started of^ and were 
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on board the train and npon their jonrAe^ to the citj 
where their burglarious venture was to be attempted. 

Mr. MacDonald accompanied them until they reached 
the intersection^ where he bade them good bye, and left 
the train. The other two proceeded on their way, and 
soon reached La Porte in safety, where they went to a 
hotel and prepared to await the arrival of their confed- 
erate. 

Of course, I had been fully informed of all these 
preparations, and my plans had been arranged accord- 
ingly. Two operatives met the party upon their arrival, 
and unobservedly accompanied them to the hotel. 

Early in the evening, the expected confederate 
arrived, and was introduced to Pinkham as Dick Brown- 
ing. 

Pinkham eyed the man suspiciously ; his black hair 
and full beard were evidently assumed for the occasion, 
and the dark skin was unnatural in its hue. The man 
was disguised, but in spite of this fact, Pinkham 
seemed to be impressed with the idea that the new- 
comer was known to him. By what means, or under 
what circumstances, he could not tell, but he instinc- 
tively felt that he had been associated with him beforf. 

Ordering a bottle of liquor and some glasses incc 
their room, the three men began to discuss their plans 
for the night's work. 
The satchel which Barber had brought with him con* 
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tained a fall assortment of bnrglar's tools, and the gaga 
and bucks that might bo required, should their work 
necessitate their use. 

Merrily they laughed as they drank, and impatiently 
awaited the time of the commencement of their ne£ari« 
ens labor. 

Laugh on, gentlemen — ^but there is an old adage, 
trite and true, that ** he laughs best who laughs laif 



CHAPTER IV. 



Clayton Wolford and KaU MaeDondld — A IVe^poioZ— iV^ora- 

tians far the Wedding. 

TTTE will now return to the daughter of Archibald 
^ ^ MacDonald, who had been so miraculously saved 
from a dreadful death by the courage and strong arm of 
Clayton Wolford. 

Their acquaintance soon developed into an affeo- 
tion as warm and demonstrative as it was sincere and 
abiding. To the young man the manifoM graces of the 
young girl appeared as a revelation of the idol of his 
dreams^ and he yielded her the homage oi a noble and 
loving heart — while to Kate the manly courage, the 
noble bearing, the strong intelligence and honest heart 
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of the yonng lawyer seemed to impress her with an affee- 
tion which she vainly strove to conceal, and imbued hei 
with hopes which seemed too bright and beantifal to bo 
lasting. 

Clayton had prolonged his stay longer than he had 
anticipated, and each recurring day only seemed to draw 
him nearer to the fair girl whom he had so anexpectedly 
met, and whose life he had been instrumental in saving. 

At last, however, the day of his departure drew near^ 
and with a heavy heart he announced his intention of 
returning to Chicago upon the morrow. 

Kate heard of his intention and the tears came to 
her eyes as she contemplated the loneliness that would 
follow after he had gone, and, unable to control the 
feelings which oppressed her, she arose and hurriedly 
left the room. 

That evening the moon shone gloriously over the tall 
trees that graced the grounds surrounding the house. 
The air was light and balmy, and the atmosphere warm 
enough for September. The fleecy clouds rolled away 
overhead, forming in their varied changes innumerable 
shapes of wonderful beauty. 

Kate stood at one of the large windows that over- 
looked the lawn, and gazed absently and preoccupied 
out at the beauty of the scene before her. Strive as she 
would the sorrow at parting had produced a painful 
sensation of longing and regret, and the darkness of the 
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expected separation utterly destroyed her appreoiatiM 
of all that was entrancing and inspiring in the loyelineai 
of moonlit nature. 

She was standing thus when she felt a light touch 
upon her arm, and Clayton Wolford whispered : 

^^The evening is too beautiful to remain in-dooff% 
Miss MacDonald ; will yon not favor me with a short 
stroll on the lawn P' 

** With pleasure, Mr. Wolford,*' replied Eate, as she 
dashed the little pearly tear-drops from her eyes, and 
throwing a wrap about her shoulders, she placed her arm 
within his, and together they walked out into the bean^ 
of the night. 

Silently they walked for some time, each occupied 
with his own thoughts, when Clayton Wolford, disen* 
gaging his arm, turned toward Eate, and addressed her. 

'^ Miss MacDonald, I am going away to-morrow. I 
have already stayed too long, bnt I could not tear myself 
away from your side. A strange attraction seemed to 
keep me near to you. In the time that I have been 
home, however, I have learned to love you, to love yon 
warmly and devotedly. Tell me^ Miss MacDonald—* 
Eate, can you love me in return^ and will yon be my 
wife r 

Kate had looked up into his face as a startled fawn, 
when he first began speaking ; her glorious eyes sparkled 
in the moonlight as she heard his declaration, and as ht 



finished^ her head sank upon his shoulder^ while hei 
frame thrilled with a pleasure she had never known 
before. Slowly the whispered words came from her 
beautiful lips^ as she murmnred earnestly^ 

'* I do love you, Olayton, and I will be your wife — 
your true, dutiful and loving wife/' 

Impulsively the young man clasped her in his arms^ 
and imprinted upon her lips a lingering kiss, the first 
and only one that had been impressed there save by 
parents and her brother, since she was a little child. 

*' Heaven bless you, darling, you have made me very 
happy/' 

All the sorrow of parting was gone from her heart 
now, all the gloom which had settled upon her spirits 
had been lifted by the roseate light of love, and they 
walked arm in arm toward the house with a strange bril- 
liancy in their eyes, which told of a mutual affection. 

The young man's parents were at once informed of 
what had taken place, and their joy was unmistakably 
apparent. They had known Kate long and well, and had 
already learned to love her as a daughter. Clara was 
delighted, and in her own impetuous way nearly smoth* 
ered her with kisses. 

Olayton immediately informed Mr. MacDonald of his 

regard for Kate, and made a formal request for her hand, 

and after a mutual explanation, the consent of her 

parentf had been freely given, and the day of the wed* 

T 
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ding had been fixed for the month of September^ in the 
following year. 

It was in the month preceding this that Pinkham 
paid his visit to Oaklands^ and become identified with 
Vernon Barber in their burglarious attempt at La Porte. 

Kate was daily expected home^ and it was the letter 
announcing her speedy return thafc was being perused on 
the evening when Vernon Barber and Henry Pinkham 
returned to the farm-house after their confidential con- 
versation. 

Preparations had been in progress for the wedding*, 
and as it was to take place at the residence of Mr. Mac- 
Donald, his visit to Chicago was accounted for by the 
necessity of making certain purchases which wer0 
required for the approaching important event. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

The Attempted Burglary — An unexpected Reception — A Deeper^ 
Struggle — And a Surpinaing Revelation. 

VERNON BARBER and his companions waited 
impatiently for the time to arrive when they 
woula start out upon their journey. At length, as the 
houi drtw near, Dick Browning arose, and walking to 
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the window and throwing open the sash^ looked out into 
the dimly lighted streets. 

What a night it was I The rain was falling in a 
steady pour, the streets were running channels of water, 
and the gas lights glimmered faintly through the mist 
and gloom. They conld not have selected a more pro* 
pitious evening for their undertaking. But few pedes- 
trians ventured out, and the streets were almost entirely 
deserted. Now and then a close covered carriage would 
rattle past, but save these at occasional intervals the city 
seemed to be securely housed. 

It was also very possible that the guardians of the 
night, those blue-coated sentries who walk their beats 
with monotonous regularity, would seek shelter from the 
elements upon such a night, and the three men congrat- 
ulated themselves that fate or fortune was certainly in 
their favor for this time at least. 

" Come, Dick,*' said Barber, ** pass the bottle once 
again, and then we will be moving. I will carry the 
kit and go out first and you two can follow af terwards.'* 

The glasses were filled and they drank success to their 
enterprize in a stiff horn of whiskey. 

" Now Barber, be off^'' said Dick Browning, nervously, 
<^and make haste about it. We are losing precious 
time/' 

*' All right," said Barber, and arising from his seat, 
be drew on his great coat, and pulling the Dollar about 



148 A STRUGGLE. 

his ears^ he placed the small satchel under his arm, and 
6 tarred off. 

In a few minutes afterwards^ the two others closely 
enveloped descended the stairway and left the hotel. 

A strong wind was blowings which drove the rain 
directly in their faces, but unmindful of this the men 
trudged on. Barber, who had donned a false beard, 
several feet in advance, and the other two walking in the 
rear together. 

Noiselessly emerging from a covered way opposite, and 
at a safe distance, followed an operative of mine, who had 
been patiently awaiting their appearance. Briskly walked 
the burglars and stealthily followed the detective, and 
after a short journey they reached the Bank Building, 
which stood upon the corner of two intersecting streets, 
and from the window of which glimmered the faint rayi 
of a low-burning light within. 

With stealthy movements the men approached the 
building, gazing anxiously around ever aHd anon to 
assure themselves that they were not observed. They 
then went to the rear entrance of the bank, and after 
halting for a few moments, as though to consult upon 
their plans of action, Barber advanced to the door and 
prepared to pick the lock. 

Steadily the rain fell with a dismal monotony, but, 
jnmindful of this, the two dark forms stood ther% 
while the third crouched before the door. 



A 8TRUQQLB. 149 

TJtteriBg an exclamation of satisfaction, Vemcn Bar- 
ber stepped back, and the door swung noiselessly open. 
Instantly the three men leaped into the passage-way 
which led directly to the banking room. 

As they entered, a shrill noise, which might have 
been the whistling of the wind, was heard, which was 
the signal from the outside, and as the burglars, burst- 
ing the inner door with th^ir united strength, rushed 
into the room, they were confronted by four men, 
revolvers in hand, who stood menacingly before them. 

** Surrender, in the name of the law I" thundered 
the voice of the foremost, as the men cowered before 
them, surprised and overwhelmed at the unexpected 
apparition that met their gaze. 

Dick Browning was the first to recover himself, and, 
dropping the satchel which he had taken from Barber, 
he faced around and sta: ted for the door through which 
they had entered. Too late, however — for the rain- 
soaked detective who had followed them through the 
deserted streets, had silently entered, and stood in the 
door-way, effectually guarding that avenue of escape. 

'*My God ! I am ruined !" exclaimed Browning, 
and, with the ferocity of a tiger, he iesperately rushed 
upon the ofiScer. 

A struggle, tierce and deadly, instantly followed. 
The reckless man closed upon the operative with a grip 
pi iroji^ and with hftrculean strength attempted to huil 
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him to the floor^ bat, quick as a flash, one of the oihon 
bounded to the rescue, and in a few moments the 
intrepid burgler was overcome and securely boundi 
while the others received the same attentions from tbe 
remaining ofiScers. 

In the encounter which had taken place, the iaUm 
hair and beard which Dick Browning had worn, beottma 
disarranged, and one of my men stepping up to him, 
forcibly jerked them off. 

To the wonderment and dismay, and at the nme 
time the mournful satisfaction of Henry Pinkham, in 
the swarthy-visaged companion of Barber, now bereft of 
his hirsute disguise, he beheld the features of Archi- 
bald MacDonald, the aristocratic farmer of Ouklanda. 

With a cry of agony almost heart-rending in iti 
intensity, Archibald MacDonald fell to the floor in a 
deathly swoon. 

Ah, who can tell the dreadful anguish of this nuut's 
mind, as he found himself thus a captive in the hands 
of the law ! His beautiful home, his happy wife ud 
loving children — and Kate, the dear daughter of his 
heart, about to be married — and nowruin, and dishonor, 
disgrace and ignominy, staring him in the face. It is 
no wonder that the strong muscles relaxed, the poor 
sinful heart stood still, and that the overtaxed bnin 
succumbed to the fearful consequences which his gnillj 
actions had entailed upon him. 
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to the hotels where they had taken up their q jarten, 
and from which they had departed but a short time 
before, with every prospect of success before them. 

Back through the storm they walked, and the un- 
ceasing rain and the sighing wind, appeared to be In 
perfect consonance with their feelings. Barber walked 
with a defiant air, and seemed to be utterly careless of 
his position or his prospective punishment. MacDon- 
ald, on the contrary, appeared to be completely crashed 
and humiliated by the circumstances which surrounded 
him — ^his head sank upon his chest, and he walked with 
a slow, halting step, almost dragged along by the officers 
upon either side. 

Pinkham followed, accompanied by one of the offi- 
cers, but as his part in the affair is well known, it may 
be imagined that he displayed the effrontery of an old 
offender and conducted himself with nonchalant indif- 
ference. 

Upon reaching the hotel, the men were taken directly 
to the room which they had occupied, and an examina- 
tion of their effects was at once begun. 

The satchel which they had carried had been seonied* 
and as has already been stated, contained all the imple- 
ments that were necessary for the purpose of breaking 
into the safe, and all the appliances that would be 
required to successfully secure any indiyidoal who might 
be f oand npon the preauses. 
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Archibald MjicDonald, on preparing to leave the 
room, in the first instance, had removed his under coat, 
which was found carelessly thrown upon the back of a 
chair, and as the officer picked up this garment for the 
purpose of examining it, he uttered a smothered groan 
and ineffectually attempted to grasp it in his hands. 

This action excited the suspicion of the man, and a 
careful inspection was made of this article of clothing, 
"when to the intense delight of Pinkham and the officers, 
they discovered a large package in the inside pocket, 
which, upon investigation, proved to be the missing bonds 
that had been stolen from the safe of the Howard Ex- 
press Company at Troyville. 

Upon this discovery, the countenance of Archibald 
MacDonald underwent a fearful change ; he became 
livid in the face, his eyes glared with a frenzy that 
seemed to indicate a tottering reason, while his features 
twitched spasmodically, as though he was suffering 
intense agony. 

Finally the agonized look passed away, and in its 
place came an expression of a deep despair and a fixed 
determination — a look such as gamesters wear when the 
List dollar has been staked and lost, and ruin is before 
them — or that is seen upon the face of the criminal as 
he ascends the scaffold to suffer for his crime. 

The discovery of the stolen bonds upon the clothing 

of Archibald MacDonald settled at once and concluaivel^ 
7» 
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ike question as to who were the guilty parties in that 
transaction. He had brought these securities with him 
to La Porte^ intending, after this robbery had been com- 
pletedy to journey to Chicago and deposit them with the 
indiyidual whom they had met at the race track, and 
with his assistance the attempt was to be made to alter 
and dispose of them. 

So quietly had this arrest been conducted that no one 
save the persons directly participating in it, had any 
knowledge of such an eyent taking place. 

Mr. Bangs was immediately telegraphed for, and, 
awaiting his arrival, the men were taken to the prison 
and held to await any judicial investigation that 
necessary. 

In the morning the capture of the burglars 
widely circulated, and many curious citizens wisely spec- 
ulated as to the manner in which the authorities had 
been informed of the contemplated burglary so as to be 
so ^vell posted and prepared to meet them upon their 
entrance. 

No information was given of this, however, as it wai 
designed that no publicity should be made of Pinkham's 
connection with the matter. After an interview with 
the authorities, however^ Mr. Pinkham was quietly 
released from confinement without his companions being 
informed of the fact. 

The next momicg as the keeper was pining tht 
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cell to which Archibald MacDonald had been consigned^ 
he noticed that the prisoner was lying npon the floor in 
a peculiarly cramped and uncomfortable position. Imag- 
iuing that he had fallen from his low and narrow bed in 
his sleep, ho entered the cell for the purpose of awaken- 
ing him and of placing him in a more comfortable pos- 
ture. 

Upon turning him oyer, he was met by the blank, 
staring expressionless eyes of the prisoner; while a 
white foam was issuing from the tightly pressed lips, the 
limbs twitched convulsively, and the man, though utterly 
unconscious, appeared to be in great physical pain. 

Quickly calling for assistance, Mr. MacDonald was 
placed upon the bed, and a messenger was immediately 
dispatched for a physician, as it was feared that the man 
was dying. 

Upon the arrival of the physician, he at once pro- 
nounced the sjrmptoms to be those arising from arsenical 
poisoning, and immediately proceeded to apply the 
remedial agencies used in such cases. 

Yes, there was no doubt of the fact, that Archibald 
MacDonald, succumbing to the fate that had overtaken 
him, had attempted to end his existence. The weak 
nature had given way under the fearful weight of dis- 
honor and disgrace which he had brought not only upon 
himself but upon the loving and confiding members of 
his family. He saw himself falling from the high placo 
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he had occupied in the esteem of his neigibors and 
friends, and the honorable station he had held in the 
community in which he resided. He sank beneath the 
crumbling ruins of his good name and fortune, and 
vainly sought release from the agonizing struggle bj 
taking his own life. 

The exertions of the physician, however, were soon 
successful, the rigid limbs relaxed, the color came back 
to the pallid cheeks, the eyes assumed their natural 
expression, and consciousness returned to the dazed and 
despairing mind. 

With a shudder, as though awakening from a horrid 
dream, he opened his eyes and gazed wildly about him, 
but as lie perceived his dismal surroundings, and the 
official garb of the prison aitthorities, he realized where 
he was, and raising his hands to his face he wept bitterly. 

*' Why did you not let me die ? " he asked, in a broken, 
supplicating voice. ''My family would at least hare 
been spared the disgrace of a criminal trial and a public 
condemnation.^' 

His identity had not yet been confided to the prison 
o^cials, who still imagined him to be some hardened 
cHender, and they were considerably surprised at this ex- 
liibition of feeling and this touching allusion to his fami]j. 

With kind words they attem])ted to assure him, uritil 
at last under the infiuenco of the doctor's soothing pre- 
scriptions he sank into a heavy slumber. 
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Before the unfortunate man awoke^ Mr. Bang« ar- 
rived and went directly to the cell which he then occu- 
pied^ requesting to be left alone with him until his sleep 
should be ended^ and when at last his slumber had 
exhausted itself and he again opened his cyes^ they 
rested upon the kindly face of my general superinten- 
dent. 

Though still very weak^ his faculties were entirely 
restored, and Mr. Bangs by gentle words, soon succeeded 
in composing his mind, and then led him gradually to 
speak of himself. 

His story is only one of many that might be related, 
of those who have chosen the path of crime and have 
suffered the penalties of detection. 

" I was born/' said he, in a voice that was feeble at 
first, but which grew stronger as he proceeded, "in 
Scotland. My father was an industrious and well-to-do 
farmer, and I received the benefit of a good education, 
and my mother, who is now dead, thank heaven, loved 
me devotedly. As I gi*ew up into manhood I was seized 
with an uncontrollable desire to come to America. My 
studies became irksome and distasteful, and my labor 
on the farm at home seemed very hard and unremuner- 
ative, and at last, my fathei*, after frequent entreaties, 
yielded his objections, and consented that I should seek 
my fortune in the States. 

'^ Provided with a liberal outfit and with a sum of 
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money equal to my present wants, I bade farewell ^^ 
the old home, and with my mother's kiss upon 
lips and her tears upon my cheek, I sailed away frc^ 
the land of my birth, crushing the tears back from r^c:*-^ 
own eyes as ambitious dreams of future wealth flitfe^^ 
before me. 

''After an uneventful voyage I landed at Phil- 
delphia, and at the hotel where I stopped in that city, 
made the acquaintance of a prosperous and liberal- 
hearted farmer, whose land lay in Chester Valley in th^ 
State of Pennsylvania. After several conversations with 
him it was arranged that I should enter his service, and 
as 1 was fully conversant with the science of farmingi 
and worked diligently, I soon obtained his favor, and 
my life under his roof and in his service passed pleas- 
antly and happily away. 

'' It was here that I met the lady whom I af terwardi 
married,^' and here his voice grew husky with emotioiiy 
'^and after my marriage, I bought a little farm of my 
own, where we lived happily together. Two children 
were born to us, a boy and a girl, and as they grew in 
years, I began to grow dissatisfied with my humble po«i- 
tion and the slow accumulation of money. I longed to 
be rich, to be enabled to send my children to institutions 
where they would be educated to adorn the high place 
in society which I designed for them. I wanted to give 
additional comforts and luxuries to my loving and devo- 
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ted wife, and nnder such reflections, I soon grew disoon* 
tented with my lot, and longed for a change. 

** It was while my mind was in this condition, that I 
met Vernon Barber. He was a young man apparently 
with plenty of money, and with no serious cares. He 
came into our neighborhood during one summer, and 
remained through the warm weather of July and August. 
He was a gay, careless fellow, and we soon became intim- 
ate friends. To him I communicated my dissatisfaction 
with my situation, and my desires for the increase of my 
wealth. He told me I was foolish to work so hard when 
I could make money much easier, and finally, in a 
moment of weakness, I listened to his tempting argu- 
ments, and joined with him in the stealing of some 
horses from the farmers in the adjoining county. He 
undertook the entire charge of disposing of them, and 
in a few days he returned, and handed me three hundred 
dollars as my share of the proceeds. 

"After that time, however, I began to withdraw 
myself from my neighbors, a guilty conscience made me 
a coward, and I imagined that I was suspected of the 
act I had committed. My life, in consequence, be- 
came very aggravating and unpleasant. I then heard 
of the farm in Indiana, which I afterwards purchased^ 
and remove to with my family. 

"Vernon Barber kept up his intimacy with me, and 
visited me several times. During: his visits he pictured 
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to my mind in glowing colors^ the ease and safety with 
wliich other efforts of a dishonest nataro could be ao- 
complished, and haying participated with him once 
before^ I was easily induced to join with him again. 

" My children were now of an age when they re- 
quired higher educational advantages than I could 
have afforded them by legitimate means, and being de- 
sirous for their advancement, I was soon identified with 
many adventures which resulted profitably, and without 
danger. 

'^ In company with two others we robbed my neigh- 
bors of several valuable horses, and in order that no 
suspicion might attach to me, it was arranged that my 
barn should also be entered and one of my best horses 
taken. 

" This was successfully accomplished, and the horses 
were driven to the lake shore, where they were con- 
veyed by boat to Canada, and successfully disposed ol 

'' So thoroughly schooled had I become in the art of 
deception, that I actually led the pursuit of the thieves 
and the attempt to recapture out property. 

''Time passed on, and at length he came to me and 
proposed the robbery of the Express Company's safe at 
Troyville. His description of the place, the ease with 
which the matter might be accomplished, and the sure- 
ty of gaining a large sum by the operation, were too 
tempting, and I consented to join with him in thai 
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anderfcaking. Of the result of that venture you are 
already aware, and how disastrous it has been to me, you 
also know full well. 

'^ Then came this last attempt, and, with its failure, 
I am brought face to face with disgrace and dishonor, 
and my family, innocent and unsuspecting as they are, 
will be compelled to suffer for my misdeeds.*' 

As he finished his recital, the strong man bowed hii 
head in his hands and sobbed loudly. He had told his 
stoi-y brokenly and with faltering voice, but he seemed 
to feel as though its relation would bring relief. Much 
more was related, but the important facts as they are 
connected with the operation in hand, only have been 
preserved. 

It was truly a pitiable spectacle, and Mr. Bangs waa 
deeply moved as he listened. 

Sympathy, however, could avail nothing in the pres- 
ent instance, the law must take its course, and, being 
provided with the necessary papers for their apprehen- 
sion upon the Howard Express robbery, the next day 
they were taken to Troyville, and, upon a preliminary 
hearing, were held over to await their trial 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

The News at OaUands — A Letter and its OaatenU — A XkmgMttH 

Sacrifice and a Mother^ s Qrirf. 

^T^HE Dews of the arrest of Archibald MacDonald 
^ and Vernon Barber was not slow in reaching 
the quiet precincts of Oaklands. The daily joumaLi 
contained the important announcement, and the Utile 
village was soon in a state of wild excitement. At first 
a prevailing sentiment of surprise and regret was mani* 
fested, but gradually the jealous minded and the enyious, 
those who had noted the success of Archibald IfaoDon- 
ald with selfish distrust, began to give yoice to their 
long pent-np animosities. 

With wise looks and shrugging shoulders they stated 
that they had always thought there was something wrong 
ibout this man, they had always lelt that he was not 
what he ought to have been, and now that the revelatioii 
had come, startling as it was, it was only the realization 
of what they had long expected and fully believed would 
be the eventual result. 

Through all this expressed opposition to Archibald 
MacDonald, however, there was a prevalent and deep- 
seated feeling of sorrow and sympathy for his dipgraoed 
and innocent family. 
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The quiet, gentle wife was known and admired by 
every one, and Kate's radiant beauty and winsome ways 
had made her many friends in the community in which 
her parents resided. Many were the words of regret 
that were uttered for these members of the dishonored 
man's family. 

" Poor lady/' said one, "this will be a sad blow to 
her." 

"Yes,*' replied another, "and Kate, too. She came 
home the other day looking so bright and happy. I am 
afraid this will be dreadful news for her." 

"Poor girl,'' added a third, "and she was going to 
be married soon, I hear— a sorrowful wedding this will 
be." 

While they were thus talking, a man from MacDon- 
ald's farm drove up to the store, and instantly a dead 
silence fell upon the assembled group. 

The man looked curiously around at the unwonted 
crowd and seemed at a loss to account for the unusual 
gathering. No one vouchsafed any information, how- 
ever, but his salutations were received with a restraint 
and formality which told him that something more than 
common had occurred. 

He said nothing nor did he ask any questions, but 
receiving his letters, he left the store and drove toward 
home. 

At the farm-bouser matters were in their lisad com- 
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fortable condition. Mrs. MacDonald sat in her ociy 
rocking-chair, busily engaged in sewing upon some 
white article of apparel, evidently intended for the 
wonderful event that was to take place during the tol- 
following month. Kate was seated at the piano, and 
her rich, full voice floated out upon the summer air, 
with a volume of harmony that would have ravished the 
ears of an appreciative listener. She was joyous and 
happy, and the melody she sang, was one of those bright 
little trifles, that seemed to have been written for the 
relief of an exuberant joy. 

The sound of approaching horses, and the rattle of 
wheels^ informed them of the return of the man with 
the eagerly expected letters, and Kate, hastily arising 
from her musical occupation, ran out on the porch to 
receive the loving messages she was fondly expecting 
from the absent lover. 

The man handed her the packet, saying as he did bo : 

'' There must be something the matter over at the 
village." 

''Why do you think so ? '' inquired the unsuspecting 
girl. 

'' Because there was a great crowd gathered about 
the store, and they seemed to be talking about some- 
thing very important. When I came up, though, they 
stopped, and I didn't ask any questions." 

^' We will know all about it in good time/' said Kate, 
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*• village news is never slow in traveling/* and then Bhe 
ran lightly into the hoase. 

''Here, mother, is a letter to you from pa, and you 
can read yours, while I am reading mine," said she, as 
she handed the letter to her mother. 

Kate went to one of the windows, and seating her- 
self in a low chair, hastily removed the enclosure of the 
letter which she had received, and eagerly devoured its 
contents. 

Scarcely had she commenced her pleasing task, when 
she was startled by a cry of pain, and turning around, 
she saw that her mother had fallen from her chair, still 
holding fast to the letter which she had been reading. 

Filled with alarm, the girl hastened to her side, and 
raising her from the floor, carried her to a lounge and 
laid her down. Scarce knowing what she did, she flew 
to the rear of the house and alarming the servants, soon 
brought them to her aid. 

Restoratives were at once applied, and soon returning 
consciousness came to the fainting woman, when wind- 
ing her arms around the girl who knelt by her side, she 
gave vent to her feelings in a copious flood of tears. 

Kate, in a state of bewilderment, instinctively took 
the letter from the hand of her mother, and essayed to 
read the information which it dontained, but the mother, 
reaching out her trembling hand as if to preyent 9Ucli 
action, said : 
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"No, Kate, not yet. Do not read that let er for a 
little while, you will know all about it soon enough. ** 

The tone in which she spoke was strained and unnat- 
ural, and a strange chill about the heart affected Kate, 
as she listened. She felt that she was upon the eve of 
some fearful calamity, but what it was, she could not tell. 

After a while the mother roused herself, and direct- 
ing the servants to leave the room, she took Elate's 
hands in hers, and, with a firmness that was heroic, she 
told her the sad news which the letter contained. 

Archibald MacDonald had written to his wife the 
full particulars of his arrest, and of the discovery of his 
complicity with other crimes. With many affectionate 
expressions, he had laid bare the whole story of his life, 
and, alone with her daughter, the despairing and 
agonized mother related the sorrowful history, conceal- 
ing as much as was possible of the sickening detafls, 
and only acquainting her with the actual facts. 

Kate listened in silence, but the light fled from her 
eyes, and the color from her cheeks, as the recital pro- 
gressed. 1)1 this revelation she saw the bright dream of 
her life dissipated, the sweet joy jf her prospective mar- 
ried life was crushed, and she realized that she most 
give up the lover to whom she had plighted her troth, 
and who loved her so devotedly. 

The future seemed dark and dismal and forbidding, 
but she faced it heroically, and she resolved to saorifio^ 
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herself rather than bring dishonor upon the fail i!ame 
and name of Clayton Wolford. 

When the mother had finished, she arose^ walked 
inephanically toward the little writing desk^ and, seat- 
ing herself before it she hurriedly wrote : 

" Dear Clayton : 

^^ Our marriage can fi^yer take place. Do not adc 
for a reason ; you will learn too soon that all must be at 
an end between ns. 

" Still lovingly yours. 

Without pausing to read again the words she had 
written, she enclosed the note in an envelope, and, has- 
tily directing it, she summoned a servant and dis-> 
patched him to the post-office. 

Then, turning toward her mother, she clasped her 
in her arms, and with a face full of trust and patient 
resignation, she said : 

*' Mother, we will bear this burden together. You 
are my father's wife and I am his daughter. We will 
face this dreadful trial like true women, never forget- 
ting what he has been to us, and what we should be t« 
him/' 

She had made the sacrifice, and come what would, 
sb^ was resolved to be true to her woman's nature, and 
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ihe vessel, when quick as a flash Vernon Baiber threw 
;he liquor full in his face. The lime and pepper, together 
Krith the whiskey^ entering the eyes of the man com- 
pletely blinded him and rendered him almost crazy with 
^he pain. 

Barber paid no attention to his suffering, however, 
3ut putting on his hat, he stood over the prostrate and 
mthing form of the keeper, and walking to a window 
^hat overlooked the enclosing yard of this primitive and 
nsecure place of confinement, he jumpei out and strode 
rapidly away. 

The alarm was soon given, and pursuit was at once 
K>mmenced. 

Mr. Bangs was still in the town, and to him the sher- 
ff at once applied for assistance. Accurate descriptions 
)f the man, were at once printed, and men were soon 
nounted to scour the country in all directions, the 
ielegraph was put into active operation, and before 
lightfall^ the crestfallen thief found himself again a 
)risoner, and under a guard that would prevent any 
urther attempt to regain his liberty. 

The two men were afterwards removed to the State 
nstitution, where they were to serve the terms ot their 
niprisonment, and the property of Archibald MacDonald 
iras attached for the payment of the remainder of the 
aouey and valuables stolen from the Howard Express 
Company. This action, however, was founl to be 
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annecessary^ as Mrs. MacDonald volnntarily yielded up 
fche property of her. husband to satisfy the olaims of 
those whom he had wronged. 

Archibald MacDonald did not live to complete his 
term of imprisonment. He gradually grew more feeble, 
and at last consumption settled upon him, and within a 
year of his trial, surrounded by his faithful and grief 
stricken family, he passed away from earth, a weak 
victim to avarice and suffering, under the chastening 
hand of the law. 

Of Vernon Barber, I have heard nothing since* 
whether he be alive or dead I do not know ; with the 
completion of this trial, he passed out of my notice, and 
he never crossed my path again. I trust, however, that 
he has reformed from the error of his ways, and though 
the dark episode of his younger days, in which Miriam 
Brandon sacrificed life and honor through her love for 
him, will always be recalled to him, I indulge in the 
hope, that if still alive, he is endeavoring to lead an 
honest existence. 
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T3^T little now remains to be toid, and that little 
^■^ relates to the family of Archibald Mac Donald. 

After the conclusion of the trial, the sorrowing fam- 
ily returned to the home now made desolate by the sins 
of the husband and father. But it was home no longer 
— all the tender memories that had clustered around the 
happy homestead had been dissipated, and all the bright- 
ness and luxury which had been a source of pleasure and 
enjoyment, were now darkened by the awful shadow of a 
prison. 

And so the estate was sold, the proceeds devoted, as 
far as could be ascertained, to reimbursing those who 
had been despoiled ; after which the poor, broken-hearted 
mother and her children left Oaklands, never to return. 

They removed to a distant city, where they remained 
until the death of Archibald MacDonald, and then, 
Frank MacDonald, who had now completed his studies, 
bidding adieu to his mother and sister, departed for the 
far west, where his antecedents were unknown, and 
where he could practice the profession for which he was 
so eminently fitted. Fortune favored him, and to-day 
he is securely established in a lucrative practice, sor- 
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roanded by a happy wife (she who once was 31ara 
Wolford) and children, whose loving companionship and 
gentle ministrations have made him almost forget the 
dark hoars through which he had once passed. 

Kate, who had so nobly resolved to relinquish her 
lover, remained with her mother, and together they 
fought the battle of life. Clayton Wolford made several 
attempts to visit her but was invariably refused an inter- 
view — the crushed and bleeding heart of the heroic girl 
could not bear the trying ordeal which she knew would 
follow, and therefore, with polite firmness, she declined 
to see the man to whom her love had been given so 
freely and who was now only the more dear to her 
because of the gulf between them. 

Clayton Wolford, after his last repulse, returned sor- 
rowfully home, devoted himself assiduously to his pro- 
fession, and attempted to seek forgetfulncss by engross- 
ing himself with the growing cares and perplexities of 
a large and remunerative practice. 

Upon hearing of the decease of Kate's father, lis 
resolved to make one more effort to see her ; to convince 
her that all through her sad trials, his heart had remained 
true and his love firm. 

By diligent inquiries, he ascertnined where they 
resided, and reaching the house, he knocked at the door 
of their humble abode, when, to his surprise and inex- 
pressible joy, it was opened by Kate herselL 
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Avoidance of an interview was now qni^ impossible^ 
and Clayton Wolford at once entered th« lionsc. 

Bat I will not linger over the scene that ensued. 
Glayton*s earnest pleadings, and Kate's firm refusal. 
How he sasured her that it was herself who was dear to 
him, and that thoagh all the world should frown, he 
was willing, anxious and determined, to make her his 
wife. 

It is enough to know, that yielding at length to the 
noble, earnest man, who so tfghtly held her heart in his 
keeping, her consent was gained, and they were mar- 
ried. The parents of Clayton received his wife with all 
the friendship and love that had marked their early 
intercourse with her — and to-day no happier home is to 
be found under the blue skies of heaven, than that of 
the wealthy and honorable lawyer, Clayton Wolford, 
whose destinies are presided over by his beautiful wife, 
and the mother of his children, Kate MacDonald — and 
where, in comfort and peacefulness, the last days of 
Archibald MacDonald's widow passed contentiedly away. 



FEOM THE BANK 



TO THE PRISON. 



OHAPTEE L 



TT^RANK CURRAN was a young Canadian, who had 
-^ come to Chicago, for the purpose of engaging in 
some pursuit that would yield him a livelihood, and at 
the same time, place him upon the road of advancement 
and permanent success. His early life had been spent 
in one of the small towns in the Canadian Provineb, 
where, as a boy, he had been reared by careful, loving 
parents, and where he had received an education far 
superior to the children of his neighbors and friendi. 
From his earliest years he had exhibited a precocity and 
an acuteness, which, while they promised much for thf 
mental achievments of the boy, at the same time, OA 
more than one occasion, brought upon aim the weil 
merited rebukes of his father and his loving mother. 
176 
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There seemed to be intermingled with his natural abili" 
ties^ an element of low cunning, and a cruel disregard 
for the feelings of others, which was a constant source 
of anxiety to his parents. During liis school days, he 
made but few friends, and his associates were never his 
warm defenders or ardent advocates. His selfishness 
was too apparent, and was manifested too frequently to 
endear him to the joyous and freehearted school-fellows, 
by whom he was surrounded. Little acts of deliberate 
and calculating meanness were often discovered, by his 
companions, and as a result, the affections of his com- 
rades were completely estranged, if, indeed, they were 
ever awakened. 

He was of a reserved disposition, and while he invi- 
ted the confidences of others in regard to the numerous 
escapades, incident to school life, he imparted no 
information in return, and many of these boyish confes- 
sions found their way to the ears of the teachers, in a 
very mysterious manner, when the culprits, much to 
their suprise, would be accused and punished. 

As may be imagined, a boy who began thus early to 
evince such questionable traits of character, could not 
possibly develope into a straightforward and honorable 
manhood, and Prank Curran was no exception to the 
rule. He possessed, however, a remarkable faculty of 
seoretiveness, and was in most instances able to conceal 
his petty acts of betrayal of confldencei from bis oom* 
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panions^ and although the punished scholars frequently 
wondered how they had been discovered, Frank Gurran 
was rarely suspected, and his voice was always the loud- 
est in denouncing the severity of the punishment, or the 
harshness of the judgment pronounced. 

Thus passed away the school days of this young man. 
Being an apt scholar, and blessed with a retentive mem- 
ory, he excelled many of his fellows in their studies, 
and when he left the academy, with no little meritori- 
ous mention, he was endowed with an education well 
calculated to enable him to fulfill many responsible 
duties, and to take a high position in the world. It waa 
noticeable, however, even at this time, that beside his 
parents, no one seemed to take pride in his accomplish- 
ments, and his class-mates evinced no enthusiasm over 
his triumphs. His was not a nature to invite friend- 
ship, nor could he long retain it, if offered. The selfish- 
ness of his every action was too evident. to be pleasing, 
and his heart was too cold to respond to the advance- 
ments of his warm-hearted associates. When, there- 
fore, he completed his studies and departed from the 
school, he had formed no life-long attachments, and 
had made no friends who would be valuable to him in 
the after time. 

After a short period of rest which was passed at 
home, Frank Ourran, through the inflaenoe of bis 
fatheri who was a clergyman, apd highly req;i6eted b^ 
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the commanity^ procured a position in a mercantile 
establishment, in a neighboring city. Here he devoted 
himself to his duties with the same cold, practical and 
untiring energy, which had marked his career in school. 
He mastered every detail of the business in which he 
was engaged, and soon won the full confidence, but not 
the friendship, of his employers. With his fellow 
clerks, he was never a favorite, for here, too, were 
exhibited those traits of cunning and selfishness, which 
he had evinced in his associations with his school-fel- 
lows. On more than one occasion he had sought to 
advance himself by injuring another, but this had been 
done in such a quiet, unobtrusive manner, that he was 
never suspected, although he frequently profited by the 
downfall of those above him. Here, also, he showed 
himself an adept in dissimulation, and when among his 
fellow clerks he was profuse in decrying the injustice 
which had enabled him to rise over the misfortunes 
which he himself had caused, and upon the ruin which 
he had accomplished. 

By these means he succeeded in advancing his 
position, and being circumspect in his deportment, he 
retained the confidence of those who employed him. 
Soon, however, he began to long for broader fields of 
operation, the little town in which he labored, was too 
small for the display of such talents as he believed he 
possessed. He became ambitious to seek bis fortune in 
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fome of the larger cities, where greater opportunitiea 
would be offered for his advancement, and where he 
might exercise his abilities in the more stirring oyents of 
a great metropolis. 

After considering the matter for some time, he 
determined to come to Chicago, Illinois, and once having 
decided upon his place of destination, he began his 
preparations for departure from the British dominions. 
Thus far he had openly conducted himself as a youth 
of correct habits and an honorable mind. He had 
performed his work carefully and well, his employers 
esteemed him, and his fellow clerks, while they prof eased 
no warm attachment for their selfish associate, were none 
the less, hearty and outspoken in their good wishes. 
Armed with letters of introduction to prominent busi- 
ness men in the city of Chicago, and with certiiBcates of 
his ability and character. Frank Curran, left his native 
country, and made his way to the metropolis of the 
West. 

Having a limited knowledge of the banking business, 
and possessing a taste for financial operations, he deter- 
mined to seek employment in the office of some promi- 
nent banker, or with some incorporated banking instiiu- 
tion, 'vhere he might, by diligence and close application 
to his duties, advance himself upon the road to fortune 
and success. 

Frank Curran, at this time, was a young man ol 



TO THE PRISON. 181 

about twenty-four years of age^ of a quiet, self-contained 
and reserved disposition, and with an outward appear- 
ance which invited confidence. He had contracted no 
bad habits, and was as settled in his deportment as a 
man of fifty. Never having indulged in dissipation, he 
had no taste for the forbidden pleasures of a great city, 
and by nature and temperament he was eminently 
qualified to resist the temptations of the frivolous and 
the licentious. 

He soon found employment in the banking institu- 
tion of Perry, Barrett & Co., a large private enterprize 
in the Garden City. The bank of Perry, Barrett & Co., 
was one of the most responsible and reliable in the west. 
Their business was extensive and their deposits aggre- 
gated several millions of dollars. The members of the 
firm were of high standing and eminent respectability, 
while their personal characters were of the highest 
order. 

Into this bank, therefore, came Frank Ourran. His 
dredentials were unexceptionable, and he experienced no 
diflficulty in fulfilling the duties which devolved upon 
him. By his close attention to business, and the quick- 
ness with which he mastered the requirements of his 
position, he soon gained the confidence and the respect 
of his employers. He was punctual and assiduous, and 
possessing a thorough knowledge of the business, Ifr, 
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Barrett congratulated himself upon securing so trusty 
and 80 valuable an accountant. 

It was in 1871 that young Frank Curran entered the 
bank. The city of Chicago was just recoyering from 
the effects of the great fire^ which had swept oyer the 
entire city. Millions of dollars of eastern capital was 
being sent to the city for investment^ and the banks did 
a thriving business. Stately edifices were rearing their 
forms through the ruins that were strewn around, and 
Chicago was preparing for that wonderful progressiye 
march which has attended her career ever since. There 
was much work to do^ and Frank Curran proved him* 
self of great service to the gentlemen who had engaged 
him, and step by step he advanced in favor and in 
increased remuneration. 

The young man showed no inclination to indulge in 
the follies and extravagances incident to young man* 
hood. He was circumspect in all his actions. He did 
not drink or smoke, and he attended church with a ref- 
ularity that augured well for his moral training and 
correct habits. The friends he made were of the most 
respectable character, and his associates were snch that 
no evil influences ever reached him. For twelve years 
he maintained his position in the bank, each year add- 
ing to his popularity with his employers, and to the 
improvement of his finances. He was implicitly trosted. 

As had been the case during his earlier years^ Frank 
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Onrran failed to caltivate any warm friendships among 
his associates. The under-current of selfishness was 
apparent in all his actions^ and no generous act marked 
his associations with his fellow clerks. He was oold, 
calculating and repellant. Exact in his performance of 
duty, respectful to his superiors, and mechanically 
attentive to business, he pursued the even tenor of hi& 
way^ but his presence diffused no genial warmth^ and 
his heart was open to none. 

Thus matters progressed for twelve years, and no 
thought of suspicion was ever entertained regarding him 
by his employers. He enjoyed a liberal salary; his 
acquaintances were numerous and highly respectable, 
and in church circles he was well known and admired. 
In the beginning of the year 1883, however, Prank Cur- 
ran began to complain of ill health. His eyes grew 
heavy, and there was a nervous abstraction about his 
manner, which gave indication of ill-health. At last, 
about the middle of January, he waited upon Mr. Bar- 
rett, and requested a vacation for a few weeks, in the 
hope that a journey to the balmy orange groves of Flor- 
Ma, would result beneficially to him. His request was 
cordially granted by Mr. Barrett, who sympathized 
deeply with his overworked accountant, and, with many 
good wishes for his speedy recovery. Prank Currau 
started upon his journey. ; 

A few days after his departure, strange revelations 
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were made to the astonished bankers. On checkih^ up 
tlic books of the absent cashier^ there was found to be a 
deficiency of nearly ten thousand dollars^ and this had 
been adroitly concealed by alterations of figures and 
false entries, so cleverly done, that none but an expert in 
bank book-keeping would have been able to discover for a 
long time. A horrible suspicion at once took possessica 
of Mr. Barrett. Gould it be possible that a young man 
of such seeming honesty, whose habits were so regular* 
and upon whom he had bestowed so much firiendly re- 
gard, and almost parental interest, was guilty of this 
crime? Could it be that their trusted and honored 
assistant-cashier had become a thief and a forger^ and 
had robbed them of this amount of money ? It was dif- 
ficult to believe so monstrous a thing, and yet the con« 
viction was forced upon them. The books in which the 
deficiency was shown, were kept exclusively by Frank 
Gurran, and no one else had access to them, therefore 
the act must have been committed by him. 

Prompt action was at once resolved upon, and Mr. 
Barrett, smarting under the sting of Frank Cnrran'i 
ingratitude and dishonesty, at once applied to my 
agency. The absconding thief must be found, and everj 
means calculated to produce this result must be resorted 
to. Five days had elapsed since he went away, and the 
direction of his journey was unknown, but that fact 
must be no bar to our saccess, he mast be diaooTerad, 
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and Messrs Perry, Barrett & Co. were determined that 
he should be punished. 

In the meantime, a thorough examination of the 
affairs of the bank, and the accounts of the defaulting 
assistant-cashier was made, and the result was indeed 
startling to the trusting and grossly deceived bankers. 
It was found that Frank Curran had succeeded in fraud- 
ulently obtaining over thirty thousand dollars in money, 
and about twenty thousand dollars in negotiable securi- 
ties, which had been confided to his keeping. 

The trusted assistant-cashier was a defaulter to the 
amount of fifty thousand dollars, and instead of being 
the confidential employ 6 of an honorable bank, and oc- 
cupying a respectable position in society, Frank Curran 
was now a fugitive from justice, seeking to avoid the 
officers of the law, and to evade the just penalty of his 
crime* 
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AT the time of the commission of this crime, Frank 
Curran had materially changed in appearance 
from the boyish looking young man who first obtained 
employment with Perry, Barrett & Co., twelve years 
before. He was. now about thirty-six years of age, of 
medium height, but looking much older. His hair had 
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fallen ont, and the top of his head was qnite bald, but 
to cover this deficiency of nature, he had resorted to the 
wearing of a wig of dark brown, which matched his own 
hair, and would be accepted by the general obserrer as 
the genuine article. His blue eyes were deeply set in 
his head, and he wore a small mustache and side whis- 
kers. This was the description furnished me by Mr. 
Barrett, and was the only clue upon which I could com- 
mence my operations. Mr. Barrett had no photograph 
of the young man in his possession, and so far as he 
knew there were none in existence, and I must, there- 
fore, be content with the meagre information I thns 
received. 

Notwithstanding this, I determined to undertake the 
matter, and to use all available and conceivable means 
to capture the absconder. The first thing to be done, 
therefore, was to endeavor to ascertain the direction of 
the flight of the fugitive. As he had openly announced 
that he was going to New Orleans, it was reasonable to 
suppose that he had no intention of making that city 
his place of destination, and I resolved to waste no time 
ill looking for him in that direction. In order, how* 
ever, to cover all possible contingencies, I telegraphed 
the chief of police of that city, giving him the descrip- 
tion I had received of Frank Ourran, and rcqaesting 
him to apprehend him, if found. As for myself, I was 
afraid that, he had either made h^s way into Canada, oi 
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had trayeled to NeV York or some other eastern citj^ 
and had there taken a steamer to some foreign conntry. 
In order, therefore, to lose no time, I sent messages io 
my son, Robert A. Pinkerton, who was in charge of my 
New York agency, and to Captain Linden, who controls 
the affairs of my agency in Philadelphia, directing them 
to search all the shipping lists of vessels that had sailed, 
and to carefully inspect every one about to sail, or which 
would sail in a few days. I indulged in a faint hope, 
though I must confess that it was a very faint one in- 
deed^ that the fleeing embezzler might still be in the 
country awaiting an opportunity to get away unobserved. 
Of course my theories were all based upon suppositions, 
and I was entirely without any reliable information 
whatever to guide me in my pursuit, but I am never so 
prejudiced as to confine myself to one idea in a matter 
of this kind. There were a number of possibilities to 
be considered in a pursuit of this nature. Instead of 
traveling eastward, as I was strongly inclined to think, 
he might have sought the wilds of the West, and even 
now might be beyond the borders of civilization, or 
taking refuge in some western city, where he hoped tc« 
avoid observation, and escape discovery, until opportunity 
offered to effect his departure from the country. An- 
other theory was worthy of consideration. He might 
not have left the city of Chicago at all, but, concealed 
beneath the sheltering roof of some particular friend, 
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he might be laughing in his sleeve at the misdireeted 
efforts of the detectives to overtake him. I have known 
of several instances of this kind^ where the oriminaly 
instead of taking instant flight, and incurring the risk 
of leaving traces of his identity wherever he might make 
a temporary stoppage, or rendering himself liable to 
recognition and identification by railroad or steamboat 
officials, has kept quietly within doors, perhaps but a 
few blocks from the scene of his crime, and has suc- 
ceeded, for a time, in evading pursuit and in throwing 
some of the most expert detectives off his track. It is 
rarely, however, that such ruses succeed, and as I gen- 
erally take the precaution to guard against such a oourse 
of proceeding, I determined to put such methods into 
operation as would cover every possible avenue of es- 
cape. 

Every police authority west of Chicago, was imme- 
diately furnished by telegraph with as full a description 
of Frank Ourran, as I could procure, and thej were 
requested to arrest him wherever found, and to notify 
me immediately of the fact. In the meantime I set to 
work to obtain full particulars of his companions and 
associates in Obicago. I soon learned where he had 
boarded for several years prior to his departure, and it 
was not long before I had one of my operatives domi- 
ciled beneath the roof which had for so long a time 
sheltered the fugitive. Other operatives were detailed 
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to cnltiyate the acquaintance of some of his friends who 
were known to be extensive operators on the Board of 
Trade^ and through whom, it was suspected, a large 
amount of the money, stolen by Frank Gurran, had been 
lost in unfortunate speculations. 

Before detailing the movements of my men in the 
cast, I will relate the experiences of those who were 
engaged in Ohicago, and through whom I obtained many 
important items of information which were of great 
service to me thereafter. 

Edward Southern, the young man who had been 
selected to engage board at the house where Frank 
Curran had formerly resided, was a very gentlemanly 
young fellow, whose manners and address were of a 
character to invite confidence, and whose intellectual 
attainments were above the average. He was good- 
looking, and his conversational qualities were of that easy 
and attractive kind, that rendered him an interesting 
companion, and won him the friendly regard of those 
with whom he associated. He presented himself at the 
residence of Mrs. Williams, and after a few preliminary 
inquiries, he selected a room and engaged board with 
the pleasant little woman who conducted the household. 
That evening his trunk was conveyed to the establish- 
ment, and Mr. Southern became an inmate of the house 
and was formally introduced to the various guests. No 
suspicion of his occupation was entertained by any one 
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uf the inmates, and as he carefully aToided any mention 
of the unfortunate Mr. Ourran, and made no inquiricB w 
(o his previous residence in the house, the first evening 
passed pleasantly away, and the young detective was 
regarded by all as a very pleasant and companionable 
gentleman. In order not to be obtrusive, he retired 
early and left the family to their own thoughts and 
conversation. 

During the succeeding days of his residence at the 
house of Mrs. Williams, he learned many particulars of 
Frank Currants life, without seeming to take the slight- 
est interest in the matter. The family of Mrs. WHliamSy 
who was a widow, consisted of three daughters, two of 
whom were married and resided with her, while the 
youngest one, who was single, and apparently in ** maid- 
en meditation, fancy free,'^ was an agreeable and veij 
attractive young lady. There was also a son, a wild 
young fellow, who did not reside at home, but who Ti»* 
ited his mother occasionally. Frank Ourran, it trant* 
pirod, had boarded with the family for nearly ten yean, 
and at one time was believed to be very much in love 
with one of the daughters, who, however, had failed to 
respond to his wooing and had married some one elae. 
The conversation of the entire family was very guarded 
when speaking of their former boarder and associate, 
and the detective found no little difficulty in leading up 
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to tlie subject and interjecting his inquires withoat 
exciting suspicion. 

The younger Miss Williams appeared to be the most 
impressionable, and to her Mr. Southern resolved to 
devote his attention. He soon won the young lady's 
favor^ and after a few evenings^ he invited her to accom- 
pany him to the theater, which, her mother consenting, 
she very cheerfully did, and the evening was most enjoy- 
ably spent by them both. After this event his progress 
was comparatively easy, and one evening when they were 
alone, and conversing very pleasantly, the young lady 
produced a photograph album, and proceeded to enlighten 
the young man upon the identity of the pictures it con- 
tained. In turning over the leaves, to the intense satis- 
faction of the detective, a recent photograph of Frank 
Ciirran was displayed before his admiring gaze. The 
inspection of the album was continued, and the young 
man took a careful note of where it was deposited. The 
next day that same photograph was in my possession, 
and learning from the card upon the back the name of 
the artist who had printed it, I ordered a number of 
copies of the same for my own use. Before evening, 
Edward Southern had replaced the picture in the young 
lady's album, and no one was aware of its tempoiary 
absence or of the uses to which it had been put. 

This photograph was of great assistance to me, as I 
find that but comparatively few people are able to iden- 
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tify indiyidaals from a mere description^ whether yerWI 
or written, while every one can recognize without effort 
the features of a person when presented with a photo- 
fpraph. This " counterfeit presentment '* of Frank Cur- 
ran had been taken but a short time previous to hii 
departure, and the resemblance was claimed to be remark- 
ably life-like. I therefore congratulated myself upon 
the good fortune which had attended my efforts in this 
direction, and resolved to profit by it. 

Leaving Edward Southern in the domicile of Mrs. 
Williams, we will now turn to our efforts to trace tht 
fugitive in his flight from Ghicagow 
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Tj^IBMLY believing that Frank Gurran had made hk 
-^ way to one of the sea-port cities of the east, and 
ficm thence ne nad either sailed to some foreign port, or 
«r«s contemplating such a proceeding, I directed my su- 
p©r\ntondents in New York and Philadelphia, to be moBt 
thorough and expeditious in their investigations. Ai 
soon as my orders had been received, a number of opera- 
tives were at once sent out to search the various hotels 
in the two cities, and to carefully exam:ie every Tosael 
which was to sail from either port witnout regard to 
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•lesti nation. Letters were also written to the detective 
authorities cf the cities of New England, covering the 
entire coast as far as Maine, and requcEting, in case 
Frank Curran was identilBed, to have him arrested at 
once regardless of consequences. 

One who is unacquainted with the immense foreign 
trade of these cities can form no approximate idea of the 
gigantic labor which this task involves. Every day the 
shipping lists contain a large number of vessels that 
clear these ports for distant countries, and most of them, 
if not regular passenger vessels, will accommodate one 
or more travelers, provided ample remuneration is of- 
fered. Therefore, it was necessary, in order to cover all 
possible points of departure, that a personal visit should 
be made to every vessel, and that every captain and ship- 
ping agency should be inquired of. In addition to this, 
there was the danger to be encountered, that Frank Cur- 
ran had adopted a fictitious name, and in a strange city 
where he was entirely unacquainted, this could easily be 
done, and afford one of the best covers imaginable. 
Very few of the shipping or hotel clerks would be able 
to identify a stranger from a mere description, and the 
difficulties which beset us at the outset, were altogether 
of no mean order. 

Fearful of failure on this account, I hurried the prep- 
aration of the photographs of Frank Gurran, and thej, 
t 
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were forwarded to all points immediately after they were 
receiyed. 

Six days had elapsed in which onr searches and 
inquiries had been entirely unavailing. Not one of the 
hundreds of people who had been approached, could 
give the slightest information of the missing man, and 
no one was able to recall the appearance of the person 
we were engaged in finding. It is not in my nature, 
however, to despair of success^ because I may meet with 
primary failure ; in fact, this circumstance serves more 
as a spur to more energetic efforts^ than as a depressing 
influence, and I was determined to capture Frank Gni^ 
ran, if it was within the bounds of possibilities. 

In many respects, this case differed from the nsual 
ones that are brought before me. Generally, the first 
question to be determined is, as to the identity of the 
criminal — we must first discover who committed th« 
deed. The culprit has worked so quietly and with snch 
secrecy, that his identity is not known, and my initial 
dutiy is to ascertain who the criminal really is, and then 
to set my trap to catch him. In this case, however, (lie 
thief was known, there could bo no doubt of his iden- 
tity, and the great work to be accomplished, wan, to 
track him to his hiding-place and effect his arrest. Tlw 
five days' start which the fugitive had before porrait 
was commenced, were vastly in his favor, for in these 
days of fast travel, and with numbers of vessels sailing 
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daily, he had ample time to leave the country, if such 
had been his intention, and he could have adopted not 
only a fictitious name, but a sure and safe disguise, which 
might enable him to escape detection from those who 
had neyer seen him before, and were only guided in 
their search by a rather meager description of his per^ 
son. 

In order, however, to make our investigation as 
thorough as possible, every hotel had been visited, the 
registers inspected, and the clerks questioned. Every 
pier from which a vessel had sailed since Frank Gurran 
left Chicago received attention from my operatives, but 
with no satisfactory result, and after six days of anxious 
inquiry, we were as far from gaining any definite infor- 
mation as when the pursuit was commenced. 

When the photographs were received at last, I enter- 
tained stronger hopes of success, and a number of them 
were sent to New York and Philadelphia, to be used by 
my operatives, in their efforts to discover some tidings of 
the absconding cashier. 

Days and weeks passed with no diminution in our 
efforts, but with no success whatever. No one could be 
found who had the slightest recollection of ever having 
seen the original of the photograph, or who could give 
any information concerning him. The entire city of 
New York had been scoured, in our efforts to obtain 
gome trace of Frank Ourran, but nothing could be learned 
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regarding turn. Nor had I been idle in other directions , 
the police of the various cities and towns from Maine to 
California, and all the principal cities of Canada, had 
been apprized of this robbery, and had been requested 
to assist in his apprehension, if he should be found ; bo< 
thus far no tidings had been received from any qjOLvrtet^ 
and it seemed as though Frank Gurran must have dis- 
appeared effectually from human view. 

Only one hope now remained, and to that I clang 
tenaciously. It was possible that the fugitive had 
reached New York, and had saUed from that port under 
an assumed name, before the discovery of his crime was 
made, and consequently before our pursuit was com- 
menced. I had prepared a list of the vessels which had 
Bailed during this time, but was obliged to await their 
return to New York before I could ascertain anything 
definitely, regarding the personal appearance of any of 
the passengers they had taken out. 

Among the number of vessels which had departed 
from New York during that period was the " City of 
Para,'* which sailed between New York and Aspinwall^ 
and which had left the former port on the 20th day of 
January. This vessel arrived at New York on her re- 
turn trip on the 16th day of February, and slie had 
scarcely been made fast to the pier before my operatives 
were aboard of her, eagerly engaged in prosecuting their 
inquiries. Nearly a month had elapsed since the Ycssel 
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had sailed from the city, on her voyage to Aspinwall, and 
during that time every means had been tried to gain in- 
formation, and our resources were fast dwindling away. 
A few days and a few more efforts would determine 
whether there was any hope of discovering anything 
from the sailing vessels, and among this limited number 
was the "City of Para/' 

On reaching the deck of the steamer, my operative at 
once sought the steward of the vessel, and exhibiting 
the photograph which I had sent him, he inquired of 
the officer, if he had ever seen that man before. 

After a rapid glance at the picture, the steward re- 
plied: 

" Yes, sir, that man was a passenger on our last trip 
to Aspinwall/' 

As may be imagined, the heart of the detective 
throbbed hopefully at this announcement. After weary 
weeks of fruitless inquiry, his labors wore at last about 
to be crowned with success. 

" If you will wait until the passengers are landed,** 
continued the steward, "I will have more time, and J 
will tell you all I know about this man.'* 

The detective cheerfully submitted to this delay, and 
after waiting for an hour or more, the steward again 
made his appearance, and expressed his willingness to 
give all the information he possessed. From the state- 
ment of this officer, it was learned, that Frank Curran 
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had sailed from New York, on the *' Cit/ of Para,** 0£ 
the 20th day of January, under the name of *' Albert 
Parsons," and had taken passage for Aspinwall. Thus it 
will be seen, that on the very day on which my telegram 
was sent from Chicago to New York, instructing my 
men to look out for the fugitive, he had left that city 
upon his ocean voyage. At the identical moment that 
my message was received, the " City of Para" stood out 
in the channel in full view of the inquiring officers, who 
were in utter ignorance of the fact that the man they 
were in search of was on board of her. 

Other officers of the steamer fully identified the pho- 
tograph of Frank Curran, as that of their passenger 
" Albert Parsons." They also described him as a '' nice, 
quiet young man with thin hair, very neat and particu- 
lar about his dress.'^ He had been seasick for two days, 
but after he had recovered, he made himself quite agree- 
able to several of the passengers, with whom he played 
cards, and conversed quite affably during the Toyage. 
One of the cabin Stewarts stated that Mr. Parsons must 
have a brother or a friend whose name was ** Frank," as 
he carried a cane with a silver head, on which that name 
was engraved. Th is was corroborative evidence of Frank 
Currants identity, for that young man was known to 
have a cane fully answering the description thus given. 

This satisfactory information was at once wired to 
me, and I lost to time in communicating the agreeaUe 
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inteHipnce to Messrs Peny^ Barrett & Go., who were 
grateful beyond measure to learn that at last, our labors 
had been crowned with preliminary success, and that 
we had at length succeeded in obtaining some tangible 
clue to the direction taken by their defaulting cashiei 
in his flight from Chicago. 



CHAPTER IV. 



AN event which transpired shortly before we suc- 
-^^ ceeded in learning that Frank Gurran had sailed 
in the **City of Para/' served to intensify the desires of 
Messrs. Perry, Barrett & Co., to capture and bring to 
punishment their once trusted employ^. I. iSeemed that 
the young man was entirely lost to all sense of gratitude 
or honor. Not content with having grossly abused the 
confiding trust of his employers, and robbing them of 
more than fifty thousand dollars, he determined to leave 
behind him, still further proof of his villainy and 
depravity. He had the effrontery to address a letter to 
the bankers, in whose service he had been for so many 
years, in which the impudent young thief unblushingly 
acknowledged his guilt, and gave full particulars of his 
peculations. In this arrogant epistle, he also stated 
that it was useless for Percy, Barrett & Co. to expend 
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any time or money in the attempt to pnrsne him^ as he 
was entirely out of their reach, and beyond the possi- 
bility of capture. He coolly counseled the firm to 
patiently bear up under their losses, and to allow mat- 
ters to quietly rest as they were. In addition to thiB 
startling braggadocio^ he exceeded all bonnds, by warn- 
ing the firm^ that if his advice was disregarded, and 
they attempted to pursue him, his numerous friends 
would instigate a ^^run'^ on the bank, by circolating 
reports of their insolvency, which would result in their 
financial ruin. 

This impudent epistle had evidently been written bj 
Frank Ourran^ prior to his departure^ and had been 
entrusted to some friend, to be delivered or sent through 
the mail, after he was supposed to be at a safe distance 
from the city. The letter was dated February 1, but 
was received by the firm several days before that date, 
showing conclusively that Curran must have communi- 
cated the fact of his sailing from New York, to thiB 
confidential friend before his depai*ture, and the latter, 
in his eagerness to work the laischief that was intended, 
could not restrain his impatience, and so dispatched it 
before it was wise to do so. 

At first, this letter was regarded as a niece of brag- 
ging impertinence, and only as anothei evidence of 
Frank Curran's ingratitude, which wonld result in no 
injury save to i^A author, but, strange to say, the attempt 
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to carry out the threat contained in the letter was actu- 
ally made. Exaggerated and damaging reports vrerc 
put in circulation upon the floor of the Board of Trade 
and elsewhere ; the newspapers were furnished with 
statements, untruthful in every particular, regarding 
the alleged weakness of the hank. The hank, however, 
was equal to the emergency, and every demand was met 
with promptness and good humor, and in a very short 
time, the groundless fears of the timid and credulous 
depositors were allayed, and the attempt to injure the 
hank proved to he a lamentable failure. 

One effect, however, followed the reception of this 
letter, which was far from beneficial to Frank Curran, 
the runaway thief. Mr. Barrett, whose feelings up to 
this time, had been those of sorrow more than anger, 
and whose almost fatherly regard for the young man, 
might have prevented him from resorting to harsh 
measures, in the event of his capture, was now so deeply 
incensed at his utter disregard of every sentiment of 
honor, manhood and gratitude, that he determined to 
exhaust every means to effect his arrest, and to accom- 
plish this object regardless of the expense that might be 
incurred, or the length of time that would be required 
to achieve success. His directions to me were concise 
and to the point : " This young man must he found 
and arrested, if it costs us as much as he has already 
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taken ; such an exhibition of depravity^ dishonesty and 
iingratefnlness must not be allowed to go nnponished.** 
It wi]l be seen that Frank Garran had reckoned 
without his host, and that when he congratulated him- 
self upon his assumed safety, he forgot to take into 
^;count the fact that detectives have more knowledge of 
the ways of fleeing criminals, than all the absconding 
bank clerks in the country. He might succeed in 
robbing his employers, whose confidence in him was 
unbounded ; he might, under plea of sickness, obtain a 
leave of absence, which would afford him time enoagh to 
leave the country, before his crime would be detected, or 
before pursuit could be commenced, but in these events 
he was simply deceiving men who trusted him, and who 
were not versed in the tricks and subterfuges of 
dishonest employes bat the detective is a different 
individual altogether, and when once he strikes the trafl 
of a fugitive, there is no weakening of the pursuit until 
the guilty party is traced to his hiding-place, and made 
to feel the rigors of the law. The most ingenious 
fugitive that ever lived, with his guilty mind excited by 
the fears of capture, and his brain filled with plans of 
escape, is no match for the wily detective, who coolly 
and intelligently lays his plans of pursnit ; who can 
theorize in a dozen ways upon the probabilities of locft* 
tion,and act at once upon them all. Frank Ournui was 
to learn that it was one thing to write boastful letteis to 
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his employers^ but it was quite another matter to justify 
his words by practice, and to secure the safety he 
vaunted so impudently. 

Before returning to the efforts made to follow Frank 
Cur ran on his journey, we will devote a short space tj 
the movements of my operatives in Chicago, whc were 
detailed to investigate the antecedents of the fugitive, 
and to learn all that could be acquired in relation tc his 
intimates and associates. Edward Southern and the 
other operatives soon obtained the information that the 
defaulting cashier had been intimately connected with a 
number of men, whose reputations were, to say the 
least, rather doubtful, and whose speculations were of 
the most reckless and questionable character. The^e 
men had no standing whatever, on the Board of Trade, 
but their operations were conducted through broker, 
whose business was only to follow the directions of their 
patrons, and to collect their commissions. Several of 
these speculators were quietly interviewed by gentle- 
manly detectives, whose occupation would never be 
suspected from their appearance and deportment. Suffi- 
cient evidence was obtained, to convince me 'hat Frank 
Curran had been one of the wildest and mubt recklesd 
speculators of this gang, and some of his transactions 
bordered closely upon idiocy. From pmall ventures 
which resulted disastrously, he was gradually led mw 
larger operations of greater risk, m tlie hope of recover- 
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ing at one swoop, the losses which had been preriondy 
sustained. In most of these investments he had been 
unsuccessf uly and for three months prior to his depar- 
nre, he had been engaged in robbing the bank and 
falsifying his accounts, in order to conceal his specula- 
tions. The greater bulk of the money he had taken^ 
had been stolen during that time, and it was disooyered 
that the dishonest young cashier had fallen among 
thieves who bled him ravenously from day to day. It 
did not appear that he was at all dissipated or given to 
other means of gambling than that of speculation ; while 
he occasionally took a drink, no one could be fonnd^ 
who had ever seen him under the influence of liquor. 
Nor could any one be discovered who knew of his visit- 
ing gambling saloons or engaging in games of chance or 
hazard with his friends. During all the period of his 
dishonest appropriations of the money of his employerSt 
he preserved the same regularity in his attendance at 
church, hi8 quiet and friendly attentions to the ladies at 
his boarding-house continued uninterruptedly, and his 
thefts were committed with a coolness and system, that 
only aggravated his crimes, and proved him to be a delib- 
erate and heartless criminal. Not one palliating circnm- 
stance could therefore be urged in his behalf, no sudden 
and uncontrollable temptation beset him 'n a momcn^ 
of weakness or intoxication. No act of harshness cr 
iigusticc on the part of his employers promiiUHl liiui if 
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seek revenge in robbery, bat on the coLtrary, every 
conceivable influence that woald tend to cotnpel honesty 
and straight-forward condnct, surrounded bim. His fall 
was of his own deliberate choosing, and to become the 
thief that he was, he was obliged to ignore every princi- 
ple of his early training, every thought of honor and 
appreciation of the confidence reposed in him, and to 
descend below the plane of the most depraved burglar 
or professional thief whose life was surrounded by vice, 
depravity and the taint of the prison. 

It was also learned, that it was through these associ- 
ates of Prank Curran, these men who had been con- 
nected with him in his reckless and disastrous specula- 
tions, that the absconder hoped to create the suspicion 
against the solvency and security of the bank, which 
would result in its downfall ; and although these men 
had secretly and adroitly done their work, their plans 
had all failed, and the bank had stood strong and firm, 
and safely passed through the trying ordeal of a " run/^ 

So closely were these men pressed, that several of 
them disappeared ; and the remainder, against whom no 
positive evidence could be obtained, were quaking with 
fears of an exposure. Thus, while the enemies of the 
bank were utterly routed and discomfited, the firm of 
Perry, Barrett & Co., stood higher than ever in the esti- 
mation of the financial circles of the city and country. 

Edward Southern, by his residence at Mrs. Williamv 
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boarding-house, and throngh his intimacy with eereml 
of Frank Currants friends, who were entirely ignorant 
of his dishonest transactions before his leaving tLd bank| 
had gained another important item of information. 

It was learned that Frank Ourran had contracted an 
intimacy with a South American family, residing in Chi- 
cago, and that he was a frequent visitor at their house. 
From what could be gleaned from the detective's inqui- 
ries, it appeared that this family had near relatives liv- 
ing in Peru, and that Frank Gurran had evinced a livelj 
interest in the affairs of these people. This fact, taken 
in connection with his natural selfishness and indiffer- 
ence to the concerns of his other friends and associates, 
led me to the belief that he had gone to South America, 
in his flight from Chicago, under the impression that 
once landed upon the shores of Chili or Peru, he would 
be safe from arrest, by any process of law, owing to the 
fact that it was thought that the extradition treaties 
existing between the United States and these Govern- 
ments did not cover the offenses which he hal com- 
mitted. 

He had, evidently, carefully studied all the possibil- 
ities of capture, before taking che step he did, and he wai 
probably now congratulating himself ipon having eluded 
pursuit and reached a country where he conld remain 
free and unmolested. But there are more ways than 
one known to the shrewd detective, by which a criminjil 
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can be secnred^ even though he seek the protoction of a 
hostile government, and if he was felicitating himself on 
his perfect safety, I am afraid he was basing his sense of 
security npon a very flimsy foundation. 



CHAPTER V. 



TXTE will now resume our investigations at the port 
^ * of New York, after the important discovery had 
been made, that Frank Curran, under the name of 
'* Albert Parsons^' had sailed in the "City of Para," 
and had left that ship upon her arrival at Aspinwall. 
A second visit was made to the steamship after the pas- 
sengers and cargo had been disembarked, and every offi- 
cer of the vessel was interviewed by one of my opera- 
tives. Many important items of information were 
gained, which proved conclusively that '^ Albert Par- 
sons'* was none other than Frank Curran, the default- 
ing and absconding cashier of Perry, Barrett & Co. 
Several of the officers were able to detail many little 
characteristics of the man, which fully corroborated all 
that I had previously learned of him. The berth-stew- 
ard of the vessel also furnished some further testimony, 
which was not only convincing of the identity of Frank 
Curran, but of considerable jmportance in indicating 
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his fnture course of flight. This young man produced 
an overcoat which, he stated, had been presented to him 
by the passenger ^^ Albert Parsons/* with the remark 
that he would not need it^ as he was going to a warm 
climate. The detectiye carefully examined the gar- 
ment^ and, to his intense satisfar jion, he found nndei 
neath the loop under the collar, which is generally leei 
to hang up a coat of thi& kind, a strip of white caoLirio^ 
on which was legibly written the name of Frank Cur- 
ran. There could be no possibility of doubt that 
** Albert Parsons *' and Frank Ourran were one and the 
same person. The steward also informed my oporatiye 
that Ourran had stopped at the "Grand Hotel'* at 
Panama, and that it was possible he could sail for PerUy 
taking either the steamship "Santa Rosa ^ or " South 
Carolina," for Callao. 

At this time I, very fortunately, had an operatiTe 
located at Panama, who was engaged upon another 
investigation, and I immediately telegraphed to him to 
make inquiries at all the hotels and elsewhere for the 
fugitive, if he could conveniently do so without preju- 
dice to the operation he was then engaged upon. I alio 
telegraphed to Captain Lees, the indefatigable anJ esti- 
mable chief of the San Francisco force, requesting him 
to make similar inquiries, hoping that by thus having 
two investigators, I migl.t rely upon speedy and positive 
information. After a very short de!ay, I heard from 
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both sources, and their infcrmation was identical and to 
tlie point. They had both been able to trace the move- 
ments of Frank Curran after his arrival at Panama. It 
was ascertained that he had sailed fi-om that port on the 
*' Santa Eosa/' on the 30th day of January, under the 
newly assumed name of ** Walter Stratton,^' his destina- 
tion being Callao, Peru. A surprising item of intelli- 
gence also accompanied this information, which was, 
that "Walter Stratton^' had audaciously represented 
himself as a member of Pinkerton's Detective Agency, 
and that he was engaged in tracing an embezzler of 
fifty thousand dollars. The effrontery and impudence 
of this young man was becoming almost admirable, and 
gave an added zest to my desires to effect his capture. 

Having sailed from New York on the 20th of Janu- 
ary, and from Panama on the 30th, Curran was now 
nearly a month in advance of his pursuers, but having 
obtained a decided clue to his whereabouts, I had no 
fears of success, even though the lapse of time might be 
temporarily against me. 

The " City of Para ^' was to leave New York again 
on the 20th of the month — February, on her voyage to 
Aspinwall, and I determined to send an operative by 
that vessel, who would be able to take up the trail of the 
fugitive from the point of his sailing from Panama. 

For the purposes of this pursuit, I selected a young 
m»n on my force, who, by nature and education, wm 
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eminently qualified for the task about to be imposed 
upon him. His name was Henry Judson, and he had 
been in my employ for a number of years. He was quite 
a good-looking and gentlemanly young fellow, of about 
twenty-eight years of age, and he had been engaged upon 
many important operations in the past, which required 
more than average education, shrewdness and caution, 
)ind had almost invariably been successful. Besides 
Deing a very excellent English scholar, he spoke French 
fluently ; having received part of his education in one 
of the leading institutions of Paris. Of the Spanish 
language he had a slight knowledge, and could under- 
stand any ordinary conversation carried on in that 
tongue. Henry Judson, therefore, was chosen by me 
for this investigation, and he was instructed to prepare 
himself for the journey as soon as possible. Before the 
sailing of the " City of Para,*' he was fully informed ai 
to the nature of his duties, and his instructions were fuU 
and comprehensive. He was also furnished with a oopy 
of Frank Currants photograph, in order that he might 
the more readily identify him, and all the facts which I 
had gained in the case were communicated to him, so 
that he might act intelligently in the matter, and the 
more surely guard against mistakes, if he should meet 
with Frank Gurran, and cultivate his acquaintance. 
Fully equipped for his voyage, therefore^ the yonng 
detective went on board of the ^' City of Pto^* and en 
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the morning of the 20th of February, just one nconth 
after the fugitive had left the shores of America, the 
same vessel bore away an officer of the Jaw, who was 
resolved to run him to earth, if it was possible to accom- 
plish the task. 

Nothing worthy of note occurred upon the voyage to 
Aspinwall. Henry Judson improved his opportunities 
for making the acquaintance of the officers of the vessel, 
and by indirect questioning, which excited no suspicion 
of his calling, he received all the information he desired, 
of the movements of Frank Gurran, while lie was a pas- 
senger. He also learned that the young man had made 
some changes in his wearing apparel at Panama, and 
had purchased a straw hat of peculiar shape, which was 
described to him, and which would aid him materially 
in picking him up, provided he should be met on the 
street or in any locality where it would be impossible to 
question others as to his identity. 

On the 28th day of February, the "City of Para" 
arrived at Aspinwall, where Henry Judson was met by 
my son, Eobert A. Pinkerton, and the other operative, 
who were engaged there, upon another operation of con- 
siderable importance, and from whom he learned fuller 
particulars of Frank Currants movements. That young 
man had registered at the Grand Hotel in Panama as 
'^ Walter Stratton,'^ and bad taken passage on tht 
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'^ Santa Eosa " on the 30th of January, for Oallao, Peru, 
Inhere, it was sappased, he was still stopping. 

On the fo'ilowiug morning, Henry Judson took the 
Drain for P$^«aama, and arrived there in company with 
the other operative, about noon. It was not deemed r.d- 
yisable that his presence or his profession siioald be 
known at this place, but rather, that he should remain 
under cover, while his companion should make all the 
inquiries that were necessary. 

On the 2d of March, my operative left Panama for 
Callao, Peru, on the steamship " Loutrie/' Not one on 
board the vessel suspected his profession, as he main- 
tained the dignity of a young gentleman traveling for 
pleasure, and made no unusual interrogatories of anj 
one. On the way down, the weather was so warm, and 
the searching rays of the sun beat down upon the hot| 
dry decks of the ship with such force, that Henry Jud- 
son, who was unused to the excessive heat, was pros- 
trated with a severe attack of sun-stroke. He was con- 
veyed to his berth, and all available remedies were 
applied, which ultimately were successful in restoring 
him to consciousness, but his physical weakness was so 
great that he was unable to rise until the ship arriyed 
opposite Callao — a seaport town on the coast of Peru— 
about eight o'clock on the evening of the 9th of Marohf 
too late to be allowed to enter the city, and they 
obliged to anchor in the bay over night. 
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On the following morning the detective, very ill and 
very weak from his recent sun-stroke, was landed at 
Oallao, and was at once convened to the Metropolitan 
Hotel, where he was in hopes that after proper treat- 
ment from a good physician, and a refreshing night's 
sleep, which he had not enjoyed for two weeks, he would 
be able to prosecute his inquiries for the missing cashier. 
While Henry Judson was on his way to Peru, I had 
been sedulously employed in the procurement of the 
necessary extradition papers, which would authorize me 
to arrest Frank Gurran in Peru, and would enable me 
to bring him to the United States for trial. This I 
found by no means an easy task. At the outset, I was 
met by the State Department at Washington, with the 
declaration that no treaty existed between the United 
States and Peru, which would permit me to arrest a 
fugitive from justice, who had taken refuge in that 
country. This was crushing news indeed, if true, and 
for a time I was sorely nonplussed. Of course, there 
was one way out of the dilemma, which might be re- 
sorted to, as a last effort. Henry Judson might be able 
to cultivate the acquaintance, and win the regard of 
Frank Gurran sufficiently, to enable him to induce the 
fugitive to travel with him into some country with which 
the United States had made a treaty of extradition, but 
this would or might involve a great delay, and the ex- 
penditure of a large amount of money, both of which ) 
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was anxious to avoid if possible. I was iic3 yet ready, 
however, to yield in this matter, for I had a distijict 
recollection of the existence of such a treaty with Pern, 
and I resolved to make further inquiries before taking 
other measures. A visit was paid to the office of the 
Peruvian consul in New York, and that gentleman 
stated emphatically that a treaty of friendship and extra- 
dition was exchanged between the United States and 
Peru, in May, 1874, and unless abrogated, of which fact 
he had received no notification, it was still in fall force 
and operation. Armed with this intelligence, another 
interview was had with the officials of the State Depart- 
ment at Washington. An examination of their recoidi 
soon convinced them of their error, and in a very short 
time they were able to find the identical treaty^ whichi 
a few days ago, they had asserted had no existence. 

This discovery relieved my mind exceedingly, and I 
immediately proceeded to prepare the papers, in aocx>rd- 
ance with the laws of the United States, and the termsex* 
pressed in the treaty. Oonsidcrable time was roqnired in 
which to perfect these papers, as they were quite volumin- 
ous and required several affidavits, and they were then to 
be countersigned by the Governor of the State of niinoiB, 
the officials of the State Department, and the President 
of the United States. They were all at last completed, 
and were forwarded to my son Robert, at Panama^ who, 
in the latter part of March, sent them by steamer tc 
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Ifenry Judson, in Peru, Thus far we had proceeded in 
oiLT search for the fugitive. Henry Judson had arrived 
at Oallao, to which port it was known that Prank Curran 
had sailed. The extradition papers were duly prepared 
and forwarded, and now I awaited impatiently to hear 
some tidings of the detective, who, I felt sure, would 
succeed in reaching his man, if it was possible to do so. 



CHAPTER VI. 



CALLAO is the principal seaport town of Peru on the 
Pacific Ocean, and is only six miles distant from 
Lima, the capital of the republic. It is a well fortified 
town, while its harbor is sheltered by two islands out in 
the channel, and by high walls, which render it a safe 
anchorage for the numerous vessels which daily arrive 
at this port. Lima, the capital, is quite a large, and, in 
some respects, a very handsome city. It is beautifully 
situated at the foot of the granite hills, which rear their 
forms on both banks of the river Rimac, and the two 
paits are connected by a magnificent stone bridge of six 
arches^ and five hundred and thirty feet long. The 
larger portion of the city is on the west side of the river, 
and is enclosed by a brick wall eighteen to twenty feet 
high, which is entered through nine gates, and on the 
top of this wall is a broad alameda or promenade. 
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Nearly the entire western portion of Peru^ including 
Lima^ is now^ and has been for years past, in possession 
of the Chilians, whose soldiers occupy all the principal 
garrisons, and who have established their government in 
the viceroy's palace in the city. The Chilian forces are 
under the command of General Lynch, a native of Ire- 
land, but who obtained a commission from the Ohilian 
government, and is now the commander-in-chief of the 
Chilian army, in Peru. This officer is practically the 
governor of the captured provinces, and all the depart- 
ments of Chilian government are formally established in 
this portion of Peru. 

The city of Lima is a very ancient one, having been 
founded by Pizarro in 1535, and from that time it ha> 
been the capital of Peru, and the governmental seat ol 
the viceroys. The population of the city numbers mofO 
than a quarter of a million, and numerous manufactori^ 
are established here. In the Grand Square or Pl^* 
Mayor — a large quadrangle, each side of which is oV^ 
five hundred feet long — stand the palaces and offices ' 
the government, the archbishop's palace and cathed^ 
the senate house and the town hall — all imposing e< 
fices, while in the center there is a magnificent broi 
fountain, with three large basins, all of which render 
plaza one of the most attractive places in the city io 
stranger. In another portion of the city is Pksf 
Square of Inder^^'^ieuce, in which 9taud the hidl of 
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4X^«.^i«8.35 the jail and the former Palace of the Inqui- 
sitioQ. Although as yet the streets are badly paved^ and 
not kepiD very clean, there are vast improvements being 
made in this direction^ and, taken altogether, Lima is a 
most genial and attractive place for a short sojourn. 
The climate, too, is agreeable in the extreme, never 
varying more than from 73° to 76° in winter, and from 
85° to 87° during the summer. It is, however, subject 
to earthquakes, but none of any importance have oc 
currad since 1746, when many of the houses and public 
buildings were completely destroyed by a violent up- 
heaval of nature. 

Henry Judson, though still suffering from the pros- 
tr<ating effects of his recent illness, remained in Callao 
for several days, inspecting all the hotels, and watching 
all the vessels which left the port, in the endeavor to 
find some trace of the fugitive cashier, Frank Curran. 
He was unsuccessful in gaining any information what- 
ever, until the third day, when learning that the " Santa 
Eosa,'' the vessel on which Frank Curran came from 
Panama to Callao, was about to leave port, he went on 
board and had an interview with several of the officers 
of the ship. Here he was fortunate enough to learn 
from the purser of the vessel, that Frank Curran had 
been in Lima within ten days, and was probably there 
Btill. He had formed the acquaintance of the purser, 
whom he informed that he intended to remain in Lima, 
10 
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some time longer, and after that would probably trafd 
further southward. 

This was important news to tne detectiye, ani that 
evening found him in Lima, oonsiderably improved in 
health, and buoyed up with the hopeful anticipation of 
soon discovering the individual who had occasioned him 
such a long journey, and who was indirectly responai- 
ble for his present debilitated physical condition. 

When he arrived at Lima, the evening was far ad 
vanced, and he went directly to the Hotel de Franoe, 
D' Anglefcen-e, where he was informed that Frank Cur- 
ran was stopping, at the time the purser of the ''Santa 
Ilosa '' had met and conversed with him. Here he found 
a general state of looseness in the management of the 
hotel. No register was kept of the guests of the house, 
and the only attempt at keeping a record was to write 
the names of the new arrivals with chalk, upon a black- 
board in the office, which names were erased on the fol- 
lowing day to make room for those who came after- 
ward. Every one about the hotel, attaches and guests, 
spoke French or Spanish only, and not one could be 
iieard who spoke the English language. Bepresenting 
himself as a Frenchman, and speaking that language 
fluently, my operative found no difficulty in securing 
accommodations, and in mingling in conversation with 
several gentlemen whom he met during the evening 

Owing to the difficulty which had existed between 
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Ohili and the Fnited States^ a short time previously, he 
found that the general sentiment entertained by all 
cla<»es whom he conversed with, and who were for thd^ 
most part Chilians, was one of the utmost contempt and 
dislike for America and her people. A resident of the 
United States was invariably and consistently tree^ted 
with disrespect, and except with the higher pffioiers of 
the government in power, even the Americaa Mioistei! 
was regarded with dislike and indifference. My opera- 
tive was not long in discovering this state of affairs, nor 
was he slow in adapting himself to the circumstancea. 
He was careful not to announce himself as an American, 
and the ease and fluency with which he used the French 
language, would have deceived anyone as to his nation? 
ality. 

In the morning he arose quite early and strolled 
about the city. He found the city under martial la,^ 
and the Chilian soldiery everywhere. They were a flue- 
looking body of men, all well-built, and of more th^ 
average height, and their uniforms, adopted from the 
French army, were handsome and imposing. Later in 
the day he visited the United States Consul, and made 
arrangements for the delivery of any cable telegrams or 
letters that might be directed to him, and strolled 
through all the places of public resort, where be would 
be apt to find Frank Curran, if he was still in the city. 

In the afternoon he again started on his pilgrimage. 



<; 



lie strolled along the collonade on one side of the Grand 
Plaza, and as he was approaching one cf tho largei 
buildings^ he noticed an individual leaning against a 
pillar of tho edifice, busily engaged in the pernaal of a 
Spanish newspaper. As his eyes rested on this yonng 
man, he was confident that this was the person he ^ai 
in search of, and he experienced a thrill of satisfaction 
at the thought. He carelessly and unobtrnsively 
approached the spot, and as he drew nearer, he glanced 
fiirtively at the figure before him. Surely he could not 
be mistaken. He had carefully studied the photograph 
of Frank Gnrran, which he had brought with him, and 
every feature and characteristic of the defaulting cashier 
were indelibly impressed upon his mind. It is true 
that the person before liim was not dressed as the pho- 
tograph represented him, but in all other respects he 
was the exact counterpart of the picture he had /eceiyed. 
He could not tell whether he wore a wig or not, as his 
head was covered with a peculiar looking straw hat, 
which answered fully the description of the artide 
which Frank Gurran was known to have purchased in 
Panama. 

Lounging carelessly about, the detective patiently 
awaited the departure of the suspected individual, who^ 
after reading a ^hort time, folded his paper, and, plao> 
ing it in his pocket, slowly sauntered away. The detec- 
tive followed at a safe distance, as he was exceedingly 
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anxious to ascertain where the yonng man resided, and 
the only way to learn this was to keep him in sight until 
he should enter some hotel or place of abode. The man 
walked slowly along the street, stepping into a cafi by 
the way, where he purchased a cigar, and then con- 
tinued his journey until he reached the " Hotel Maury." 
Here he paused for a moment, and seemed about to 
enter the caf6, when, changing his mind, he entered a 
door at the side of the building, and disappeared. An 
investigation disclosed the fact that the entrance through 
which he had gone, led directly to the guest chambers 
upon the floor above, and Henry Judson felt satisfied 
that whether this was the man he was in search of or 
not, he certainly lodged in the hotel to which he had 
been traced. Entering the oflBce of the hotel, the detec- 
tive accosted the very gentlemanly clerk, and made 
some inquiries with reference to engaging a room. 
Prom what he could learn, it appeared that every one 
about the hotel spoke the Spanish language, and that 
but little French was used. From this he inferred that 
Frank Curran, if the stranger whom he had encount- 
ered was that individual, must be somewhat proficient 
in that language. Henry Judson, after prosecuting his 
inquiries in a deliberate and careless manner, finally 
asked if there were many Englishmen stopping in the 
hotel. He was informed that at present there was only 
one of that nationality in the house, and that he had 
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arrived there but a few days before. Bequescing to be 
ishown 8ome of the apartments of the hotel, he was con- 
dacted up stairs, and several rooms were opened for his 
inspection. As they were entering a suite of apartments 
on the second floor, the clerk, pointing to an adjoining 
room, said carelessly : 

^* The English gentleman occupies the next rooms to 
these.*' 

The detective thereupon decided to secure the refusal 
of these rooms until the next day, in order that he 
might the more firmly convince himself of the identity 
of the suspicions looking stranger, and after arranging 
the matter satisfactorily with the clerk, he took his 
departure, without seeing anything further of the person 
whose resemblance to the so-called Walter Stratton, had 
aroused his interest. 

Two steamers were to leave Oallas that evening, the 
*^ Loutrie,*^ for Panama, and the *' Chili," for Valparaiso, 
and the detective resolved to overhaul these, in order to 
guard against the departure of Frank Gurran. He 
therefore took the train for Callao, but was sorely disap- 
pointed on his arrival to find that both vessels had left 
their docks and were now lying at anchor out in the 
stream. Fearing that he was too late, he made inquiries 
of the bystanders on the pier, and learned that this was 
the general custom, as a great saving of dockage 
expenses was made by this proceeding. Finding thai 
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he desired to reach these Teasels, a boat with two oars- 
men was placed at his service^ and he was soon skimmitig 
over the water, in the direction of the " Loutrie/' with 
whose officers he was acquainted, haying taken passage 
in that vessel from Panama on her last voyage. As he 
drew near to the steamer, he saw a number of boats 
alongside, which had evidently brought visitors and 
passengers from the shore, and when he went on board, 
he found the decks filled with the passengers and their 
friends who were uttering their farewells and good wishes. 
Judson made a careful survey of the ship, and also 
questioned several of the officers, but no trace of FrSrnk 
Ourran, alias Walter Stratton, could be found. 

Leaving the " Loutrie,'* he was rowed away to the 
'^ Chili,'' where he found a similar state of affairs exist- 
ing, and here also he failed to discover the man he was 
in search of ; so he concluded that the yojing man must 
still be in Lima, and was convinced that he was the 
guest of the '^ Hotel Maury,'' whom he had met that 
morning on the Grand Plaza, and whom he had followed 
to that hostelrie. 

As he descended from the side of the vessel and en- 
tered the boat which had brought him from the shore, 
he was a witness to an occurrence which startled him 
with horror, and awakened him to a sense of danger, 
which, until then, had been undreamed of. The sun was 
just declining in the west, and a broad red glare of light 
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illamined the expanse of water around them, whicli 
shimmered and glistened like burnished gold. The Tea- 
sel lay i)eacefully at anchor^ scarcely moving with th€ 
faint rippling waves which washed her sides. In the 
distance lay the city, with its spires reflecting the bnm- 
ing rays of the setting snn^ and npon the other aide 
rolled the shining waters of the ocean. The scene wai 
6ne of qniet but intense beauty^ and as the deteotive 
took his seat in the little boat that was to convey him 
back to the shore, his face lighted up with pleasure ai 
his eyes roved over the brilliant spectacle that was spread 
before him. The strife and discord which reigned 
in the city beyond him, where hostile soldiers retained 
forcible possession of the splendid Peruvian cities, and 
where the invaders had established their goverment, 
driving before them the loyal soldiers and the lawful 
rulers of this once great Bepublic, and even his own 
mission as an officer in search of one who had outraged 
the laws of his own country, who had betrayed his trust- 
ing friends and employers, and who was now a miserble 
fugitive, hunted down and fearful of the consequences of 
his crime, were temporarily forgotten under the inspira- 
tion of the beauty of nature that was unfolded to his 
gaze. As he turned again to look toward the vessel be 
had left, he saw a young man descending from the ship 
and about to enter one of the boats that still lingered by 
its side. This young man the detective had notioed 
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labile he was ou board. He had come to bid farewell to 
his young wife, who was to leave him for a short time, 
and their parting had been affectionate and tearful. 
N^ow the last words had been spoken^ the last kiss had 
been given, and the young man was about to return to 
his home. As the detective watched this young man 
descending from the vessel, he was startled to see him 
miss his footing upon the frail ladder, and fall headlong 
into the sea. Of course, ready hearts and strong arms 
were about him, to rescue him, and the detective was 
prepared to witness, with some amusement, the appear- 
ance of the drenched and dripping figure of the spruce 
and well-dressed gentleman, when he should be hauled 
into his boat by the oarsmen who had brought him to 
the ship. Suddenly a loud, piercing, agonizing shriek 
was borne upon the air, and the boatmen were seen pull- 
ing lustily away from the ship. The man who had fal- 
len was nowhere to be seen, and the detective could only 
catch a momentary glance of a fainting female figure on 
the deck of the ship, as she was borne backward by the 
men who supported her. What could it mean ? he won- 
dered, and turning to the men in his own boat, he asked 
the occasion of this strange excitement. 

One of the oarsmen pointed mechanically to the 
water a short distance behind them, and, to his dismay, 
he noticed that it was dyed a deep criiOBon for a short 
distance. ' • 
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^^ What does it mean P'' he asked again^ iu BurpriM 
and wonderment. 

'^ Sharks!'' answered the boatman^ stolidly, as he 
bent to his oars, and the boat sped rapidly away. 

It was only too true ; the harbor was fnll of theae 
man-eating monsters^ and the thoughtless young hus- 
band had met with a frightful death, before the very 
eyes of his agonized wife, who was powerless to help, 
and yet was compelled to witness his dreadful fate. 

Sad and sorrowful, Henry Judson reached the pier, 
and, leaving the boat, went on his way. 



CHAPTER VII. 



A S Henry Judson walked along the pier, he learned 
*^^ that two other vessels were receiving passengers 
prior to taking their departure, and as they were 
still at their docks, he resolved to pay them a visit. 
One of them was a large passenger boat, named the 
'^Mendoza,'' bound for Valparaiso, and the other was 
about to sail for Hamburg, through the Straits of 
Magellan, by the way of Buenos Ayres and Montevideo. 
He carefully searched both of those ships, but found 
nothing to indicate that Frank Curran had taken pas- 
sage on either of them, and as the hour was growing 
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late, he tamed his steps toward the city. Unconscioiia 
of the strictDess of the military regulations, or of the 
existence of martial law in Gallao, which allowed no one 
to enter the city after six o'clock in the evening, the de- 
tective wandered on, and, before he was aware of it, he 
was surrounded by a guard of soldiers, who commanded 
him to halt. Surprised at this opposition, the detective 
asked for an explanation, and he was then informed 
that he was within the line of pickets, a proceeding con- 
trary to military orders, and that he must consider him* 
self under arrest. 

His feelings at this announcement can better be im- 
agined than described. A stranger in a strange land, 
with no one to whom he could appeal for assistance, and 
speaking the language of the people but very imper« 
fectly, he was in a dilemma, which was far from agree- 
able. If he should be held any length of time, the 
fugitive might leave the city, and he might be unable to 
trace him any further, and, besides, the prospects of 
even a temporary lodgment in a Castilian prison WM 
decidedly repugnant to him under any circumstances. 

He determined to put a bold face upon the matted, 
and requested to be taken at once to the captain of the 
guard, to whom he was prepared to give a full explana- 
tion of his presence within the lines. His request was 
granted, and he was conducted forthwith to the officer 
in command of the outposts, who fortunately happened 



228 FROM THE BAWK 

to be a jolly, good-natured Irishman^ who had enrolled 
himself under the Chilian banner, not from any partica* 
lar affection for the cause they were engaged in, bat be 
cause good fortune and promotion were the more easilj 
attained. To this officer the detective gave a plausible 
story of having gone out to the ^^Loutrie ** to bid some 
friends farewell, and, b( ing entirely ignorant of the rules 
of the city, be remained on board until it was too late. 
He stated that Jie was exceedingly anxious to return to 
Lima that night, as his presence was necessary in the 
morning, to attend to a very important matter of busi- 
ness. He invited the captain to join him in a bottle of 
wine and a cigar, and, in a short time, had so favorably 
impressed the good-natured officer, that he was allowed 
to depart without further question — the captain sending 
a guard of soldiers with him, to see him safely on board 
the train for Lima. The detective congratulated him- 
self upon his good fortune, and, after remunerating the 
guard, he entered the train, and in a short time reached 
the city of Lima, and went directly to the ''Hotel 
Maury," where he spent the remaining time, in the 
effort to obtain another view of the mysterious stranger 
of the morning, and being unsuccessful in this, he re- 
turned to his own hotel, utterly fatigued, and retired to 
bed. 

On the following morning he made his arrangements 
for removing to the '' Hotel Maury," in order to se^ 
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for himself whether the individual he had met en the 
Oolonade^ was really the person he was in searcn of^ and 
if so, that he might be nearer to him, ana thus he the 
better able to closely watch his movements. As he 
stepped up to the desk at the hotel to settle his bill, he 
acquired a knowledge of the methods of hotel-keeping 
that was entirely new to him, and quite in contradiction 
from the manner in which American landlords transact 
their business. A sleepy looking clerk was standing 
listlessly at the desk, occupied in the important task of 
picking his teeth, as he gazed vacantly into space. 

" I would like to settle my bill,** said the detective, 
stepping up to the energetic looking individual 

The clerk bestowed upon him a vacant stare, for a 
few seconds, and then drawled out : 

" What is your name, sir ? " 

" Harry Judson.** 

" Well — ah — well,** answered the clerk, " just let it go 
until some other time, I can't tell what it is just now.'* 

Fancy an American hotel clerk, making such a reply 
to a guest who desired to pay the charges against him. 

Finding that he would have to delay this little finan« 
cial transaction, my operative left the house, and had 
his luggage transported to the ** Hotel Maury,*' where 
he was soon registered as a guest, and assigned to the 
suite of apartments on the second floor, which were im- 
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mediately adjoining that of the ^^ English gentleman,* 
to whom allusions have been previously made. 

My operative had taken the precaution to register 
himself as from Paris, France, and this enabled him at 
once to avoid any of the ill feeling or disrespect which 
was manifested upon all occasions against Americans, 
and placed him upon a friendly footing with the at- 
taches of the hoteL 

The morning passed without the appearance of fha 
Englishman, although the detective had ascertained that 
he was still stopping at the hotel, and occapied tht 
entire time in looking for that important personage. 

When the gong sounded for dinner, he made his way 
into the dining hall, where he was speedily assigned to 
a seat at one of the numerous tables. As he seated 
himself, he was overjoyed, to find that the person for 
whom he had been vainly seeking, was sitting directly 
opposite to him and at the same table. This afforded 
him an excellent opportunity for studying the features 
of the young man, and under as favorable circumstanoea 
as he could desire. From the qniet and nnobtrasive 
scrutiny which he bestowed upon him, the detective no 
longer doubted the identity of the man before him. 
It was certainly Frank Ourran. His hat was off, and 
from the appearance of the young man, there conld be 
no further question about the matter, this man was the 
missing bank cashier, and the fugitive upon whom he 
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iras to exercise his abilities as a detective. At last the 
fugitive and the detective sat face to faee. 

No outward sign betrayed the satisfaction which my 
operative experienced as this conviction of identity was 
forced upon him. The most acute observer would have 
failed to notice the slightest change in his expression^ as 
he calmly and quietly formed his plans of action. As 
for Frank Curran, for the young man was assuredly the 
absconding cashier^ he glanced^ for a moment in a quick 
nervous manner at the sedate looking young man oppo- 
site^ but nothing in what he saw^ gave him cause for 
uneasiness or suspicion^ and he continued his meal as 
complacently as before, after politely acknowledging the 
formal but courteous salute of the detective. 

Half an hour after this, the cable carried, with 
lightning speed, under the turbulent waves and over the 
mountains and valleys to Chicago and New York the 
glorious tidings : 

'* Toby (meaning Curran) is here; send goods (extra- 
dition papers) at once." 

Our long search had been rewarded. The lost wsi 
found, and the arrogant cashier, who warned his employ- 
ers of the uselessness of pursuit, was now within arm's 
length cf the officer of justice, who only awaited the 
reception of his authority, to fulfill the duties of his 
mission. 
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OHAPTBB VIIL 

TTAVINQ now fully located and identified Fraok 
•^-^ Ourran, the detective's next duty was to endeav- 
or to cultivate his acquaintance, and to keep him in view 
until he received the extradition papers, which woald 
entitle him to make the arrest, and authorize him to 
conduct his prisoner back to Chicago, where he woald 
be compelled to answer for his crime. Oreat care and 
delicacy were necessary, in order to prevent the young 
man from becoming suspicious, and making an attempt 
to leave the city, an action which the detective, under 
the present circumstances, would be powerless to pre- 
vent. The distance was too great for frequent letters 
between my headquarters and the scene of his opera- 
tions, and the cable charges were too ezcessiye to be 
largely used, and therefore the operative was to a great 
extent thrown largely upon his own resources, and was 
obliged to act according to his own best judgment. I had 
fully taken this idea into consideration, when I selected 
Ilenry Judson for this task, and I consequently felt 
perfectly assured and confident that his intelligenoe and 
discretion could be implicitly relied upon. 

When Frank Curran arose from the table and left 
the dining room, my operative, who bad also finished 
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repast^ carelessly followed him, but at a distance that 
would not attract attention. When he reached tne cor- 
ridor, he noticed that the young man had lighted a 
cigar, and was about entering the billiard room, a spa- 
cious and well appointed apartment, where most of the 
guests congregated after dining. Following his example 
the detective lighted a weed and strolled carelessly into 
the room, and stood watching a game that was being 
played by two rather expert handlers of the cue. Find- 
ing himself, after a short time, and apparently by acci- 
dent, beside the young banker from Chicago, the detec- 
tive made some passing remark in reference to the game, 
in French, to him. Although this was done simply to 
preserve his character as a Frenchman, he was surprised 
when his companion good naturedly replied to him in 
very passable French also. This was a very fortunate 
circumstance, as almost every one about the hotel con- 
versed in Spanish, and would tend greatly to bring these 
two men more closely together, for the reason that they 
could converse more readily it that language with which 
they were both acquainted, than in Spanish, in which 
neither of them were very proficient. And it also 
tended to further set the mind of the fugitive at rest, 
which might not have been the case, had he been ac- 
costed in English, in a country where English was com- 
paratively little known, and but little used. 

A few words were pleasantly exchanged, when Frank 
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Gnrran invited the detective to join with him in a 
friendly game^ which the latter accepted^ and in a short 
time the two men were engaged in pushing the polished 
and shining spheres over the level green covered table. 
During their play, they indulged in fragmentary conver* 
sation, which the detective adroitly managed to make aa 
pleasant as possible, and when they had concluded their 
game^ an acquaintance that appeared to be mutually 
agreeable had been formed. 

Sitting together in the hall of the hotels the detective 
in response to questions put by his companion, informed 
the young man that he was a native of France, who had 
come to America for rest and recreation, but liking the 
country, he had resolved, if opportunity offered, to re- 
main and establish himself in business. 

'*Have you been in America very long ? ** inquired 
the young man. 

'* About a year and a half," replied the detective ; 
'^ but the greater portion of that time was spent in the 
United States." 

" Have you visited any of the western cities P** 

^'No ; I have not been further west than Buffalo, in 
New York State." 

*' Never have been to Chicago, then ? " inquired the 
bank cashier. 

" No ; I have never visitod that city, although I had 
intended to, several times ; hut somehow the favorable 
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opportnmcy never arrived. Have yon oeen there ? " 
said the detective^ deftly turning his reply iiito a direct 
question to his companion. 

'' Yes ; I was there once^ but I am a Canadian, and my 
travels in the United States were confined principally to 
business matters, although I made many acquaintances its 
the States/' replied the fugitive, without the slightest 
hesitation^ and without the faintest evidence of con- 
fusion. 

''I should like very much to visit that western 
country, but my business detained me in New York, 
and I was unable to gratify my desires in that respect/' 

" When did you leave New York ? " was the next 
question, accompanied by a searching look from the late 
bank cashier. 

" On the 14th of January last," replied the detective, 
meeting the gaze of his examiner, with a look of care- 
less unconcern, ''but I was taken sick in Panama, and 
was confined to my bed for more than a month, which 
seriously interfered with my plans and delayed my 
reaching here.*' 

There was a look of unmistakable relief on the face 
of the fugitive, as the detective made this reply, un- 
truthful as the reader already knows it to be. Henry 
Judson wisely considered, that if he could fix the date of 
his departure prior to that of his companion, the latter 
WDuld at once be assured that he could have no know}- 
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edge of a crime that had not been discoyered for a fort* 
night afterward. This idea was apparently well foanded, 
for the naturally suspicious you jg man before him im- 
mediately displayed by his countenance that he no longer 
had any doubts of the invalid-looking stranger who aat 
beside him. 

After continuing their conversation some little time, 
Frank Curran invited the detective to accompany him 
in a stroll about the city. During their walk^ the de- 
tective learned from his companion that he had sought 
the balmy air of South America on account of his health, 
which, for more than a year, had been perceptibly fail- 
ing, and that he was rejoiced to find that the change had 
been beneficial to him. He proposed remaining in Lima 
for two or three months, and during his stay he was in- 
dustriously studying the Spanish language, in which he 
had already made such progress, that his teacher com- 
mended him highly. After a pleasant promenade, dur- 
ing which they visited the plaza, and listened to the 
excellent music of the military band, and indulged in 
some light refreshment and a cigar, the two young men 
returned to the hotel, and shortly afterward ascenaed to 
their rooms. Curran was agreeably surprised to find 
that his rooms wer^ immediately adjoining those of his 
new acquaintance, and when they parted for the night 
he expressed the hope that their continued companicB* 
ship might be mutually pleasant. 
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On the following mornings the two young men 
breakfasted together, and as Frank Gurran was engaged 
for the forenoon, my operative excused himself upon the 
plea of having some trifling business to transact in tiie 
city. The business which the detective desired to 
attend to, was to pay a visit to the American Minister, 
to present his letters of introduction^ and request the 
aid and assistance of that ofScer, in the matter which he 
now had in hand. 

He did not anticipate any difSculty in obtaining all 
the help he required, and was congratulating himself 
that his labors would soon be over, and his prisoner 
safely in custody. An interview with the diplomatic 
representative of the American Government, however, 
soon disabused his mind of these ideas, for he found that 
it would be no easy matter, in the then disturbed con- 
dition of the country, to arrest his prisoner, and to get 
him safely out of the country. The extradition papers 
which he would receive would be directed to the Peru- 
vian authorities, and would be prepared in accordance 
with the treaty made mt\i that government. The Peru- 
vian government was powerless to act in the matter, 
however willing they might be, as that part of the coun- 
try, including the city of Lima, in which Frank Gurran 
had taken refuge, was now in the possession of the Chil- 
ian forces, who, it may be said, made the pretenae of 
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executing the Peruyian laws whenever it suited (hem to 
do so. 

The seat of the Peruyian Ooyernment was now estab- 
lished at Arequipa^ a large and beautiful city, about 
four hundred and fifty miles from Lima, and which ne- 
cessitated a journey of at least ten days^ in order to reach 
there. If, therefore^ it was necessary for the detective 
to have his papers countersigned by the Peruvian 
authorities to whom they were addressed, the detective 
would be compelled to leave the young fugitive^ Frank 
Gurran, at Lima^ while he made this extended journey, 
and during his absence there was nothing to prevent 
him from leaving the city and journeying whither he 
pleased. Even then, supposing that Frank Gurran 
should remain at Lima during his absence^ the IT. S. 
Minister informed the detective, that it was a doubtful 
question, if the Ghilian commander would recognize the 
authority of the Peruvians, and act in such a manner as 
to preserve the terms of the treaty made between the 
United States and Peru. 

As may be imagined, this mtormation was far from 
consoling to the ambitious detective, who had imagined 
that his duties were nearly finished by the discovery of 
the fugitive cashier, and who now beheld with dismay 
tiiis mountain of diplomatic and international obstacles 
which had suddenly arisen in his path, and which now 
so grimly confronted him. The American Consul could 
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afford him but little encouragement^ and seemed disin- 
clined to give any advice in the matter at all, until the 
extradition papers had been received^ and he had an 
opportunity to peruse them carefully. Somewhat dis- 
appointed^ but by no means discouraged by the results 
of his interview with the consul, Henry Judson returned 
to his hotel to ponder over the possibilities of success, 
aud to perfect some plan, if possible, which would 
enable him to effect the primary and important object 
of his mission. It might be possible, he thought, to 
cultivate the friendship of Frank Curran so thoroughly, 
and to win his confidence so completely, that he would 
be able to induce that young man to accompany him to 
some country where the extradition of a criminal was 
more easily accomplished, and where he would not have 
to contend with hostile governments in order to effect 
his object. This mode of proceeding, even if success- 
fully accomplished, would consume a great deal of time, 
and involve a large amount of expense. He would have 
to move slowly and feel his way carefully, in order to 
gain the friendship and confidence of a man who had 
never made any friends in his life, and who now, more 
than at any other time, would be disinclined to place 
unlimited confidence in any one. My operative resolved, 
therefore, to exhaust all other means and resources, be- 
fore consenting to seriously consider this alternative, 
and with the matter still in abeyance and undecided, he 
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returned to his hotel where he found Frank Outran, 
entirely nnconscions of the nature of his morning's bus- 
iness, awaiting his return with some degree of interest 
and impatience. 

After dinner the young men engaged in a fncndly 
game of billiards, and during its progress, Curnin intro* 
duced the detective to several of the acquaintances he had 
made since his arrival in the city, after which, they all 
strolled out upon the promenades. My operative soon 
found that Gurran was much given to games of hazard 
and chance, and particularly addicted to throwing dice 
for drinks and cigars. They had not gone far when he 
proposed that they should enter one of the cafes where 
he was acquainted, and purchase some lottery tickets, a 
species of gambling amusement very largely patronized 
in Lima by all classes. They all consented to this, and 
each one procured one or more of the diminutive tickets 
which would, eventually, either represent an amount of 
money far in excess of their expenditure, or else would 
be worth but so much waste paper. Before leaving the 
place, Frank Gurran challenged his companions to a dice- 
throwing engagement, which should determine who was 
to purchase cigars for the entire party. All cheerfully 
consenting, they indulged in this expensive pastime for 
more than an hour, after which, they visited the Orand 
Plaza, indulging in several pleasant and cooling bever- 
l^es, w4 then returned to the hotel, Frank Gurran 
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accompanying my operative to his rooms, where they 
spent some time in pleasant conversation and then retired 
for the night. 
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TIT'HEN Henry Judson retired to his room that eren- 
* * ing, his mind was sadly disturbed as to the 
proper course for him to pursue in the important matter 
now placed in his hands. He considered the dilemma in 
which he was placed, in every possible light, and at last 
he determined upon a bold course of action, which would 
at once settle the vexed question, and decide in one way 
or another his future movements. The plan he resolved 
upon was to obtain an audience as early as possible with 
the commander of the Chilian forces now in possession 
of the city. General Lynch, and to lay the matter fully 
and unreservedly before him, and request his assistance in 
effecting the arrest of the fugitive cashier. The United 
States man-of-war " Essex" was now lying in the harbor 
at Callao, and Frank Curran could then be placed undez 
the protection and charge of Captain McCormack, who 
commanded that vessel. If this could be satisfactorily 
arranged, further difficulty would be avoided, and with 
the intention of acting upon this plan in the morning,^ 
the detective retired to rest. 
11 
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On the following morning therefore, after a pleasant 
chat with Frank Oirran^ in which no traces of hii 
donbts or uneasiness were apparent, the young assistant 
cashier proceeded to his studies and the detective wen- 
ded his way to the office of the U. S. Consul. He desired 
to obtain, if possible the co-operation of the United 
States officials, and through their influence secure an 
audience with the Chilian commander. When he arri- 
ved at the Consulate, he found a cable message inform- 
ing him of the fact that the extradition papers were now 
on their way to him, and that he had been delegated as 
the representative of the government, and authorized to 
secure the person of Frank Ourran. Mr. Partridge, the 
U. S. Consul, also informed the detective that he had 
received a notification from the Secretary of State, at 
Washington, to the same effect, and directing him to 
render whatever assistance was in his power towards 
accomplishing the object of the detective's mission, all 
of which he was prepared to do, without compromising 
himself in any way. 

The detective fully explained the plans he haa 
formed for taking Frank Curran, and the Consul 
expressed himself somewhat doubtful of success, but at 
the same time ccnld suggest nothing more acceptable or 
mce liable to success. At the detective's aolioitation 
he penned the following letter to be presented to ibi 
Chilian commander : 
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Legation of the United States in Lima, 
(Mem.) Lima, March 22, 1883. 

ExEHO Senob : 

I have the houor to inform you that the bearer of 
this communication, Mr. Henry Judson, a citizen of the 
United States, has brought to me a dispatch from the 
Hon^ Secretary of State of the United States, dated at 
Washington on the — day of March, 1883, in which the 
Secretary of State declares that at the instance of his 
excellency the Ooyernor of Illinois a warrant of extra- 
dition, dated on the 1st of March has been delivered 
to the said Henry Judson. 

'^ To THE ExEHO Senob, Centra Adhirantb, 

Don Patrico Lynch, 
Oommander-in-chief of the Chilian Forces, etc., 

Lima. 
'STudson, as the agent of the said Governor of Illi- 
nois, for the extradition of Frank Ourran, otherwise 
called Albert Parsons, otherwise called Walter Stratton, 
charged with the crime of larceny, and who is a fugitive 
fi*om the justice of the United States of America, and 
the said dispatch directs me to make application in the 
proper quarter for the extradition of the said Frank 
Curran . . . pursuant to the provisions of the treaty 
between the United States and Peru, of the 12th of Sep- 
tember, 1870. In order that the said fugitive from 
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justice may be brought to the ITnited States for triil 
upon the said charges. 

'' The said Henry Judson further declares to me^ that 
the said Frank Gurran . . . fled from the United 
States, leaving New York on the 20th of January 1883, 
in the steamer 'City of Para/ bound to Colon, in 
Colombia, and he, the said fugitive, thence came to 
Panama, which he left on the 30th day of January, 1883, 
in the steamer ' Santa Rosa/ under the name of Walter 
Stratton, and arrived in Gallao on the 8th or 9th of 
February last ; and that he is now, at this moment, in 
Lima, lodged in the 'Hotel Maury,' under said name 
of Walter Stratton. That the said Henry Judson has 
identified him, the said fugitive, and now wishes to have 
him arrested and delivered up to him, the said Henij 
Judson, as the agent of the governor of Illinois^ in order 
that the said fugitive may be taken by him to tho United 
States for trial. 

'^ And the said Henry Judson states that if the said 
fugitive is arrested and carried or sent under guard to 
Callao, that he will then be received by the commander 
of the U. S. Ship ' Essex,' Commander A. H. McCor- 
mack, and be detained on board of said ship until the 
steamer of the P. S. N. Co. (Pacific Steam Navigation 
Co.) is ready to sail from Callao on the 4th day of April 
or later, bound direct to San Francisco in California. 

''And he has further requested me to apply to the 



TO THE PRISON. 845 

commander- in-«jhief of the Chiliaa forces here, to arrest, 
or give orders for the arrest of the said ir.di vidua! 
fugitive from justice, so that Frank Cur ran . . . on or 
after the Ist day of April 1883, can be then conducted 
under guard to Callao and there be delivered to him the 
said Henry Judson, to be carried on board the said U. 
S. Ship * Essex,' as above-mentioned. 

"And the said Henry Judson, who will present this 
communication, will go with the oflScer who makes the 
arrest under your orders, and will point out and identity 
the said Frank Ourran, otherwise called Walter Stratton, 
and will accompany him, the said fugitive, to Callao, 
and there receive him or cause him to be received by a 
boat from the said ship of war. 

^' I therefore have the honor to request, that your 
excellency will be pleased to give such order of arrest, 
on or after the first day of April, and have it so executed 
as that the warrant of extradition above mentioned, 
signed by the President of the United States, with the 
seal, etc. of the United States, attested by the Secretary 
of State, and which will be exhibited to your excellency 
by the said Henry Judson, may be complied with. 

" And the said Henry Judson, will pay all proper 
expense incurred in arresting, taking to Callao, and de- 
iivering there the said fugitive from justice. 

"In making this request, in pursuance of said order, 
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I beg jour Excellency to accept the assurance of ttl 
esteem with which I have the honor to be 
*^Your excellency's 

*^ Most obedient servant , 

^' James R Pabtbidox, 

" OonrcJ." 

Armed with this letter^ the detective hastened to Ae 
train, and started for Callao, in order to obtain an inte> 
view with Captain McOormack of the " Essex.'' On 
arriving at Oallao, he learned that the commander WM 
ou board the vessel, and he immediately procured a bolt 
and was rowed out to the steamship. The commander 
greeted him very cordially, and after stating the nature 
of his visit, and handing him the letter of the conwilf 
the detective urged upon him the necessity of receiving 
the fugitive on board the " Essex/' provided he could 
obtain the aid of General Lynch in efEecting the arrerti 
The commander, after some consideration, signified Ml 
willingness to receive the prisoner, although he did notew 
his way clear to hold him, in case the yonng man should 
evince a disposition to contest the legality of his amiiti 
He, however, agi'eed to allow him to be taken on boad 
the vessel, where ho would be given ordinary sailor's to 
and quarters, and where he would te guarded by ma* 
rinea, until ^ merchant vessel or steamship could bo piO> 
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cured to convej him to California^ and from thence to 
Chicago. 

Having thus arranged matters as satisfactoiily as was 
possible, under the circumstances, the detective left the 
ship, and on being landed at Callao, returned to Lima 
in time for dinner at the hotel. Frank Curran was 
awaiting him, and they spent the remainder of the day 
together in a friendly manner. The young man strongly 
urged upon the detective the advisability of studying 
Spanish, and offered to obtain for him the services of 
his tutor in order that they might pursue their studies 
together. 

To this proposition the detective readily agreed, and 
it was arranged that in a few days he would commence 
his labors in that direction. The evening passed pleas- 
antly away, although the detective was much concerned 
about the result of his interview with General Lynch on 
the morrow, when he intended to present the letter of 
Mr. Partridge, and solicit the services of the Chilian 
commander in his behalf. However, he succeeded in 
disguising his anxieties and appeared quite jovial and 
friendly^ and, at a late hour, the two separated for the 
night. 
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OHAPTBE X. 

Xjp ABLY on the following morning, or as soon as ha 
-*-' could disengage himself from Prank Ourran^ the 
detective, armed with the letter of the TJ. S. Consul, 
hastened to the Palace, in order to obtain an audience 
with General Lynch, the Chilian commander-in-chief. 
As he reached the Grand Plaza and made his way to- 
ward the palace, he noticed that a number of people 
were congregated about the doorway and corridors, and 
evidently awaiting an opportunity to be admitted to 
the presence of the commander. Realizing the vexa- 
tions and discomforts of a delay which this woald 
occasion him, the detective resolved to try the effect of 
a little palmistry upon the guards and attendants who 
were on duty there, for the purpose of preserving order 
Approaching a sergeant of the guard, he delicatelj 
placed a gold piece in his hand, and modestly inqaired 
how he could obtain admission to the commander ai 
early as possible. With a significant wink and a polite 
bow^ as he pocketed the coin, the sergeant started into 
the building, saying laconically : 

" Follow me, Senor \" 

The detective obeyed the instructions thna giTen, and 
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in a few moments found himself in a small chamber or 
ante-room, in which were seated two or three gentlemen 
busily engaged in writing at their desks, and one rather 
important individual who was standing gaard in the 
doorway. A few whispered words between the sergeant 
and this functionary ensued, and then the two ap- 
proached my operative. Of course he understood that 
he wa? expected to treat this individual in the same 
manner, and without the slightest hesitation he prof- 
fered the golden "open-sesame " which the other gravely 
accepted, and placing it in his pocket, inquired : 
" Your card. Sen or V 

The detective handed to him the required piece of 
pasteboard, and taking it in his hand, he opened the 
large door behind him and disappeared. 

In a few moments he returned, and beckoning to the 
detective, he said : 
" This way, Senor \" 

The detective submitted himself to his guide, and 
entering through the door, he found himself in a large 
and handsomely appointed room, at the further end of 
which sat a fine-looking, soldierly-appearing oflBicer in 
full uniform, and his breast adorned with numerous 
decorations. The detective, following the movements 
of his companion, approached this ofiBcer, and when they 
had arrived within a convenient distance, the attendant, 
with a low bow, addressed the officer before him : 
11* 



'^Toar Excellency^ Senor Judson of tka TTnited 
States !" 

The detective bowed low^ and without speakiogy 
approached the commander-in-chief, and presented the 
letter of Mr. Partridge. 

After perasing the document hnrriedly, the general 
directed the attendant to retire, and motioned the detec- 
tive to a seat, after which he gravely and studiondy 
resumed his reading. 

The heart of the detective was beating fnrionsly 
within him, as he watched the impassive countenance 
of the general. Important results depended upon hii 
decision in this matter, and the question of his ability to 
carry out his mission without diflBiculty or delay, would 
be solved in a few moments. 

After he had finished the reading, the general turned 
to the young detective, and addressed him in excellent 
English. 

'^ I see no objection to the request of the American 
Minister, and I am quite willing to issue such orders M 
will assist you in any respect." 

The feelings of the detective were now those of sat- 
isfaction and confidence, as, with the assistance of this 
powerful officer, no question of failure was to be oonsid- 
crod for a moment. Thanking the general courteously 
but warmly, the detective proceeded to fully explain hii 
position, and the necessity for the request which be 
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had been so bold to make^ the general listening intent- 
ly, and proffering such questions as occurred to him 
during the recital. It is unnecessary to detail at length 
the conyersation that ensued, but it is enough to say 
that it was fully understood that when the extradition 
papers arrived, and the detective was prepared to act in 
the premises, he would receive whatever assistance he 
required from Oeneral Lynch and the officers under his 
command. 

With a light heart the detective left the palace, and 
feeling fully relieved of all care and anxiety in the mat- 
ter, he resolved to cultivate Frank Ourran to the best of 
his ability, and to adopt every means in his power to 
secure the full consummation of the purposes for which 
he was selected. 

Acting upon this determination, the succeeding days 
were devoted to the companionship of Frank Ourran, 
and the two young men became almost inseparable. 
The extradition papers had not yet arrived, and would 
probably not be received for several days, and, in addi- 
tion to this, the American Minister, Mr. Partridge, had 
been recalled by the government at Washington, and 
was to leave Lima on the 1st day of April. For some 
reason, not known to the detective, he had requested 
my operative to take no decided steps toward making 
the arrest until that date, and he had been reluctantly 
compelled to accede to this wish, unless Gurran should 
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attempt to leave the country, or become saspici jus, and 
then lie was to act promptly, in order to secure his 
prisoner. 

Having thus temporarily, and as he believed effectu- 
ally, removed all the obstacles in the path, my operative 
settled himself to the task of amusing and interesting 
his companion. Nor was his task a difficult one ; from 
their first meeting the fugitive cashier had been most 
favorably disposed toward the young Frenchman, whose 
fund of information and anecdote had agreeably whiled 
away many tedious hours. The time must have passed 
very heavily to the self-exiled young man who had sought 
a refuge from pursuit in a strange country, peopled with 
soldiers, and in a state of siege, where he met but few 
with whom he could converse, and none whose interests 
and tastes were congenial with his own. Separated as 
he was from every tie of kindred and association, with a 
heavy crime resting upon his conscience, and believing 
that he was being searched for in all directions by th6 
officers of justice, his thoughts must have been far fro 
consoling, and solitude perfect misery. Hence it 
that he hailed with pleasure and relief the appearance 0' 
my operative, who, representing himself as a forei 
could not be sus])cctcd of a knowledge of his orimei BiD^^md 
who, having left New York before he left the bank, h 
started upon the journey, which had temporarily 
in Lima. It was evident that he had carefully cods%.i/. 
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ered the qnestion of seeking a retreat where he woald be 
safe from capture by the authorities of the United States, 
and had carefully studied the situation of affairs in Pern. 
With part of the country in the possession of a foreign 
power, he had every reason to believe that the invaders 
would not recognize any of the laws which governed the 
country prior to their taking possession, and as he be- 
lieved the United States had no treaty with Chili, and 
had but recently been engaged in a bitter diplomatic 
quarrel with that government, which at one time threat- 
ened to lead to a war between the two countries, he felt 
reasonably safe within the sheltering walls of Lima, now 
in possession of the Chilian soldiery. This fact, how- 
ever, did not prevent him from being suspicious of 
almost every person he met, until he had satisfied him- 
self of their inability to do him injury. Being of a ner- 
vous and excitable disposition, although not given to any 
particular outward demonstration of his feelings, hi« 
mind was wrought up to a degree of unrest and morbid 
anxiety, thtit his lonely residence in this city must have 
become almost intolerable. The detective noticed fre- 
quently during the earlier days of their intercourse, that 
this continuous nervous excitement would betray itself 
very decidedly by quick, jerky movements of the limbs 
when sitting down ; his feet would be moving, and him- 
self apparently unconscious of the fact, as though he waa 
suffering with the ague. His eyes would roam restlessly 
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from one object to another, and his conversation would 
partake of such a rambling character as to show conclu- 
eively that his mind was ill at ease, and that the occur- 
rences around possessed no interest for him, and could 
not divert his thoughts from the ever present and dis- 
tressing reflections, which were a natural outgrowth of 
the crimes he had committed, and the fears that contin- 
ually oppressed him. 

After the acquaintance with Henry Jndson had de- 
veloped into a decided regard for that young man, and 
their intercourse had assumed a friendliness which waa 
unmistakable, this preoccupation seemed to diminish 
materially, and almost entirely disappeared. He became 
quite communicative, of course, in an untruthful way ; 
physical torture could not have wrung from him any 
expression of his real feelings, or any allusion to his past 
misdeeds, so thoroughly secretive was he, and so care- 
fully had he schooled himself to silence upon the forbid- 
den subject, but he seemed to take more interest in 
passing events, and entered more heartily into the social 
pleasantries and numerous forms of amusement that 
offered themselves on e^ery hand, and at all times his 
enjoyment of the company of my operative, and his de- — ^3- 
sire for his companionship was manifested in a remarkable ^^Me 
degree. He sought his society immediately upon arising ^^^-^^ 
in the morning, and far into the night he would ssdiW^JSzJl 
himself of every opportunity which offered, for bringini^ ^g 
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tliem together. They dined together, indulged in their 
various games with mutual zest and interest, and when 
Frank Curran was invited to join with some of the 
young men about the hotel, in any social pastime, he 
invariably insisted that the detective should be made 
one of the party, before yielding his assent. Under this 
new interest and excitement which was infused into his 
life by his detective companion. Prank Curran made 
many new acquaintances among the better class of peo* 
pie in the city, and was admitted as a member of one of 
the exclusive English clubs, the " Phoenix,^' which was 
composed of the best element of the English-speaking 
people in Lima, and altogether seemed to have thrown 
off entirely the incubus of doubt and anxiety, that had 
been oppressing him and bearing him down prior to the 
detective's arrival. 

They went to the theatres in company, and strolled 
on the plazas, and during their walks and while sitting 
at the hotel the detective proved a very entertaining 
companion indeed. He had traveled through England, 
France and Germany, during his earlier years, and his 
accounts of the various localities he had visited, the 
people whom he had met, and the adventures that had 
fallen to his lot, were graphically related and intently 
and enjoyably listened to. Indeed, so thoroughly did 
my operative play his part, that the naturally reserved 
and exclusive young cashier, underwent a total change. 
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aud he became, as far as he was capable, a genial and 

companionable sort of a fellow. 

By slow degrees they began to discuss their plans for 
the future, as it was evident that neither of them could 
remain contentedly and inactive in their present quar- 
ters^ and various suggestions were made looking to the 
forming of a joint interest between the '^o, and engaging 
in some business that would be both congenial and 
profitable. The idea of a joint partnership was first 
mentioned by Frank Ourran, and was very cordially and 
apparently very seriously received by the detective. 
The young cashier's inclinations ran in the direction of 
establishing themselves in Mexico, where he had some 
relatives, and where their knowledge of Spanish would 
be of incalculable benefit to them. The detective gave 
the greatest encouragement to this project, as should any 
misfortune befall his present plans of arresting his pris- 
oner, he might thus be enabled to accompany him into a 
inantry where no diflBiculty would be encountered in 
rrileciing that object, provided, in case of failure here, he 
would be able to prevent Prank Curranfrom learning hif 
real character or the nature of his designs upon him. 

It was while they were thus considering the project 
of u business partnership, and when their relations had 
become so close and friendly, that Frank Curran had 
lost much of that reserve and secretiveness which wast 
[>art of his disposition, that the detective made a disoor- 
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ery which eventually proved to be of considerable 
importance. 

The young fugitive had hitherto been very guarded 
about his letters, and the detective had never been able 
to discover, him either in receiving any communications 
or engaged in reading them in his room. This attracted 
the curiosity of the detective, as Curran had become 
very frank and open in all other matters, and he was 
convinced that the nature of the letters which he received 
was such that they might be compromising to a greater 
or less extent, and might be valuable to those whom he 
had defrauded. How few or how many he received the 
detective did not know, but he was satisfied that he was 
in communication with some one, although they did not 
I'each by the regular channel of the mail delivery, nor 
did he make application for letters at the consul's office 
or at the hotel wliere ordinary letters would most natur- 
ally be addressed. One day, however, while they were 
out walking together, the mystery was solved, to the 
intense satisfaction o^ ray operative. They were passing 
the store of an apothecary, in which they had frequently 
stopped before to purchase cigars and other articles, 
kept by a Peruvian named Bocciano, and with whom 
Frank Curran seemed to be intimately acquainted, and 
he suggested to my operative that they should indulge 
•a a cigar. Nothing loath, the detective followed him 
into the store, and while they were selecting the artick 
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they desirea^ lie noticed the apothecary hand a sealad 
and stamped letter to Frank Curran^ who took it hastily, 
and after a quick, covert glance at his companion, placed 
it in his pocket, bowing his thanks to Bocciano withoat 
speaking. From this circnmstance, the detective was 
convinced that this Peruvian apothecary was the medium 
through which the young fugitive obtained his letters, 
and it was evident that this process had been in operation 
for some time. Henry Judson was now most anxious to 
discover the nature of one of those communications, and 
he resolved to seize the first opportunity which offered 
in order to accomplish his purpose. He was obliged, 
however, to move slowly and cautiously, to affect an utter 
indifference with regard to the private affairs of his com- 
panion, and to ask no questions of him which indicated 
a desire to pry into matters which he evinced no disposi- 
tion to refer to or discuss himself. This opportunity 
soon presented itself, for that evening, on going into the 
room occupied by Ourran, without tiic formality of 
knocking, as had been their mutual custom, ho found it 
unoccupied, the young man having gone out without 
locking his door. The detective cast a searching glance 
around the apartment and his eye lighted upon an open 
portfolio, on which was lying the identical letter which 
he had received that morning. To -eize this letter and 
open it was but the work of a moment, and the discor- 
•ry he made was quite satisfactory. The letter was frun 
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a person by the name of Puccio, who resided at Ghiclayo^ 
a city further north, and informed " Senor Walter 
Stratton/' that he inclosed to him a draft for one thou- 
sand pounds, drawn on the 13th day of January, by the 
First National Bank of Chicago, upon a bank in New 
York, and then indorsed to the banking firm of Dumont 
& Co., in Lima. It appeared from the contents of this 
letter, that Curran was in correspondence with the South 
American family mentioned in a previous chapter, and 
that they had sent the draft in care of their relative 
Puccic, at Chiclayo, who had, in turn, forwarded it to 
him in care of the Peruvian apothecary. A very pecu- 
liar feature of this correspondence was, that throughout 
the entire mode of communication he was addressed 
under his assumed name of Walter Stratton, showing 
conclusively that the parties in Chicago had full knowl- 
edge of his change of name and of his present stopping- 
place, all of which proved that my first suspicions with 
regard to the direction of Frank Currants flight were 
correctly founded, and that he had selected the domain 
of Peru as a refuge, because of his knowledge of the 
unsettled condition of that country, and his belief that 
no extradition treaty was in existence. 

An additional importance attached to this discovery, 
trom the fact, that, by proper action, we might be able 
to save a portion, or perhaps the full amount, of this 
draft for Perry, Barrett & Co.; and five thousand dol- 
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lars was ao mean sum to recover. It was ancerUuned 
pretty conclusiyely that when Prank Gurran left the 
bank, he had not taken, at that time, more than about six 
thousand dollars ; the other sums, aggregating to more 
than forty-five thousand dollars, having been stolon at 
various times during the preceding six months, and the 
entire amount squandered in his disastrous speculations. 
It was reasonably surmised, therefore, that tliis draft for 
one thousand pounds constituted the major portion of 
what remained of the fifty thousand dollars which he 
had taken. The draft itself, to which reference was 
made, and which had evidently been forwarded in the 
letter, was not to be seen, and the detective was of the 
opinion that Curran had taken prompt measures toward 
collecting it. No time was to be lost, therefore^ in his 
efforts to prevent this, provided it had not already been 
done, and as it was too late to visit the bank that even- 
ing, he determined to attend to this at the earliest pos- 
sible moment in the morning. Carefully restoring the 
letter to its place, in order to prevent suspicion, the de- 
tective left the room and returned to his own apartment 
to await the return of the young man. 

Frank Gurran soon entered, and, after a short and 
pleasant conversation, the two young men sauntered ont| 
and wending their way to the opera house, they spent 
the evening in listening to the delightfu? music of Doiii- 
setti. 



TO THE PRlSOir. Ml 

Early on the following morning, tae detective re- 
))aired to the bank of Damont & Oo.^ and requesting to 
see the manager of the institution^ he was ushered into 
a private room. Here he made known his business^ and 
stated the object of his visits when he was informed that 
a gentleman^ representing himself as Walter Stratton, 
had called at the bank the day previous^ and had pre- 
sented the draft for one thousand pounds^ requesting 
that the same be duly honored. To this the bank had 
demurred, for the reason that they had not yet received 
any advice from the American bank, and the second of 
sight had not yet been presented. Believing, however, 
that everything was perfectly correct, they had retained 
the draft, and had advanced the sum of one hundred 
sole on account, the balance to be paid when the proper 
vouchers were received. Overjoyed at this information, 
the detective requested the bank to delay further pay- 
ment until further advised by him, and enjoining them 
particularly to maintain a perfect silence as to his visit ; 
and having adjusted this matter to his entire satisfac- 
tion, he took his leave. 

On visiting the office of the consul, he was rejoiced 
to learn that the extradition papers had arrived, and 
that everything was in readiness to make the arrest. 
Arranging with the consul for his assistance in the mat- 
ter, the detective proceeded to Oallao, and informed 
Capt. McOormack that he would probably need his aid 
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on the following day^ and receiying from that oflBoer the 
assurance of his services^ he returned to Lima ; and ai 
it WHS too late to call upon General Lynch, he postponed 
his visit to the palace until the following mornings and 
spent the remainder of the evening with Frank Ourran, 
who was entirely unsuspicious of the danger that threat- 
ened him so closely. 

The young men had become quite warm friends bj 
this time^ and had repeatedly discussed the idea of form- 
ing a partnership and establishing themflelyes in busi- 
ness in one of the principal towns of Mexico, and thii 
evening was devoted to a further consideration of fheir 
proposed enterprize. 



CHAPTER XI, 



ON the following mornings which was the third day 
of Aprils the detective was up betimes. Having 
resolved to attempt the arrest of Frank Ourran that day, 
there was much to be attended to, in order to have all 
the arrangements satisfactorily made, and to prevent 
any possibility of failure. 

After breakfasting with the young fugitive, my oper- 
ative excused himself, ana repaired at onoe to '.he pal- 
ace, where he was fortunate enough to find his oU 
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friend, the sergeant, on guard. Repeating the perform-i 
ance of his previous visit, he was soon conducted to the 
ante-room of General Lynches office, and, after a trifling 
delay, he was admitted into the presence of the com- 
mander-in-chief. 

General Lynch received the young detective pleas- 
antly, and examined the extradition papers slowly and 
carefully, after which he inquired : 

^^ Is your man still here T' 

The detective replied in the affirmative. 

" Are you perfectly certain as to his identity I'* 
asked the general. 

The detective assured him that he was positive that 
the young man calling himself Walter Stratton, was 
the individual, who, as Frank Curran, had robbed his 
employers, and was now residing at the Hotel Maury ; 
he also gave him the proofs which he had gained since 
his association with him. 

After listening patiently to the recital of the detec- 
tive, the general touched a bell which stood at his side, 
and turning to my operative, said : 

^^I have sent for the commandant of police, and I 
will give orders that your man shall be arrested by a file 
of soldiers, and that he and his baggage will be placed 
on board the U. S. S. ' Essex.' You will only be required 
to point out the man to the officer making the arrest.*' 

^' Will it be necessary to present him before any 
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court or tribunal in order to determine his identity, and 
m\\ I require the services of an attorney ?" asked the 
detective. 

"No, sir," replied General Lynch, ^* the commandant 
will inform himself as to his identity, and if everything 
is satisfactory^ he will be delivered to you on board the 
' Essex/ '' 

The commandant of police now made his appearanoe, 
and General Lynch issued his orders to that officialy 
instructing him to be guided by the directions of the 
detective, as far as possible. The commandant and the 
detective then withdrew, and proceeded to the police 
headquarters where all the arrangements were perfected, 
the arrest being arranged for four o'clock that afternoon, 
that being the hour which Frank Ourran generally 
devoted to his study of the Spanish language, and when 
he would be sure to be in his room. 

The desire of the detective was that the arrest shonld 
be effected quietly and without the presence of a unm- 
ber of men, but the Commandant insisted that a file of 
soldiers were necessary in order to give due dignity to 
I he performance, and the detective was obliged to yield. 

As there wore yet several hours intervening before the 
time designated arrived, my operative returned to the 
hotel, where he found Frank Curran, who was awaiting 
him. They dined together and after smoking a cigar, 
Curran went up to bis room t^nd the detective bagteoed 
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to the Ccdsurs office^ where he despatched a Jiessenger, 
informing Captain McOormack of what had been done, 
and requesting him to send a boat to the pier at Oallao, 
in order to take the prisoner out to the ship. Thij 
being duly attended to, he returned to the hotel, and in 
some trepidation awaited the appearance of the officers. 

As the hour of four approached the detective seated 
himself on the portico of the hotel, in order to see that 
Frank Curran did not leave without his knowledge, and 
also to be on hand immediately on the arrival of the 
commandant and his party, and to arrange with him for 
the proper carrying out of their plans. He did not have 
long to wait, for soon he heard the measured tramp of 
approaching men, and the commandant and his force of 
twelve officers appeared in sight. Fearful that the 
presence of so many men, and the noise and bustle 
which they made, might disturb the young man, and 
cause him to become alarmed and seek to escape, thus 
creating an excitement among the people and probably 
impeding the movements of the officers, he hastened to 
meet them. 

Impressing the commandant with the urgent neces- 
sity of caution in this matter, he induced him to dis- 
perse his men and to have them approach the hotel 
singly. This done, the detective ascended the stairs in 
order to assure himself that Frank Curran was in hi« 
room. He found the voung man intent upon his books, 
13 
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<«nd deeply immersed in his studies, and excusing liim- 
self, he hastily returned to the officers and directed 
them to follow him. Reaching the door of Frank Cur- 
ran's room, the detective directed the men to step lightly, 
and then, with the chief by his side, he opened wide the 
door and strode into the apartment. 

Alarmed at this movement, Frank Gurran looked np 
from his book, and as his eyes lighted upon the officers 
in full uniform, he started from his chair uttering a 
naif articulate cry of distress. 

The detective stepped forward and pointing to the 
surprised and stricken young man, said : 

" Gentlemen, this is the person you are to arrest. ** 

" What does this mean ?" asked Frank Gurran, in 
trembling tones, as he gazed at the men before him. 

^^It means," replied the detective, "that Frank Our- 
ran, alias Walter Stratton, is about to be arrested for 
robbing his employers. Perry, Barrett & Co., of Chi- 
cago." 

The commandant now approached, and informed 
the young man that he must consider himself a prisoner 
by order of General Lynch, commander-in-chief of the 
Chilian Army. 

Only for a moment did Frank Curran eyinoe signs 
of weakness. A paleness overspread bis face, his lips 
quivered nervously, while his glance wandered from face 
to face of the men before him, then with an effort he 
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recovered himself and attempted to appear unconcerned 
and defiant. 

"This is, to say the least/' he said, in a tolerably 
firm voice, " a high-handed outrage ; I am a British sub- 
ject, and will claim the protection of my Government/' 

The commandant, without paying the slightest at- 
tention to this outburst, of which in fact he did not 
understand one word, as the fright and surprise had 
completely driven his Spanish out of his head, and Frank 
Onrran had addressed his remonstrance in very excitable 
English, quietly directed his officers to search the apart • 
ment of the prisoner, and to seize every article belongiig 
to him, for the purpose of making a formal inventory of 
his effects. 

This duty the officers proceeded to perform with 
great alacrity, and it must be confessed that their re- 
spect for the rights of property was exceedingly limited. 
Many articles of Prank Currants property were quietly 
confiscated by these officers of justice, some of whom 
made no scruples of even appropriating his shirts and 
other articles of apparel. The detective was justly in- 
dignant at these proceedings, but he was powerless to 
utter a word of protest or to attempt to interfere. The 
arrest was made as an act of favor by the Chilian author- 
ities, and if he offered any objections to their conduct, 
they might quietly inform him that they understood, 
their business, or what was infinitely worse, they might 
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decline to act in the matter at alL Howerer, ererything 
was gathered together^ and Frank Onrran, escorted by 
the guards, was conducted to the station of the com« 
mandant^ in the palace. As they emerged from the 
hotel, the detective was surprised to find that quite a 
crowd of people had congregated about the building, al 
of them filled with curiosity, and talking and gesticu- 
lating excitedly together. Very trifling events serve 
to create great commotion among this excitable com- 
munity, and the presence of the palace police with the 
commandant at their head, was suflEtcient to fill their 
minds with wonderful ideas of the occurrence of some 
important event. The officers paid no attention to the 
people, however, they probably being quite accustomed 
to such assemblages, and as they were not disposed to 
interfere with the work in hand, they were not deemed 
worthy of notice. 

At the office of the police, Frank Ourran's excite- 
ment increased, and when his trunk was opened disclos- 
ing some photographs of himself, which closely resem- 
bled the one attached to the extradition T>apers« he 
became very nervous, and lost all control of himself. If 
any doubt of his identity existed, or if any proof were 
required to establish this point, the admissions of the 
discomforted young fugitive, would have settled the 
aiatter at once. He fully and freely admitted that ho 
was the person mentioned in the papers, and that he had 
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been assUtant-cashier for Perry, Barrett & Cc, and 
then, realizing what an error he had made, he suddenly 
forgot that he was addressing the commandant in Span- 
ish, and began to speak loudly in English. With vio- 
lent gestures he claimed that the Chilian fi-overnmeiii 
had no right to arrest him, or to attempt to carry out 
the laws of Peru, and that their interference with his 
liberty was an outrage which they would dearly pay for. 

It was amusing to notice the stolid indifference with 
which these outcries were regarded by the Chilian guard 
Understanding not a word of what was being said, they 
gazed upon the young man, as they might upon some 
animal in a museum, and without paying the slightest 
heed to his protestations, they proceeded to perfect their 
arrangements for conducting him away. 

Everything being ready, the party proceeded to the 
railroad station, there to take the train for Callao. On 
their arrival here. Prank Curran made one final effort 
to extricate himself. Finding that the station was 
crowded, and noticing that a large number of English* 
men were aniong the number, he resolved to make onie 
more attempt to escape. In a loud tone of voice, he 
asserted that he was an English subject, about to be 
forcibly kidnapped and illegally placed on board a Uni- 
ted States vessel, and he called to his fellow countrymen 
to come to his assistance. 

The Englishmen attracted by these outcries, began W 
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collect around the party, and the situatio;. was becom- 
ing somewhat critical. The detective therefore tnrnsd 
to the prisoner and in a firm manner addressed joiim : 

^^ Which do you prefer, the cabin of a steamship, or 
one of the dungeons of the palace ? If you don't stop 
this nonsense I will have you conducted back to tho 
palace, and then you can taste the pleasures of a Spanish 
prison/' 

This idea seemed to quiet him, and he made no fur- 
ther attempts to attract attention or to excite sjrmpathy. 
The party boarded the train at six o'clock in the even- 
ing, and in a short time arrived at Callao, where the; 
found the barge of the captain of the port awaiting to 
take them out to the ^ Essex.' It was learned that Oap- 
tain McGormack had quarantined his vessel, owing to 
the reported existence of yellow fever at Lima, and that 
none of the sailors or boats of the ^ Essex' were allowed 
ashore unless upon the most urgent business. This was 
the reason that instead of a boat from the steamship 
being sent for them, they found the barge of the captain 
of the port at the pier, and under their orders. 

Frank Ourran had now completely submitted to the 
hard fate which had overtaken him, and he obeyed the 
orders of the guard, without protest or delay. He real- 
ized too keenly that his vaunted safety was passed, and 
that now his dreams of security were over, and that he 
would be compelled to answer f'^r the crimes he had 
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committecL Bitter reflections now occupied his mindi 
and he sat silent and dejected in the boat as it was 
rowed aci'oss the water. When they arrived at the " Essex*' 
the captain received him, and placed him at one. 
under a guard of marines, whose instructions were to 
keep him a close prisoner until further orders, and the 
young man was led away to his place of confinement. 

The Chilian officers requested a receipt for their 
prisoner, and this being duly furnished by Capt. McOor- 
mack and my detective Henry Judson, they withdrew to 
their barge and returned to Callao, leaving the deteo- . 
tive on board the vessel to examine the trunk and 
papers of the young cashier. My operative was treated 
with great respect and consideration by the officers of 
the *' Essex," and was allowed every privilege on board 
the ship. As the present arrangement was, that Oapt. 
McOormack should hold Frank Curran in his charge 
only until such time as my operative could procuraa 
vessel sailing direct to San Francisco, that officer polite- 
ly informed Mr. Judson, that after leaving the ship, 
owing to the quarantine now existing, he would not be 
permitted on board again until he was ready to remove 
his prisoner, but that he could come out to the vessel at 
any time, and communicate with the officers, who would 
comply with his wishes in every particular. To this 
arrangement the detective could offer no objection, as 
\Lb ^aws of quarantine must necessarily be very striot^ 
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and apply equally to all on board. The captain, how* 
e^er^ assured him that the prisoner would be safelj 
guarded by a detail of marines, who would remain with 
him night and day, and that under no circumstances 
would he be permitted to communicate with any one on 
shore. The detectiye remained on the '* Essex " all of 
the following day, carefully examining the effects of his 
prisoner, but he found nothing of any importance, save 
several letters from the family in Chicago, who bad 
been in constant correspondence with him, and who 
addressed him through Senor Puccio, as Walter Strat- 
ton. After arranging everything to his satisfaction, the 
detectiye, on the morning of the third day, left the ves- 
sel, and proceeded to Lima, where he took such meas- 
ures as would lead to the recovery of the balance of the 
bill of exchange for five thousand pounds, and the plac- 
ing of the money in his possession. After this, he vis- 
ited the palace, and expressed his thanks to General 
Lynch for the assistance rendered him in this important 
matter. 

The only difficulty now, appeared to be the securing 
of a proper vessel to conduct his prisoner to San Fran* 
Cisco, and the detective at once set about the task. A few 
days spent in this direction, convince! him that this 
a delicate and dangerous undertaking. All of the 
sels which made regular passages, refused to receive a 
prisoner on board, or to take an} 5t«ps looking to a con* 
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Tcrsion of their ship into a prison^ and the detective wai 
at last reduced to the necessity of attempting to chartei 
a vessel for the sole purpose of conducting himself and 
his prisoner to the United States. Here again^ he 
found considerable trouble, and several weeks were 
past in the vain endeavor to accomplish his purpose. 
The only vessels obtainable were exorbitant in their 
charges, and not one of them would undertake the voy- 
age for less than two thousand dollars^ and this was 
justly regarded as an extortionate rate of charge. 

During all this time, Frank Gurran was retained a 
prisoner on board the ^^ Essex," and the ship was getting 
ready to sail. Bepairs were being made, and stofea 
taken on board, and Oaptain McGormack was becoming 
most anxious that some decisive measures should bo 

taken in the matter. 

At last it was resolved to request the assistance of 
the XJ. S. Government in our behalf, and after some de- 
lay, it was decided by the Secretary of State, and the 
Secretary of the Kavy, that failing to find any suitable 
mode of conveyance for the detective and the prisoner^ 
from Oallao to the United States, the commander of the 
" Essex," should be instructed to receive them both on 
board and convey them as far as Honolulu, in the course 
of their regular line of duty. The " Essex " was to sail 
for the Sandwich Islands first, and thence, after dispos* 
ing of the piisoner, to China ; and although this would 
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cause a delay of many weeks^ it was resolTcd fco accept 
this proposition rather than incur any risk of losing 
the prisoner by placing him under the charge of irre- 
sponsible vessel owners^ and their foreign and unsympa- 
thetic captains. 

The courtesy of the goyernment having thus removed 
all difficulties and dangers from our path^ and guaran- 
teeing the safe delivery of the prisoner, no further concern 
was felt in the matter. 

On the 10th day of May, the U. S. S. " Essex,*' with 
Henry Judson and his prisoner on board, weighed 
anchor, and steamed out of the harbor of Gallao for 
Honolulu, from which station the detective would be 
enabled, without difficulty, to secure a steamship sailing 
flirect for San Francisco. 

Nothing of any interest occurred during this passage 
The prisoner was allowed such privileges as were com- 
patible with perfect safety, and was treated as leniently 
as was possible under the circumstances. The deteetive 
had succeeded in recovering the balance of the bill of 
exchange, and had received the money from the Peruvian 
banking house, thus repaying Messrs. Perry, Barrett ft 
Co., a large portion of the expense incurred in their sne- 
ccssful effort t> trace their absconding cashier to his 
place of hiding, and effecting his arrest. 

On arriving at Honolulu, on the 8rd day of July, 
the detective experienced no difficulty in obttining pas 
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sage for himself and his prisoner on board the ^* City of 
Sydney/' bound direct for the city of San Francisco, and 
Frank Curran, although quite ill from the effects of bis 
confinement and the rigor of an ocean voyage, was con- 
veyed on board. The voyage was made without delayer 
accident, and on the 9th day of July, Frank Curran was 
landed again in the United States, this time, however, as 
a prisoner, and with a sure prospect of just punishment. 

The detective and his charge were met on their arriv- 
al at San Francisco, by Francis Warner, the then super- 
intendent of my Chicago Agency, ably assisted by Capt. 
John Lees of the San Francisco force, ajid without 
unnecessary delay they were placed on board the Union 
Pacific train bound for Chicago. Traveling swiftly over- 
land, the party reached Chicago on the 15th day of 
July, nearly six months from the time that Frank Cur- 
ran started upon his journey, in the vain effort to hide 
himself from the consequences of his crime. 

But little more remains to be told. Frank Curran 
was placed in confinement in Chicago to await his trial, 
which took place after the delay of a few months. In 
the interval, through the aid and counsel of his attor- 
ney, he attempted by every known legal technicality to 
evade a trial, but at last, after being baffled and defeated 
at every point, Frank Curran was committed to stand 
his trial for the crimes of which he stood charged. 

After a fair and impartial trial, Frank Curran was 
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found gailty of forgery and embezzlemen 
thoosand dollars from Perry^ Barrett & Go* 
ienced to an imprisonment of ten years at 
the state prison at Joliet, where he is n 
Truly his fleeting pleasures were dearly pi 
to-day the once trusted and respected casl 
demned felon — working ont in silence an< 
bitterness of spirit the just penalty of ontn 
The detective had labored faithful! 
Though bafSied and defeated at the oatset 
in my investigations^ and although many ' 
before success crowned my effortSi I conq 
and the transgressor was punished. 
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CHAPTER L 



TT^OR several years, during, «nd after the close of the 
-*- war, the country was infested with nnmerons 
gangs of train and express robbers, whose depredations 
extended far and wide. No line of railroad, no locality 
ceemed to be exempt from their attacks. To-day a train 
would be robbed in California, and to-morrow the jour- 
nals would chronicle a similar event in Maine. The 
situation became alarming and the various companies 
were losers to a large amount, while the lives of their 
agents were in continual jeopardy. 

Nor were these nefarious operations confined to the 
reckless criminals whose lives are spent in crime, but 
trusted employees and men whose reputations had 
hitherto been considered unquestionable, were identified 
with, these efforts to enrich themselves by robbing from 
^therg. 
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The incident I am about to relate was only one i»( • 
great number, in which I took an active part at this time 
On the first day of May, 18 — , about four o'dook 1b 
the morning, a railroad train from the west came thnn- 
dering into the Grand Central Depot to New York City. 
Soon all was bustle and excitement. Eager greetinf[i 
were exchanged and long absent friends were reoeiTcd. 
Railroad officials were running hitber and thither. 
Porters and hackmen were loudly calling, and thenam- 
erous passengers were hurriedly disembarking and seek- 
ing their various destinations. 

The employees of the Express Companies were also 
there, awaiting the reception of whatever freight had 
been consigned to them, and the sleepy eyed driven 
began to grow impatient as no opening of the door of 
the baggage car gave indication of life and aotivilj 
within. At length, becoming impatient, a hurried 
consultation was held, and then one of the men ad- 
vanced to the car, and finding it unfastened, pushed haek 
the large sliding door upon the side and peered cnrionalj 
and anxiously within. To his dismay the oar appeared 
to be unoccupied, and seizing a lantern the man entered 
for the purpose of investigating the seeming mystery. 

As he did so, two open and despoiled safes met hii 
astonished gaze. The messenger in charge of the ear 
was nowhere to be seen, and the car was evidently de< 
0ert9d« flxcept the open s^es potDing in the oar qspoavod 
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to have been disturbed, bnt a bnfEalo robe which the 
messenger used as a coyering. while sleeping, and which 
had been thrown carelessly upon the floor near the stove. 
As he lifted this up he discoyered to his amazement the 
recumbent form of the express messenger Handcuffs 
had been placed upon his wrists and a wooden gag had 
been inserted in his mouthy while his feet were bound 
tightly together with a short cord which had been 
fastened to the stoye. The man was in a most pitiable 
condition, and apparently in a state of unconsciousness ; 
froth was issuing from his lips, his limbs twitched con- 
vulsively as though he was in great pain, and his eyes 
were staring wildly and vacantly. 

Summoning assistance, the messenger was immedi- 
ately taken care of, and a thorough examination was at 
once begun, in order to definitely ascertain the loss that 
had been sustained. The thieves had done their work 
well, and every article of value had been taken. The 
contents of the safes consisted of fifteen thousand dol- 
la ^ in national currency and securities, and other vain* 
ables, amounting to nearly one hundred thousand dol 
lars, and all of this had been secured by the thieves who 
had succeeded in making good their escape. 

The company having these goods in charge was the 
Merchants* Union Express Company, who controlled the 
express business along the line of the road, and who 
had long been sufferers from the attacks of thieves. 
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I was at that time in the city of New York, engaged 
upon an operation of an entirely different character, bat 
upon being notified by the express company of this rob- 
bery, and being requested to undertake the detecti »n of 
the thieves, if possible, I immediately despatched my 
general superintendent G. H. Bangs, to the office of the 
company, to obtain full particulars of the transaction, 
in order that our investigation might be systematioally 
and intelligently commenced. 

By the time Mr. Bangs arrived, John Patnun, the 
messenger, had sufficiently recovered from the effects of 
the assault upon him, to be able to relate his storj* 
And Mr. Bangs at once requested the privilege of inter- 
viewing him alone. John Putnam was a young man 
about thirty years of age. He had been in the emploj 
of the company for several years, and had always been 
found faithful, attentive and honest. His employeilr 
spoke in the warmest terms of the manner in which he 
had previously performed the duties devolving upoL 
him, and appeared to be fully convinced of his ixuio» 
cence of any complicity in the transaction. Upon hU 
entrance into the room which had been selected for the 
interview, his appearance seemed sufficient to wamikl 
the belief that he had suffered severely from the attack 
of the night before, and he sank into a chair as thoug'a 
from utter weakness and prostration. Mr. Bangs kind!j 
requested him to relate the circomatanoes of the robbexj 
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u well as he could, and in faltering tones the messenger 
complied. 

Mr. Patnam detailed the occnrrences as follows : 
After the train had left Alhany, and haying no occasion 
to deliver any packages until reaching Kew York^ he 
spread the buffalo robe upon some boxes in the car, and 
lying down, he was soon asleep. Suddenly, when pas- 
sing Genesee, a small town upon the road near Pough- 
keepsie^ he was rudely awakened, and upon opening his 
eyes, he discovered two men thoroughly disguised, and 
whose faces were concealed by masks, bending over him 
and holding him so tightly as to prevent him from 
gaining his feet. He attempted to give the alarm, but 
a large gag was instantly forced into his mouth, and his 
hands were securely handcuffed. He did not cease to 
struggle, however, and in order to entirely overpower 
him, his feet were tied in the manner in which they 
were found. The thieves then searched his pockets, and 
finding the keys of the safes, proceeded to remove their 
valuable contents, which they placed in a satchel they 
had brought with them for the purpose. 

After accomplishing their object so successfully, the 
thieves placed «i bandage over the eyes of the messenger, 
and then throwing over him the buffalo robe, effectually 
pre^^entcd him from watching any of their future move- 
ments. He was unable to give any description of the 
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men owing to their disguises and masks, nor ooald he 
tell at what point they left the car. 

This information was not very satisfactory, and but 
very little light was thrown upon the mystery by one of 
the principal actors. It became necessary^ therefore, to 
investigate further, and Mr. Bangs requested to bo shown 
the car in which the robbery had taken place, and upon 
repairing to the railroad depot it was pointed oat to 
him. 

Upon examining the door of the car, it waa foniid 
to be an ordinary sliding one, which was, or ought to 
have been, fastened upon the inside by a staple and 
hook, which would prevent any one on the outside from 
obtaining an entrance. A closer examination reveaM 
the fact that the side of the door where this hook WM 
placed had been cut away, apparently by an ordinary 
pocket knife, in order to make an opening snfficienilj 
large to enable the hook to be lifted from the outside. 
This was an important piece of information ; the maa* 
ner in which the entrance had been effected was seem* 
ingly accounted for, and the officers of the oomptDj 
who had accompanied Mr. Bangs, were conyinoed Hbd 
the full explanation of the affair was before them. The 
quick and experienced eye of Mr. Bangs, however, w* 
not to be deceived by tliis, for upon making a minute 
examination of the cuts upon the door, he discoTeiedf 
beyond a doubt that they must have been made by eoflw 
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person upon the inside of the car, and not upon the out- 
<tide. The blade of the knife which had been used for 
this purpose, had several notches in it, and the direction 
in which the cuts were made, fully proved that it was 
utterly impossible for any one upon the outside of the 
car to have produced such results. In order to fully 
convince himself of this theory, Mr. Bangs closed the 
door, and to his intense satisfaction, he discovered that 
the cuts which were made upon the door could not have 
been made while the door was closed, that the door must 
have been open when the whittling was done, and if that 
were the case, why the necessity of cutting the door at 
all? 

He said nothing of this discovery, however, and pro- 
ceeded with the further examination upon the interior ol 
the car. Upon the floor, near the place where the safes 
had stood, he found a piece of curiously twisted brass. 
The material was of an unusually fine quality. The edges 
that had been sawed, were remarkably smooth, and the 
metal itself exoeedingly ductile. It had been fashioned 
into the shape of a hook, and the purpose for which it 
was designed to be used at once became evident. The 
opening cut in the door, under the hook fastening, was 
intended to lead to the belief that this piece of brass had 
been used to raise the fastening, and thus obtain an 
entrance. 

** Gentlemen/' said Mr. Bangs, turning towards the 
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oflGicen of the company and extending this pecnliaily 
shaped little implement, ^Hhis must form oar dae. 
When we discover the owner of this piece of metal, we 
will know the thief/' 

The o£G[cers silently acquiesced in this Tiew of Um 
matter, bnt from a different standpoint ; to them it ap- 
peared self-evident that the thieves mnst have provided 
themselves with this instrument for raising the hook 
upon the car door, and must have cut away the door in 
order to allow of its insertion. 

To Mr. Bangs, however, this discovery presented two 
alternatives. First, that the thieves, after obtaining an 
entrance into the car through the carelessness of the 
messenger in leaving the door unfastened, had robbed 
the safes, and then, in order to account for their sacceeB, 
had whittled the door, or else, and he approached thia 
view of the matter with carefulness and reluctance^ 
Putnam, the messenger, was in collusion with the 
thieves, and had cut away the door in order to avert 
suspicion from himself. 

Mr. Bangs, however, resolved to keep his own coim' 
sel in the matter, until subsequent events should eitlier 
jusitfy or prove erroneous his present theories. He re- 
solved, therefore, to obtain the statements of all the 
employees of the road, who were upon the train upon the 
night of the robbery, in order to ascertain whether any 
one of them had noticed at what place any strangore bad 
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left the train whose actions appeared snspieious. This 
process of investigation was ultimately successfal, and 
finally a brakeman was interviewed, who distinctly re- 
membered, that shortly after the train had entered ITeW 
York City, he noticed two men jump off, apparently 
from the baggage car. The train was running slowly 
through the city, and the men were enabled to do this 
with perfect safety. After leaving the train they ran 
rapidly away, one of them carrying a satchel. The 
brakeman was unable to give any description of the men, 
as their backs were turned towards him, and their hur- 
ried disappearance and his absence of suspicion, ran* 
dered it impossible. 

This was all the information that could be obtaia^d 
at this time, and upon this meagre ground we were 
compelled to build the theory of detection which we 
hoped, would result in success 
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"1^ J'B. BANGS immediately communicated to me the 
'^^-*- result of his preliminary examination. Thus far 
^Jiree points of suspicion had been clearly defined, and 
*iliree grounds upon which to work, had been discovered. 
1. Suspicion of Joiiii Putnam, the messenger, the 
W-liittled door, and the brass hook. 
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2. The tracing and identifying of the seooritiei 
stolen and the arrest of any one offering them for salei. 

3. The discovery of the parties who had left the 
train in the manner as described by the brakeman. 

To carry out the first proposition two things were 
necessary to be done : John Putnam must be oarefnllj 
watched^ and the identity of the brass hook must be 
established. 

A man was therefore detailed with instractioDB to 
keep Mr. Putnam ever in sight, and to report all perwuu 
with whom he might be intimate^ and all of his assooiates 
who might be suspicious. This done, Mr. Bangs Ilnde^ 
took the task of discovering a clue to the peonliirly 
shaped piece of brass. 

This undertaking was fraught with a great deal of 
labor, and much more than was apprehended at th^ 
commencement of the search. An intelligent operatiw 
of a musical turn of mind was entrusted with this in- 
quiry, and under the direction of Mr. Bangs, he vinW 
every manufacturing establishment in the city, where 
brass metal was made, but in every instance was fl^ 
with the utter inability of the parties to identify t'^ 
particular kind of metal as their manufacture. FoiM 
in this attempt, all the various trades using brass mew 
were visited, and at last, after weeks of patient uniwnit" 
ting search, one man was found who gave definite iow"* 
mation concerning it. 
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This man was a maunfacturer of mnsical instrumentB 
and he iustantlj recognized the piece of bniss^ which^ If 
straight^ might be used in fastening the tops of accor- 
deoDS to the balance of the instrument. The tops of 
accordeons are finished with small grooves into which a 
straight thin piece of brass is inserted, and which, passing 
through similar grooves in the instrument, hold the top 
tight. 

Here, then, was a tangible discovery; the little piece of 
brass had been at one time put to some use, and that use 
was fully explained. Obtaining a list of those engaged 
in repairing musical instruments the investigation was 
continued in that direction and every man known to 
that trade was visited, but with no satisfaction. Not 
one of them could give any information whatever with 
reference to the identical piece of brass which formed 
the basis of our inquiry. 

We were about to relinquish this line of inqairy, in 
despair, the ground appeared to have been entirely gone 
over, every avenue of information had been exhausted, 
and yet without success. Mr. Bangs had counted reli- 
ably upon discovering the identity of this troublesome 
but important piece of evidence, and it was with great 
reluctance and many misgivings that he contemplated 
the abandonment of the inquiry. 

Several weeks had now elapsed since the robbery had 
been committed, the operative detailed for that purpose. 
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had kept close watch upon the moyements of John Pntp 
nam, but as yet, no action, had confirmed, in the Bnghi" 
est degree, the suspicion that he was concerned in 
the robbery. He attended to his duties with punctuality 
and energy, his companions consisted only of the em- 
ployees of the company, and altogether he conducted 
himself in such a manner as would ordinarily haye led 
to the belief that he was entirely innocent of any wrong- 
doing or participation in any crime. 

It seemed as though our investigations had been 
commenced from a wrong inception, and that we wonld 
be required to retrace our steps, and adopt other meoe- 
ures before we could hope to unravel the mystery. 

The operative who had been entrusted with the duty 
of discovering, if possible, the identity of the brass liook, 
had made his visit to the last name upon his list, and 
was returning disheartened to the agency, when, aB hfl 
was passing through a small street, in order to shorten 
the distance, his attention was attracted by a little sign 
•winging from the door of a tenement house, which 
conveyed the information that Adolph Bosenstein wa«» 
repairer of musical instruments. 

Hope stirred faintly in his breast, as ho ascended th* 
stairway in search of this gentleman. Ho inquired te 
him on the first floor, but was informed that he ocott' 
pied a room upon the third floor of the buildings •^ 
groping hi» way up the dark stairway, he knocked •^^ 
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.lour on which was another sign of the same import 
the one which had at first attracted his attention. In 
response to his knock, a cracked voice called oat '^come 
in/^ and opening the door the detective found himsetf 
in the presence of Mr. Boscnstein. The apartment 
which he entered was of a very carious description, a 
little low-ceiled chamber, whose walls were lined with 
old and antiquated musical instruments of all kinds, 
from the harmonican to the trombone, violins of rare 
excellence, and musical boxes of costly manufacture. It 
seemed evident that the little Dutch artisan with his 
long gown and flat skull-cap was known to the lovers of 
true music, and that his skill was recognized by musi- 
cians. 

The detective made known his business without any 
unnecessary delay, and presenting the brass hook for the 
inspection of the old man, he inquired if he could infomi 
him of any thing with regard to it. 

The repairer of musical instruments examined the 
article minutely, and as he did so, his eyes lighted ap 
perceptibly. 

"Can you tell me whether you nave repaired 
accordeon lately which required a piece of metal li 
this ?*' inquired the detective. 

*' Yes, yes,'' replied the old man thoughtfully, "two 

weeks ago a lady brought me an aocordeon from which 
18 
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the top was loose^ and I fitted to it a pii 
exactly like this would be^ if this were straig 

The heart of the detcctiye beat hopefnll 
after weary searches and disappointing inqni 
approaching the solution of the mystery. 

" Can you tell me," he asked eagerly, * 
you did the work ?" 

*' No, sir," replied the old man, *'I am a 
not toll, my business is all cash, and I very i 
any names. I am afraid I cannot tell you anj 
it." 

Here was a disappointment scarcely es 
had never occurred to the detective that the 
any diflSculty further than to find the mi 
done the repairing ; the thought was never < 
that being thus far successful, he would be 
disappointment. 

In vain he endeavored to refresh the old i 
he seemed not to remember anything moi 
fact that he had made the needed repairs to 
eon brought to him, that he had received 
the labor, and this was all he could rec< 
detective, having exhausted all his resource 
to leave the room, when the old man, starti 
to his feet, said : 

*' Wait one moment, I think there was 
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• 

this accordeon. It w^as brought hero by a servant-girl^ 
and I am sure she brought a card with her/' 

Hope smiled again upon the detective^ as the old 
man^ going to a drawer^ drew from it a eard^ on which 
a name and address was written. 

" This is the card/' said the old man^ " I remember 
it ez^tly^ now/' 

The detective took the little piece of card-board^ and 
found upon it the name of Mrs. 0. E. Barrett, No. 91 
Waverly Place. 

Here was the evidence of victory within his hands, 
and thanking the old man for his information, the detec* 
tive took his leave and hastened to the Agency. Upon 
the reception of this intelligence, the hopes of Mr. Bangs 
began to revive. The doubts that had oppressed him 
were dispelled by this cheering information, and his 
plan of proceeding was soon formed. 

Another system of patient inquiry had also been in 

progress since the date of the robbery, and this, too, 

liad, until this time, been unproductive of good results. 

From the statement of the brakeman, it appeared that 

two men had been seen to leave the train while it was 

in motion, and shortly after it had entered the limits of 

t;he city. As this occurred at an hour when the laboring 

^nen would naturally be going to their work, it was 

cleemed possible that some one or more persons might 

liave seen the parties and would be able to identify them. 
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Impressed with this belief^ Mr. Bangs determined te 
make the effort to discover if any one of the many men 
and women who were upon their way to labor npon that 
day had noticed any sach persons as had been mentioned 
by the brakeman. 

Starting from the point at which the men were 
alleged to have left the train, foar operatiyes were 
detailed to make minute inquiries of every resident in 
the locality. Failing in their efforts in close proximilj 
to this locality^ the radius of investigation was gradoally 
extended, and the inquiries indefatigably pressed^ and 
at length, after three weeks of unremitting labor, a mar- 
ried lady was found whose husband^ upon returning 
from his labor on the day of the robbery, had mentioned 
the fiict that he had seen two men who excited his sos- 
picion, and whom he had seen jump from the train.. 
Tills man was immediately found, and upon an inter- 
view being had with him, it was learned that he would 
be able to identify the men should he ever see them 
again. lie had met them face to face upon that oooa- 
sion, and their appearance exciting his curiosity, he had J 
watched them attentively until they had disappeared ^ 
around the corner of a street in the vicinity. This dis- — 
covery was made about the same time as the repairing 
of the accordeon was discovered, and formed two import- 
ant links in the chain of circumstantial evidence 
was being slowly but surely forged. 
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It will thus be seen that patient, persistent efforts in 
the detection of crime, as well as in all other pursuits of 
life, must eventually be crowned with some degree of 
success, and that, although the incipiency of this case 
was clouded and obscured, we had already, by this sys- 
tem of inquiry, been enabled to define a course of 
action which would lead to the intelligent forming of 
plans^ and to a certainty of result. 



CHAPTER IIL 



A NOTHER important matter in connecuion with 
"^^ this case had not been lost sight of : a list of the 
securities which had been stolen was secured, and a cir- 
cular containing full particulars of their nature, denom- 
ination and number had been issued to every banking 
firm in the United States, in the Canadas, and most of 
the principal houses of Europe were furnished with a 
copy of this circular, which also contained a request 
that any person presenting such bonds or securities 
should either be arrested or closely watched, and my 
agency notified of the fact at once. 

In order to fully develope the theory of the brasa 
hook and its connection with the accordeon of Mrs. G. 
E. Barrett, a female operator, bright, shrewd, lady-lik© 
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and good looking^ was entrusted with the ask o( 
obtiiiniDg board at the house in which Mrs. Barrett 
resided^ and ingratiating herself into the friendly 
regards of the lady^ and thus perhaps be enabled to 
acquire valuable information with regard to the matter 
in hand. 

I had in mj employ at this time a young widow lady, 
Mrs. Kate Brclsford, who had^ on more than one ooea- 
sion previouffly, been identified with operations that 
required considerable tact and shrewdness^ and who thus 
far had been remarkably successful in all that she had 
undertaken. I therefore selected her for this particular 
operation, and instructed her fully ds to the nature of 
her duties. 

The house at which Mrs. Barrett resided was a large 
four-story building with brown stone fronts situated in 
au excellent locality, and the character of the house was 
beyond question. The proprietress was a *ady of emi- - 
nent respectability^ and the inmates were gentlemen ^ 
and ladies who were engaged in the large mercantile ^ 
houses on Broadway. 

Assuming the character of a teacher of the Frenoh^::' 
language, in which she was quite proficient^ Mrs. Brels-^si 
ford applied at the house in question^ and there being m 
vacant room at her disposal, and her references beio: .^d 
considered fully satisfactory, the little detective 
became domiciled beneath the roof which sheltered 



i 
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Barrett. By a stroke of fortune It happened that the 
room assigned to Mrs. Brolsford was immediately ad- 
joining that of Mrs. Barrett^ and it naturally followed 
that their acquaintance began almost upon the entranca 
of the former lady. 

Mrs. Barrett was a tall, beautiful woman^ of about 
thirty years of age, her coal black hair waving backward 
from a low, white forehead, beneath which gleamed two 
wonderfully beautiful black eyes. Her nose and chin 
were almost faultless, while her mouth, aside from a 
slight sensual fullness, was the chief charm of her coun- 
tenance. Her husband, she informed Mrs. Brelsford^ 
was a traveling salesman for a prominent mercantile 
firm in the city, and was frequently required to be 
absent from home on business, that he was now away, and 
would not return for some weeks. 

As the days passed on, the intimacy of these two 
ladies ripened into seeming friendship, and they became 
almost inseparable companions. During the pleasant 
afternoons, they indulged in frequent promenades to- 
gether, or joined in that delightful and mind-absorbing 
occupation to a lady, shopping. 

Mrs. Brelsford had made several unsuccessful efforts 
to obtain the locality in which the husband of Mrs. 
Barrett was at present engaged, but that lady always 
evaded the question, and immediately turned the con- 
versation to other and different topics. The attempt 
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was then made to obtain a glimpue of a post-offioe 
address of the letters received by Mrs. Barrett^ but thus 
far without snccess. Mrs. Barrett invariably received 
her letters herself^ and read them in private, a proceed- 
ing which afforded no opportunity f or a discoveiy of any 
information that would be of value. 

One day, as the two ladies were sitting in the room 
occupied by Mrs. Barrett, the conversation was dexter- 
ously directed to the subject of music, and Mrs. Brebh 
ford seating herself at the piano, played several airs with 
a skill and touch that surprised her companion. Mn. 
Barrett informed Mrs. Brelsford that her husband wai 
an excellent performer upon the piano, and that he alaa 
played upon the accordeon admirably. This was an 
opportune moment, and Mrs. Brelsford improved iL 
She expressed herself as being very fond of the accordeon 
but that she had never had the opportunity of practic- 
ing upon it owing to the fact of her time being 00 
much occupied with other matters. 

'^My husband has a very fine instrument,'' said Mrs. 
Barrett, ^'and if you would like to try your skill upon 
it, 1 would be pleased to loan it to you." 

*' You are very kind indeed, Mrs. Barrett,** replied 
her companion, " I should very much desire to leant to 
pky, and if not intruding upon your kindness I willavafl 
myself of your offer." 

Mrs. Barrett arose and went to a closet in the lOOBif 
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^ncl while she was thus engaged a knock was heard at 
the door. 

^^I will see who it is/^ said Mrs. Brelsford going to 
the door and opening it. 

The visitor proved to be the chambermaid, who hold 
in her hand a letter addressed to Mrs. Barrett, and aa 
Mrs. Brelsford received it from her she noticed the for- 
eign stamp upon it and with quick eyes she saw that the 
post-mark was Toronto^ Canada. Without giving any 
indication of her discovery, she handed the letter to Mrs. 
Barrett, who came hurriedly from the closet, and, hastily 
taking it from her companion, placed it in her pocket 
without breaking the seal. The lady appeared to be 
greatly confused, and she darted a quick anxious glance 
at her companion, who however, remained as calm and 
impassive as though entirely unaware of the scrutiny 
she was being subjected to. 

The accordeou was finally produced, and Mrs. Brels- 
ford, after attempting to evolve a tune from the instru- 
ment without any marked success, suggested to her 
friend that she would probably be anxious to peruse hei 
letter, and as she would no doubt prefer to be alone, 
requested the loan of the instrument which she would 
practice upon in her own room. The request was cor- 
dially granted, and Mrs. Brelsford with the accordeon 
in her arms, retired, leaving her companion to enjoy bet 
tetter alone. 
J8* 
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iCcaching her own chamber^ Mrs. Brehford, haTisg 
I>ccn prcvionsly instracted, lost no time in withdrawing 
the brass slide from its position^ and saw to her intcnie 
suti ^faction that the metal nsed was new and bright, and 
bliat it corresponded exactly in size to the piece found 
\n the baggage car upon the morning of the robbery, a 
facsimile of which she had been preyionsly provided 
with. 

Hastily donning her bonnet and shawl, Mrs. Brels- 
ford came at once to the agency, and reported the info^ 
mation she had thus far acquired. The identity of the 
little piece of brass was now fally established, and the 
wlicrcabouts of Mr. Barrett were thns definitely known, 
and Mrs. Brelsford was directed to again return to 
Wavcrly Place, and continue her duty as companion and 
friend of the wife of the suspected man. Upon her 
arrival at her boarding-house^ Mrs. Brelsford was doomed 
to a severe disappointment, as unexpected as it was 
aggravating. After removing her outer clothing, she 
knocked at the door of Mrs. Barrett's room, and impa- 
tiently awaited a response. No sound came from withiii» 
and thinking that the lady was indulging in an aft6^ 
dinner nap^ she retired to await her awakening. 

She busied herself with various little duties for an 
hour^ and then, hearing no sound within the adjoining 
room, she went again to the door and knocked lond^* 
Again no response, and thinking to sorprise the lady il 
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her Slumber, she attempted noiselessly to open the door. 
To her dismay the door was locked — a circamstance that 
had never occurred before during the day, and for which 
she was at a loss to account. She hastened down stairs, 
to make inquiries of the landlady, and there she was 
Informed that Mrs. Barrett had hastily packed her trunk 
and departed, saying that her husband had sent for her, 
and that she would probably be absent several weeks. 
She had also left a little note for Mrs. Brelsford, regretr 
ting the suddenness of her departure, and her consequent 
inability to say farewell to her companion. 

No information was given of her place of destination, 
and the fact only remained that the lady was gone. It 
was not long before I was made acquainted with this 
proceeding upon the part of Mrs. Barrett, and I had no 
doubt that the post-mark upon the letter fully indicated 
the direction she had taken in her journey. Mrs. Brels- 
ford still retained possession of the accordeon, and she 
was directed to remain a few days longer in the house, 
and then to settle her bill and remove her effects, bring* 
ing with her the accordeon, which might be of servioe 
to the agency. 

I immediately dispatched Mr. Bangs and a cmaty 
operative to Toronto, in the hope that Barrett would be 
discovered, and if so, that plans should bo perfected to 
cultivate his acquaintance. Shortly after his departure, 
I received a telegram from the chief of police of Hamil- 
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ton, 0. W., notifying me that a person^ whose iiame wal 
given as James Martin, had been arrested while attempt- 
ing to dispose of a number of bonds, which were identi- 
fied as among those stolen from the express company ; 
of which fact I had previously notified them. This wm 
good news indeed, and I had every reason to believe that 
we were now upon the track of the robbers. I therefore 
directed Mr. Bangs by telegraph to stop off at Hamil- 
ton, in order to acquire full particulars. Upon reaching 
Hamilton, Mr. Bangs repaired directly to the broker's 
office, where the detection had taken place, and from 
the gentleman in charge, obtained full particulars of the 
occurrence. 

From this gentleman it was learned, that at aboot 
ten o'clock, a gentleman had presented himself at the 
counter and had offered for sale a number of bonds^ 
amounting to about four thousand dollars, for sale. 

Upon comparing the numbers of these bonds with 
the list furnished by me, they were found to correspofli 
exactly. The young man who was attending to tliu 
gentleman, being unaccustomed to such transactionSy 
acted in a manner that excited the suspicions of the man 
before him. The clerk then called one of the principJi 
and together they compared the bonds with the list, and 
then handing them back to the man, requested him to 
call again in the afternoon. The man upon receiving 
tlie bonds, immediately left the broker's office, and was 
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ollowed by one of the clerks^ who was directed to keep 
lim in sights and notify an officer where he went, ana 
nstantly to make the arrest. 

The man walked rapidly away, and the clerk followed 
•8 fast as he was able to, when, meeting a policeman^ he 
lotified him of what had taken place. The office^ im* 
nediately gave chase, and the man finding himself pur- 
ned^ started to run, and reaching a narrow alley-way, 
le darted in and fled as if for his life. The officer fol- 
owed quickly, and as he did so, he noticed the man snd- 
lenly dart from the door of a stable fronting on the 
Jley ; increasing his pace, he soon overtook the man, 
.nd demanded his surrender. The man, who gave his 
lame as James Martin, at once gave himself up, and 
iras conducted to the police station, where a search was 
nade of his pei*son. To the astonishment of the officers 
lone of the stolen bonds were found upon him, and it 
eemed evident that he had disposed of them while be- 
ng pursued. He had, however, been kept in full view 
mtil entering the alley, and it must have been there, if 
t all, that he had dispossessed himself of these dama- 
;ing witnesses against him. A search was immediately 
Qstituted, the alley-way and barn from which he had 
merged were carefully examined, but no trace of the 
aissing securities could be discovered. The men had, 
herefore, been given a hearing, and upon the evidence 
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of the broker and his clerk, had been remanded t » pnffOB 
to await the action of the authorities. . 

This was the state of affairs upon the arriyal of Mr. 
Bangs^ and after hearing these particulars from the bro- 
ker^ he visited the station house, and requested an inte^ 
view with the officer in charge. This official corrobon- 
ted the story originally related, and seemed utterly at i 
loss to account for the sudden and mysterious di8appea^ 
ance of the bonds, which but a few minutes before the 
prisoner had attempted to negotiate. 

After listening to those recitals, Mr. Bangs was con- 
yineed that Martin had concealed these securities in the 
barn from wliich he had been seen emerging by the offi- 
cers who were pursuing him, and he resolved to makes 
thorough search of the interior of that building. Taking 
with him the operative who had accompanied him from 
New York, they repaired to the locality designated, and 
entered the barn. The interior bore every indication A 
having been subjected to a thorough investigatioDi and 
every thing was in confusion, but undismayed by the 
non-success of those who had preceded him, Mr. fianp 
determined to exhaust his ingenuity in the search, feel- 
ing confident that in the end he would be sncceee&l* 
Under his direction my operative set to work, and aft* 
an hour's labor, the missing bonds were found roOed 
tightly together, and wedged undei a plank in the Jmc 
ing near the manger, in one of the stalLk 



A CLEVER EXPRESS ROBBERY, 308 

Taking the roll from the hands of the man, Mn 
i^aiigs opened the bundle^ and to his intense gratifica- 
tion^ found that they corresponded exactly with those 
that had been stolen. He placed the bonds in his 
pockety and returned to the police station, where he 
announced the successful result of his visit to the stable. 

Having succeeded in unearthing the hidden securi- 
ties, Mr. Bangs obtained an interview with James Mar- 
tin, the man who had been arrested for attempting to 
pass them. The prisoner was a young man, apparently 
about thirty years old, of a quiet, reserved manner, and 
of gentlemanly appearance. He seemed to be not the 
least excited over the fact of his arrest, and expressed 
his confidence of explaining satisfactorily the manner in 
which the bonds came into his possession. He did not 
at all conform to the description given of the thieves, 
either by John Putuam the messenger, or by the laborer 
who had seen the men jump from the train, and this 
fact was a severe disappointment to us. He gave his 
statement in a frank, straight-forward manner, that 
would have at once disarmed the suspicion of others 
less accustomed to deal with criminals than Mr. Bangs. 
He stated that he was a traveling salesman from a prom- 
inent mercantile house in New York city, and that he 
had been in Toronto several days on business ; that at 
the hotel he had met two gentlemen with whom he 
became intimately acquainted, and in whose ooiupany 
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his evenings had been very pleasantly ppcnt. That on 
the evening previous to his arrest^ one of the gontlemen 
received a telegram requesting his presence in New 
York^ and, being short of money, he had requested lCa^ 
tin to purchase the bonds of him at a liberal discounti 
which he did, and further than this, he was entirely 
ignorant of any wrongdoing, and had no knowledge ut 
the bonds being stolen. 

He gave the name of Dr. Bamsey, a prominent phyii- 
cian in Williamsburg, N. Y., as being well acquainted 
with him^ who had known him for a number of yean^ 
and who would freely testify to his good character and 
excellent reputation. 

His story, although apparently truthful, oocanomd 
giave doubts in the mind of Mr. Bangs, and he resolved 
to put his statements to the test. Dr. Bamscry wai 
immediately telegraphed to, and a request was made 
that he would furnish such information in regard to tho 
young man as he possessed. In due time the reply wii 
received, and the Doctor, whose reputation as a physi- 
cian and a gentleman, were unquestionable, fully sob- 
stantiated the claims which Martin had made to lespeo- 
tability, so far as the knowledge of the Dc2tor wasooi* 
cerned. 

While awaiting the reply of Dr. Bamsey, howeWi 
till incident occurred which excited the suspicion of lb* 
Ikmgs, and induced him to send for the laboring nun 
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from New York, in order to ascertain if he could iden- 
tify Martin. On the second morning after the arrest 
had been made, an attorney of considerable prominence 
and extensive practice, came over from Toronto, and 
announcing himself as the counsel for the priRoner, 
requested permission to visit him in his cell. 

This was a proceeding that at once led Mr. Bangs to 
the conclusion that others were interested in the welfare 
of the prisoner than himself. Martin had made no 
request for counsel, nor had the opportunity been offered 
him for that purpose, and the fact that this attorney, 
without such request, should have appeared in his 
defense, was deemed of sufficient importance to cause 
the lawyer to be made the subject of espionage. 

After transacting his business, the attorney left the 
station and proceeded to the railroad depot, closely fol- 
lowed by my operative, who was to watch his movements 
and report fully whatever transpired. The attorney had 
scarcely left the city when the New York laborer arrived, 
and on being conducted to the station house, all the 
prisoners were taken from their cells and arranged in 
line along the corridor. This is in accordance with & 
system of identification adopted by me and religiously 
adhered to. The identity is thus more conclusively 
established, and the memory of an individual is much 
more to be relied upon, than if only the suspected per- 
iOH was shown him, for the purpose of testing his recol- 
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lection of faces. As the man passed along the line and 
scrutinized the countenances of the prisoners before 
him^ Mr. Bangs anxiously awaited the result. The 
man^ however^ failed to recognize any one of the pris- 
oners as one of those he had seen upon the morning of 
the robbery, and Mr. Bangs became convinced that 
Martin was simply acting for the others, whoeyer they 
were, in their efforts to dispose of their booty. 

Mr. Bangs did not despair of success, however, and 
notwithstanding his previous disappointments, he oonfl- 
dently relied upon receiving important information from 
Toronto. 

John Putnam, meanwhile, had been kept imder 
strict surveillance, and although no action of his gif0 
evidence of criminality or an attempt to commnnicita 
with any parties in the Ganadas, it was found that latelji 
during the days when he was not on duty, he would fre- 
quent a drinking-saloon in ^ew York city, which wii 
the resort of a number of men who had long been olgaoti 
of suspicion to the police. 

Thus far, all attempts to connect him with the lob* 
bery had failed, but still our watch upon him wai not 
relaxed, nor had our confidence in his oonneotioa witk 
the affair been disturbed :'n the leait. 
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OHAPTBE IV. 

'X^HB operation upon which I had been personally 
-■- engaged, and which had occupied my almost undi 
vided attention for a long time, now required my pres- 
ence in Canada, and I telegraphed to Mr. Bangs to meet 
me in Toronto. 

The city of Toronto is one of the most flourishing 
cities in British America, and being the Capital City of 
Canada West, is naturally the resort of the most promi- 
nent men of the Dominion. The city is situated on a 
beautiful circular bay on the northwestern shore of 
Lake Ontario, which is entered by a narrow passage of 
water, and separated from the lake by a long low penin- 
sula called Gibraltar Point, \rhich thus forms a safe and 
well sheltered harbor for the many vessels which carry 
the commerce of the port. The city rises gently from 
the shores of the bay, and the numerous public buildings 
stand boldly forth, affording a view from the water which 
is both interesting and picturesque. 

It was on a beautiful day in the latter part of Jane 
when I arrived, and I proceeded directly to the ** Queen's 
Hotel," located on Front street. The '* Queen's'' was a 
famous public house in those days, and still retains the 
I popularity so well earned for it^ and now, as then, is tbe 
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resort of the better class of tourists, mercantile men and 
politicians. On more than one occasion previous to 
this, I had paid a visit to Toronto, and making my head- 
quarters at the " Queen's/' I had always received eveiy 
attention from the genial proprietor, Mr. Dick, now de- 
ceased, and whose chief aim seemed to be to secnre the 
comfort of his guests. Since the death of Mr. Dick, the 
excellent reputation of the hotel has suffered no dimina- 
tion under the able and courteous administration of 
Mr. McGaw, who at the time of which I write, was 
engaged as chief clerk, and who has succeeded his es- 
teemed employer in the management of this first olafl 
caravansary. 

On reaching the hotel, I found that Mr. Bangs hid 
already arrived, and was awaiting my coming, and I vy 
soon fully informed of what had transpired since Mr. 
Bangs had left New York. 

While we were conversing, a knock was heard at the 
door, and upon its being opened by Mr. Bangs, the new 
comer was found to be my operative, Joseph Adams, who 
had been delegated to accompany the attorney who 
had appeared for James Martin^ upon his return from 
Hamilton. 

He reported, that, taking up a position opponte to 
the oflBce occupied by the attorney, on Ohnrch streety bo 
had carefully noted every person who had entered the 
oflBce since the return of the attorney. After awaitinf 
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a considerable length of time, during which the gentle- 
man received numerous callers, his attention was at- 
tracted by the appearance of two individuals who were 
unmistakably Americans. One of them appeared to be 
about fifty years of age, with white hair and beard, 
while the other was a younger man apparently about 
thirty-five, fine looking with dark hair and moustache. 
Both of these gentlemen were well dressed, and seemed 
to have no fixed business. After leaving the office of 
the attorney tliey were followed by Adams to the Rosin 
Hotel, where, upon inquiry, they wore found to be regis- 
tered as Edward Stewart and Charles Burnet, and it 
was also ascertained that they had been there for more 
than four weeks. 

From the description given of these men, 1 entertained 
no doubt that the younger one was none other than Mr. 
Charles Barrett, an acquaintance with whose wife liad 
been cultivated by Mrs. Brelsford, and as the New York 
laborer was still at Hamilton, I determined to ascertain 
whether he was not one of the men who had jumped 
from the train on the morning of the robbery. 

The laboring man, John Burns by name, was accord- 
ingly telegraphed for, and Adams was directed to return 
to the Rosin Hotel, and keep track of the men until our 
arrival, and, in the meantime, to make such inquiries 
concerning them, as would, without exciting suspicion, 
^ve us full information regarding their present position 
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in Toronto, and the ostensible reason for their being n 
long domiciled in the city. 

It was soon ascertained that they were negotiatiDg 
for the purchase of a noted saloon and gambling honsOi 
called the " Turf Club," which was the principal resort 
of the elite of the sporting fraternity of the city. The 
building was a three story structure, and especially 
ndapted for the purposes to which it was devoted. The 
first floor was occupied as a restaurant, dining room, 
drinking saloon and reading room. Upon this floori 
which was furnished in a style of magnificence and 
luxury uncommon in those days, no indication was given 
of the nature of the business transacted aboye. An 
unsuspicious stranger entering the restaurant, and order- 
ing a repast, which would be served in an excellent 
manner, loitering in the drinking saloon, where the 
choicest liquors were at his disposal, or passing into 
the reading room, where files of all the leading papers 
of the country were provided, and noticing the air of 
quiet elegance and tasteful ornamentation, which wtf 
everywhere apparent, would have no idea of the scene 
that would be presented to his view if he ascended to 
the upper floor. 

The second story of the building was used entirely 
as gambling and supper rooms, and here the goigeoat* 
ness of the furniture and upholstery were wondcrfol 
Elegaot carpets covered the floors, the ceilings wew 
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beautifully frescoed^ magnificent mirrors and costl} 
paintings graced the walls. Easy chairs and lounges, 
that seemed to invite repose, were profusely distributed 
about the rooms, while the light from numberless gas 
jp*;s, with their tinted globes, threw a soft radiance over 
the scene, that gave an added charm to the beauty and 
luxury so lavishly displayed. Here, too, in strange con- 
trast to their magnificent surroundings, were arranged 
every known device for entrapping the unwary, and 
exciting the cupidity of mankind. Faro tables, the 
rouge et noir, roulette, card-tables, all of costly manu- 
facture, and from the beauty of their design and finish, 
giving no sign of the dangerous uses to which they were 
subjected, were arranged about the luxurious chambers. 
The upper floor was occupied by the family of the 
proprietor, and was also furnished in a handsome, com- 
fortable and inviting manner. What a strange anomaly I 
Here in the abode of sin, where men were wagering their 
substances, where crime and criminals were intimate 
associates, where many an episode of ruin, disgrace, and 
murder, perhaps, were enacted, where angry voices wer* 
raised in fierce dispute, and where loud curses could fre- 
quently be heard, the lisping voice of childhood, the 
beaming eyes of innocence, the holy smile of mother- 
hood could also be seen and heard. A home built upon 
the ruin of many men, and many homes was established, 
literally, a paradise built upon the walls of hell. In con- 
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nection with the estahlishment was a well-appi^mted 
stable, in which a large stud of fast horses were kept, 
and where every arrangement that taste and money could 
devise was observable. 

I had visited this place before, and was perfectly 
acquainted with its character. I had gone there once in 
search of a young man of wealthy pai*entage, in Neir 
York city. An only son, he had been the idol of hii 
father and mother, who had lavished upon him the whole 
store of their affections. His slightest wish had been 
gratified, his every want supplied. Highly edacated, 
and with a handsome face, as he grew to manhood'i 
estate he became the center of an admiring circle of 
friends, and life's flowers seemed to be blooming brightlj 
and sweetly around his pathway. In an evil hoar, how 
ever, he contracted the acquaintance of a coterie of irild, 
reckless young men of his own age, and his disposition, 
having known no restraint in his younger days, wtt 
soon affected by the glare and glitter of the scenes of 
dissipation and gayety, through which he passed in theix 
company. From this time his course was rapidly down- 
ward. Extravagant habits, excessive gambling and con- 
tinued intoxication, soon produced their effect npon 
him, and at last, yielding to a temptation too poweiAK 
for his weak nature, and in order to meet a ao-dlM 
'' debt of honor," he forged his father's name for a luJj* 
amount, and fled the country. Of course, detection oi 
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the forgery quickly followed, and the agonized parents 
discovered, when too late, that their affection for theii 
child had blinded them to his faults, and that their over- 
indulgence had gone very far toward producing the 
results which they now deplored. 

The father, however, honored the check which had 
been forged, and the matter did not gain any publicity, 
but, fearful for the safety of his son, and apprehensive 
that he might descend lower in the social scale, he 
employed my agency to ascertain the whereabouts of the 
erring boy, and restore him to his family, when, in 
hopes of a reformation, his past misconduct and crime 
would be forgiven. 

By diligent search, the detection of his flight was 
discovered, and he was traced to Toronto, where he was 
engaged in reckless dissipation, and as I had occasion to 
go to the city upon business, 1 resolved to use my indi- 
vidual efforts toward reclaiming the young man. I 
arrived at Toronto in the evening, and having been 
made acquainted with the habits of the young man, 
I made my first visit, after refreshing myself at the 
hotel, to the rooms of '' The Truf Club/' 

To my intense satisfaction, I was fortunate enough 
to find him there, and, as I had fully expected, engaged 
in play. He was seated at one of the tables, staking his 
money wildly and losing heavily, and as I looked closely 
at him» I noticed an expression of sternness about hit 
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face that indicated an intense inward unrest, ill 
wagered his money recklessly, and as it was repeatedlj 
swept away from him, a fierce, wild glitter would come 
into his eyes, which told too plainly of desporation. I 
stood a little apart from the players, and in a position 
where I could closely watch the young man^ without 
^ittracting his attention, and determined :o await the 
culmination of events. I realized the utter futility of 
attempting to interfere with him at this time, or of rea- 
soning with him while thus engaged. I could not 
arrest him, nor was I desired to do so, and as to the 
money he was losing, I considered that the sooner he 
was dispossessed of it, the more easy would be my taaki 
and the more tractable he would be. 

Steadily he lost, but still with desparate determini- 
tion ho played on. He seemed to be entirely alone 
He exchanged words with no one about him, and ap 
peared to be intensely absorbed in the game that mk 
resulting so disastrously to him. At length, throwing 
down upon the table the last dollar which he possessedi 
he lost again. He sat for a few minutes as if daied by 
the events which had occurred. His face was deathly 
pale, and his eyes glowed fiercely ; he pulled nerrondy 
at his moustaclie, and then, as though his mind hid 
been made up. he rose suddenly from the table, o^itf* 
turning his chair as he did so, and walked up to the 
bar. Here ho called for a glass of liquor, and pouring 
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>nt for himself^ with a trembling hand, a large drink, he 
drained it at a single swallow, and turned to leave the 
room. 

I followed him quietly, and as he reached the side- 
walk, I noticed that he shivered, as if with cold, although 
the evening was very warm. He started ofE at a rapid 
pace, and I had some difficulty in keeping up with him, 
but hastening my steps, I managed to keep him in 
sight. 

Where was he going ? Certainly not to his hotel, for 
that lay in a directly opposite direction. In a short 
time, however, my doubts as to his destination were 
soon solved. He was proceeding directly to the water. 
That calm, white face, and those glittering eyes, were 
the outward indications of a grim despair, which had 
taken possession of him. This young man, whose family 
were agonized at his absence, whose hearts were heavy 
because of his misdeeds, for whom life had opened so 
' brilliantly, was, and there could be no doubt about that, 
about to take his own life. 

Now was my time for action, and as the frensied 
young man reached the water's edge, I stepped quickly 
up behind him, and, laying my hand upon his shoaldtr, 
said in as impressive a tone as I could conunand : 

" George Phillips, what are you about to do f 

He started back suddenly, and gazed wildlj %k 
but did not speak. 
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It was a beautiful evening ; the moon was shining 
brightly overhead and glistening upon the bay, which 
shone like polished silver. The water^ as it splashed 
lazily upon the shore, seemed to make a strange, weird 
music, that was mournful and impressive. We wen 
entirely alone ; behind us gleamed the myriad lights of 
the city, and before us rolled the waters of the bay, and 
as we stood in the full glare of the moonlight, I could 
see the compressed lip, the haggard face, and the bum* 
ing eyes, which were fixed intently upon me. 

Again that shiver shook his frame, but reooveriag 
himself by a strong effort, he asked : 

''Who are you?" 

'^ I am a friend, young man, who would do yoa a 
kindness/' 

'^ Where did you come from, and how do you know 
me?'' he stammered, still surprised at my snddea 
appearance. 

'^ I came from your father and mother, who are safle^ 
ing keenly because of your absence," I answered, as gently 
as possible. 

Tears came into the young man's eyes as I mentionad 
the names of his parents, and, with a choking voice, ha 
again interrogated me : 

" Do you know what I was about to do F** 

'^ Yes, I know all ; I know the crime you have 
mittei ; I know of your flight, of your reckless oondno^ 
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in this city, and of the losses you have made at play, and 
of the foolish intention of your visit here. I saw you 
when you risked and lost your money, and when you 
arose from the gaming table. I followed you. I guessed 
your purpose, and luckily, was in time to frustrate it.** 

The tears were rolling down his cheeks, as I spoke, 
and he clasped his hands nervously in front of him ; 
when I had finished, he turned to me imploringly and 
said : 

'^ What can I do ? I have disgraced my parents and 
have thrown away my chances of success in the world. 
I have not a dollar, and the best thing I can do, is to 
die.'' 

^' Young man, you do not know what you are saying, 
your parents have already forgiven you, there is no pub- 
licity given to your crime, and you will renounce this 
weak and foolish intention, and go home with me.'' 

The young man seemed to be stunned by this infor- 
mation I gave him, but at length he turned to me, and 
grasping my hand, he said : 

" Sir, I do not know who you are, but you have 
saved me from killing myself. An hour ago I would 
have courted death as a happy release. You do not 
know what I have suffered since I took that fatal step, 
and stooped to commit a crime. Ever since I left home 
I have been wild, crazy, always trying to forget what 
could net be forgotten, and then, when I had exhausted 
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all my resonrces, I thought to obtain relief benertb fhi 
waves that lie below us.** 

By reasoning calmly with the young man, I soon 
succeeded in restoring him to a more healthful frame of 
mind^ and when I returned to ^ew York, three days 
afterwards^ George Phillips accompanied me, fully hum- 
bled and sincerely contrite. He was welcomed by hia 
father and mother, with all their love renewed, and from 
that day his course of life was changed. This experi- 
ence, bitter and almost fatal as it was, was the means of 
reforming him thoroughly, and to-day, a middle-aged 
man, with a loving wife and a happy family of children, 
to grace his luxurious home, George Phillips, who^ on 
that moonlight evening in September, endeavored to 
take his own life, is one of the most prominent me^ 
chants of New York. 

That he cherishes a grateful remembrance of my 
efiiorts in his behalf, I am well assured, and ainoe that 
time I have frequently enjoyed hishospitalitji and htfl 
always retained his friendship. 
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CHAPTER ^. 

XT AVIN6 ascertained that it was the custom of the 
■-'"-*- gentlemen whom I now suspected, to spend their 
evenings at the *'Turf Club/' I determined to take Mr. 
Burns to that place, in order to test the fact, whether, 
amid the throng of visitors to that resort, he would be 
able to point out the two men, or any one of them, 
should they be present. John Burns arrived that after- 
noon, and soon, by the aid of a tailoring establishment, 
and the operations of the barber, he was transformed 
into a very respectable looking gentleman, who might 
pass without comment in any society. 

That evening the rooms of the "Turf Club*' were 
ablaze with light. The lower floors were filled with a 
large and promiscuous assembly, and the sounds of laugh- 
ter, and the merry jingling of glasses, mingled harmo- 
niously with the subdued hum of conversation carried on 
by the numerous visitors. The hour was comparacively 
e^rly when we arrived, and as we entered the gorgeuus 
saioon upon the second floor, we found but few people 
engaged in the hazardous pastime. Taking seats m a 
retired corner of the room, we were enable to see with- 
out being seen, and presently the company was aug- 
mented by the arrival of those who from vaiious impal't 
ses, court the favors of the fickle goddess. Fortune, 
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Here was the pnicticed gambler, whose trade is cast 
** upon the hazard of the die ; " hero the well-to-do 
sporting man, who gambles because it is ''the thing" 
to do ; here the dapper clerk, whose salary is insuflScient 
for his extravagant tastes, and who seeks to eke out the 
scanty sum, by sudden winnings which will enable him 
to gratify his appetites and desires, and which not 
infrequently only causes his already meagre resources to 
grow perceptibly and provokingly less. 

All classes of society meet upon the IcTel, in these 
abodes of chance, and the only fraternity which exists is 
that of the single desire of enriching themselves. The 
faro table, when we entered, was entirely deserted, but 
presently several men sat down, and obedient to their 
call, an elegantly dressed and flashy looking young man 
emerged from an inner room and took his seat at the 
dealer's station. As he did so, Mr. Burns, who had 
been intently observing the numerous visitors, and to 
whom this phase of existence was a novelty, caught me 
]^.y the arm, and in an excitable manner exclaimed in a 
whisper : 

''That is one of the men I saw jump from the 
train." 

Here was cause for congratulation indeed. With 
one of the men positively identified and located, I had 
no fears of discovering the others. I resolved, however, 
to make inquiries about this gentleman that would en- 
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sure beyond a doubt the correctness of Mr. Barns' rec- 
ollection. 

My surroundings now possessed for me an additional 
interest^ a;nd I awaited impatiently the entrance of the 
two men Adams had located at the Bosin Hotel. I had 
not long to wait^ for soon I saw entering from a rear 
door the venerable looking gentleman and his young 
companion, who had previously been described to me by 
my operative. I said nothing of this, however, to Mr. 
Burns, preferring to depend entirely upon his memory 
in the matter of identification, and I waited patiently 
for the result. 

These two men appeared to be well acquainted with 
the numerous habitues of the place, and as they care- 
lessly made their way among the players, numerous 
greetings and nods of recognition were exchanged. As 
they drew near to us, Mr. Bums again began to evince 
signs of excitement, and again pulling my arm, he 
said : 

''The youngest of those two men is the other one of 
the two men whom I saw that morning. '^ 

It was as I suspected^ and Mr. Burnet was none 
other than Mr. Oharles Barrett, whose little piece of 
brass metal, taken from his accordeon, and found in the 
baggage car, had led to the results which bad thus far 
been accomplished. As I was compelled to leave Toronto 
on the morrow, to be absent for several days, and as we 
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iiad already secured enongh information to warrant 
intelligent action^ we withdrew from the saloon, and 
proceeded to oar hotel. 

It was arranged that Adams should be furnished with 
f unds^ and should be expensively olothed^ and that he 
should ingratiate himself with the suspected parties, by 
assuming to be a sporting man from the East, who had 
but few cares to occupy his time, and who was living 
comfortably and easily upon his money. This plan was 
put into successful operation upon the following morn- 
ing, and fully equipped for the important part he was 
to play in this matter^ Adams took up his qoarten at 
the Bosin Hotel on the afternoon of that day. After 
registering himself as from Hartford, Oonneotiont, be 
sauntered into the reading room of the hotel, where hd 
saw Burnett and Stewart engaged in conTersation with 
three other gentlemen, one of whom he recogniaed as 
an actor of some prominence, a comedian, who was a 
general favorite with the Toronto public, and was then 
performing at one of the theatres in the city. 

Having witnessed the performances of this gentlamaa 
in New York City, and feeling positive that he wai 
personally unknown to him, he carelessly approaohad 
the group, and during a lull in the aonTersation, h0 
advanced, and, extending his hand, acooated hiuL 

^^Mr. Johnson, how do yon do^ sir P I have not IM 
you for some time." 



A CLEVER EXPRESS ROBBERY. 8^ 

Tho gentleman thus saluted, shook hands with the 
operative, and gazed into his face as though trying to 
recollect him. 

** You have probably forgotten me,*' said the detec- 
tive, " but I met you in Mr. Morrissey^s rooms in New 
York, one evening about a year ago, when you were for- 
tunate enough to win about two hundred dollars from 
me/' 

The operative having been present when the incident 
he mentioned took place, was considerably relieved when 
he saw a smile of recognition steal over the broad fea- 
tures of the comedian. 

" I remember you very well, now,*' said he. " But 
you must excuse me, I have quite forgotten your 
name.*' 

" Edwards, sir, Charles Edwards, is my name,** said 
the detective. 

After this explanation, which appeared to be entirely 
satisfactory to Mr. Johnson, and some inquiries as to 
the length of his stay in Toronto, the actor introiiuced 
him to his friends, and then, in true American fashion, 
ho cemented the acquaintance by inviting tho company 
to drink with him. His invitation being accepted, they 
repaired to the bar-room, where, after the drink had 
been reciprocated by Johnson, the conversation became 
general, and before they separated, Charles Edwards had 
Bufficiently established himself in the good opinio a of 
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iiis nowly found friends, as a sporting man of means aud 
leisure, to bo invited to accompany them to the " Turf 
01 ud " *:hat evening 

Aftaole in his manners and jovial in his convei'sationy 
Adams soon became fast friends with his now associ- 
ates ; was invited to their rooms and introduced tc then 
wives, and so enjoyed an unrestrained intimacy wiih 
them all. During the succeeding few days, the transfer 
of this property was duly made, and Messrs. Burnet, 
Stewart and the faro dealer, whose name was discovered 
to be George Marshall, became duly installed as the pro- 
prietors. 

Many conversations occurred between my operative 
and the several members of the party whose acquaintance 
he had made, but although unhesitatingly proclaiming 
themselves to be sporting men, they never alluded to 
any matter that would afford an opportunity to Adams 
of introducing the subject upon which he was desirooB 
of obtaining information. He noticed, however, they 
appeared to have plenty of money, that their wives 
dressed extravagantly, and wore expensive jewelry.; thai 
they lived sumptuously and appeared to take life very 
easily. He also ascertained that they all appeared to be 
members of a close fraternity, which embraced sevenl 
men well-known for deeds of '' crookedness '' in tha 
United States. 

Que evening while sitting in the reading room of tbe 
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saloon, engaged in conversation with Charles Burnet, 
the attorney who has been previously mentioned as vol- 
untarily offering himself as counsel for the imprisoned 
Martin, entered, and handed to Burnet a note, which, 
upon recognizing the hand writing of the address, he 
instantly tore open and eagerly perused. The contents 
appeared to be far from pleasing, for, as he read the 
information thus conveyed, his brow became clouded, 
and an exclamation of anger burst from his lips. 

After folding the letter up, he turned to the attor- 
ney and engaged in a whispered, earnest conversation, 
which Adams tried in vain to hear. They were, how- 
ever, talking about Martin, whom the lawyer had been 
enabled to extricate from his imprisonment, and who 
had informed Burnett of the interview which had taken 
place between him and Mr. Bangs. He appeared to be 
very much alarmed at the fact of detectives being so 
close upon their track, and apprehensive lest Martin 
might be disposed to tell all he knew. 

This conversation the detective could only catch a 
few disjointed sentences of, but with his knowledge of 
the parties, his intelligence could easily supply the bal- 
ance. 

" We must get away from here for a while, at any 
rate, I am afraid,'^ said Burnett, ^*for fear of accident, 
and I will speak to the others about it at once.'* 

He placed the note in his pocket and started to his 



826 A OLSrEB EXPRESS ROBBSBY. 

feet, apologizing to Adams for leaying him, but alleging 
that important business would require his immediate 
attention. Adams lost no time in informing Mr. Bangs 
of the unexpected turn which affairs had iaken^ a^d my 
general superintendent determined to take decisiTe 
steps, and arrest the suspected men and their assodateB 
that evening. 

Bequisitions had already been obtained for the men 
under their assumed names, and procuring the serrioes 
of the constabulary of Toronto, they at once proceeded 
to the place where the men resided — Burnett and Mar- 
shall living in the building of the " Turf Club," and 
Stewart still remained at the hotel. 

It was on the thirteenth of August when the arrest 
was made, and at about seven o'clock in the evening. 
Without giving any undue publicity of their intentionB, 
the party of ofl&cers and detectives repaired to the 
" Turf Club Hotel," and at once proceeded to take into 
custody all persons in the house. Charles Burnett, or, 
as he was known to us, Charles Barrett^ was the first 
man arrested, and as the officers laid their hands npon 
his shoulder, and he realized the unfortunate position 
in which he then was, he became very much frightened, 
and calling '* murder" three times at the top of his 
voice, attempted ineffectually to break away. It was 
thought that this loud call was intended as a signal of 
warning to the other occupants of the house, and for 
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the purpose of eDabling them to effect their escape In 
order to prevent any movement of that kind being car- 
ried into effect, all the doors and windows of the build- 
ing were immediately guarded, and no one was allowed 
to enter or depart. The police then proceeded to the 
upper floor, where they found Stewart and Marshall, the 
wife of Mr. Burnett and Mrs. Marshall, all of whonr 
were instantly taken in charge, and a thorough search 
of the building was made. The entire party were con- 
ducted to the jail, the house was closed and placed in 
charge of Mr, Bangs, who detailed another operative 
upon my force to retain possession until further orders. 

While these operations were transpiring at the *^ Turf 
Club,^' another force of police repaired to the residence 
of Mr. Johnson, who was suspected of complicity in the 
affair, while a third party paid a visit to the house of 
J. W. Morris, who had been spotted as being in collu- 
sion with the suspected thieves. On arriving at John- 
son's house, the only person found at home was Mrs. 
Johnson, and she was immediately arrested. Her hus- 
band was found upon the street shortly afterwards, and 
the officers immediately took charge of him, and the 
worthy couple were speedily conducted to the prison, to 
keep company with their associates. Morris was not at 
home when the officers arrived, and his house warf se- 
curely closed as though entirely unoccupied. It was 
ascertained, liowever, that he was at a resort for sport* 
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ing inon^ known as Konncdy^s Olub House^ at Broekton. 
Ah Ilia ctipturo was of the utmost importance, prompt 
nu'iisuros wore at once taken to ensare his capture, and 
s(<(Miriiig a oarriago four officers drove as rapidly as pos- 
Hil)l(» to Brockton. 

Qn i(3k as they had been, information of the other arresti 
had already reached the house, and the officers were not 
a nioinoiit too soon. Morris was in the bar-room as they 
(Mit(u*o(l, and immediately suspecting the object of their 
visit, he attempted to effect his escape by the back door. 
He was not fast enough in his movements however, for 
Mr. Irish, the express agent who accompanied the party, 
sprnug forward and grasped him by the shoulders, pull- 
ing him to the floor. The handcuffs were put upon his 
wrists, and without delay he was conducted to the car- 
riago and driven back to the city. The prisoners were 
ilu'ii car(»fully searched, and the result was highly satis- 
fac^lory, affording full proof of their guilt. On the per- 
Bon of Stewart, was found three thousand dollars in five- 
twenty U. S. bonds with the coupons attached, which 
were identified as those stolen from the express com- 
pany. At the club house, a large quantity of valuable 
jewelry, including six diamond rings and two massive 
gold watches and chains was found. About one thou- 
sand dollars in greenbacks was also found iu the safe. 
On the person gf Mrs. Barrett, was found five thousand 
two hundred and fifty dollars in greenbacks, two one 
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thousand dollar XT. S. bonds, a bank deposit check for 
two thoasand five hundred dollars, together with arti- 
cles of jewelry of the most expensive character, including 
diamond earrings and several diamond finger rings. « 

Mrs. Marshall also surrendered money and valuables 
to the amount of two thousand dollars. 

These arrests had been so carefully planned, and bo 
promptly executed, that the prisoners had scarcely re- 
covered from their surprise, before the evidences of their 
guilt confronted them, and for a time they were unable 
to adopt any measures that would operate to their advant* 
age. Their discomfiture was most complete, and crest- 
fallen and sullen, they awaited the legal examination^ 
which had been arranged to take place upon the follow- 
ing morning, and for which they had endeavored to se- 
cure legal counsel in their behalf. 

At the hearing, which took place before Police Mag- 
istrate McNabb, the attempt was first made to secure the 
discharge of the comedian, Johnson, and as there was 
no direct testimony connecting him with the robbery, 
he was set at liberty. 

Fearing the machinations of the man, we attempted 
to have the cases of the others disposed of at once, but 
the magistrate decided to gran^ a contmuance for sev- 
eral days, in order to allow the defendants to procure 
the attendance of alleged witnesses in their behalf. Mr. 
Johnson immediately disappeared, and for a day rr tWQ 
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we heard Dothing of his whereabouts, but rery Bocm Um 
reason of his sadden flight from Toronto was explained 
and the plans of the thieves fully revealed. 

It will be remembered that John Putnam, tho mei- 
ienger who had been attacked upon the train, and whoee 
safes had been broken into, had been kept under the 
strictest surveillance of one of my men, to whom every 
movement of the suspected man was fully known anl 
carefully reported to me. To John Putnam, theretorey 
did Johnson straightway come, on leaving Toronto, and 
from a description previously furnished him, my opeiir 
tive recognized the visitor of the messenger as the lately 
released companion of the imprisoned thieves at Toronto 

On the evening after his arrival, Johnson, in oom- 
pany with Putnam, journeyed to Boston, where, after a 
few hours delay and conference, the two men started for 
Toronto, where thoy arrived in due time. The inten* 
lion of Johupon's visit was now fully understood by Mr. 
Bangs, and he determined to circumvent him if he was 
able to do so. Mr. Putnam had been brought to Oanada 
for the express purpose of becoming a witness in behalf 
of the robbers and of confessing to his own complicity 
in the transaction, which, if admitted by the mogistrattf, 
would have the effect of procuring the discharge of them 
all. 

By the terms of the extradition treaty at that time 
existing between the United States and her Majtst/l 
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Dominions^ embezzlement was not embraced^ and nence, 
if tbe crime for which these men were to be tried could 
be proven to be simply of that nature, the magistrate, 
under his rulings, would not remand them to the author- 
ity of the United States, Embezzlement, under tho 
technical decisions of the law, is the "act ol fraud a*' 
lently appropriating to one's own use, the money or gooda 
entiusted to one's care or management," or in other 
words " larceny by clerks, servants or agents/' There- 
fore, if John Putnam could be induced to go upon the 
stand, and testify to having conspired with these men, 
for the perpetration of this robbery, the crime of which 
they stood confessedly guilty would not be covered by 
the extradition laws then existing, and they would one 
and all be permitted to walk forth free men. 

Mr. Bangs, therefore, procured an interview with 
John Putnam, and in a manner as convincing as it was 
authoritative, placed the case before him. Having pre- 
viously testified to the manner in which he was attacked 
and bound, and having sworn to his own innocence, his 
position upon the witness stand in the present instance 
would brand him with the added stigma of perjury, «nd 
iu case of failure, would resu't seriously to bis disadvan* 
tage. 

This interview was successful in all that was sought 
to be accomplished, and when the hearing was again 
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called, the testimony of John Putnam so much relied 
upon, was not forthcoming. 

In this dilemma^ as unexpected as it was yexatiooSy 
^he attorneys for the prisoners were reduced to the 
direst oxtromitics, and, as a last resort^ they determined 
to ])Iace Johnson himself upon the stand as a witness. 
Johnson's testimony was therefore taken by the magis- 
trate, and he related a story which detailed the events 
which preceded the robbery. In his evidence, he con- 
ncH;(()d both Putnam and himself with the conspiracy, 
roliitod frequent meetings that had taken place between 
tluuu, and the plans which they jointly perfected. 
Kvi^ry detail had been carefully considered, and as a 
nijittor of additional precaution, Putnam had been tried 
frcMjuently beforehand as an experiment, and in order 
i hal, ho would be fully able to simulate tho effects of 
gagging, and tho evidences of the convulsive fit in which 
ho was found on the morning of the robbery. Alto- 
got lior connecting Putnam with the thieves, from the 
conception of the robbery, until its successful execu- 
tion. 

This was a movement for which we had made no 
preparation, and Burn^s sworn testimony, previously 
given to the contrary, was of but little avail. Added to 
this, a decided bias on the part of the magistrate in 
favor of the prisoners, the possibilities of their being 
ronijinded to our keeping was remarkably slim. Subso* 
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quent events fully justified our fears, and at the tonola* 
sion of the trial, the magistrate, in a lengthy and 
specious decision, declined to extradite then), and 
ordered their discharge. 

My disappointment, for I returned to ToiX)nto in 
time to witness the conclusion of the hearing, may be 
imagined^ it cannot be described. After months of 
patient, unremitting labor, and having undoubted proof 
of the guilt of the parties arrested, to have them thus 
summarily taken from my grasp, was a result as far from 
consoling, as I was constrained to believe it was irrecon- 
cilable to a proper interpretation of law. 

It was not, however, in my nature to submit to in- 
justice, if the possibility of overcoming it existed, and the 
services of another justice, Gilbert McMickan, was 
speedily obtained, and his warrants were issued for the 
re-arrest of the parties who had been so questionably 
released. 

I had not entirely lost sight of these gentlemen, and 
[ was perfectly cognizant of their present biding place. 
Consequently, when these warrants were placed in my 
hands, I undertook their recapture with a degree of sat* 
isfaction I could scarcely conceal. The first difiSculty I 
experienced, was in procuring the services of authorized 
officers of Toronto, to serve the warrants and to make 
the arrests, they deeming that they had not the power 
andcr the orders of a magistrate of another court to aot 



334 A CLEVER EXPRESS ROBBERY, 

ill (hat capacity. After considerable diflBculty, hu^oTer, 
I ovL4*came their scruples, and we started apon our cxpe* 
dition. 

The thieves had taken refuge in a small hotel, situa- 
ted at the west end of Front street, known us the Queen's 
Wharf Hotel, where they had lived pretty comfortably 
since the date of their discharge. They wore continu- 
ally alarmed, liowever, by fears of attack, and loudly 
threatened that should any attempt be made to arrest 
them again, they would offer desperate resistance. The 
building in which they had located, was in close proxim- 
ity to the railway trains, and they had perfected arrange- 
ments by which the "iron horse '' would bear them be- 
yond the reach of their pursuers, in case resistance 
should prove of no avail. 

It was between two and three o^clock in the aftar 
noon when the officers made their appearance in com- 
pany with Mr. Bangs and myself. Silently wo encered 
the house, when we learned that the entire party were at 
diTiner. Moving noiselessly to the door of the dining 
room, I quietly turned the knob and threw the door 
quickly open, when three of the officers and mysoU 
rushed into the room, the others having been posted so 
as to cover every means of egress from the building. 
The detectable party were found engaged at their meals, 
each man with a revolver lying beside his plate, but oar 
<juti*^uco bad beeu so sudden aud oo unexpeoted| tint 
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nnilE city of Olaogow^ in Scotland, a hnndred yean 
-^ ago, did not compare in the grandeur of its build- 
ings^ the extent of its manufactories, and the beauty of 
ilH public squares, with the Glasgow of to-day. Twice 
devastated by fire, and peopled with a slow, phlegmatic 
community, its progress was neither rapid nor marvel- 
ouB. Although the locality was first settled about the 
year 560, it was not until the dawning of the 18ih cen- 
tury that the advantageous position of the city for oom- 
mercial pursuits fairly began to affect its fortunes. Sit- 
uated upon a naavigablo river, ihe Olyde, and in the 
immediate vicinity of exhaust less fields of coal and iron, 
this may seem strange to the progressive Americans of 
to-day. Since that time, however, the city has been the 
Boene of numerous inventions and enterprizes by which 
the world has been profitably advanced. In 1718^ the 
[888] 
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first vessel, built upon the Clyde, crossed the Atlantic 
and direct communication was established with America. 
In 1740, Alexander Wilson and John Bain introduced 
the art of type-founding, and their establishment soon 
became the most famous throughout Europe, as well for 
its extent as for the beauty of its productions. Here, 
too, James Watt, then a young man of 27 years, com- 
menced his practical experiments upon the steam-engine, 
which resulted in his splendid improvements of that 
invaluable aid to manufactures. Various new processes 
of dyeing and bleaching were here discovered, and upon 
the introduction of cotton-spinning and the power loom 
in 1793, the progress of the Glasgow manufactures was 
exceedingly rapid. 

Here, too, the first navigable steamship in Europe 
** The Comet ^' was started in the Clyde by Henry Bell, 
in 1812 ; and the use of heated air in the manufacture 
of iron, known as the **hot blast" was first introduced 
in 1828, by which the extensive iron fields in the vicinity 
of Glaigow, hitherto only partially worked, were ren- 
dered fully available. 

My purpose, however, is not to give a history of this 
ancient and important city, but to relate an incident 
which occurred within its limits, during the latter part 
of the 18th century, which was related to me during a 
recent visit to Scotland. 

At that time, there was located at the corner of QIass* 
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ford and Argyle streets, au institution known as ''The 
Sliip Bank of Glasgow." Tbe bank was first opened in 
1750, and for a long period of years was one of the most 
prominent banking institutions of the city, although it 
lias since merged^ with a number of similar corporations, 
into the present ''Union Bank of Scotland/' it enjoyed, 
for a long time^ an enviable reputation and well-desenred 
popularity. 

I'ho destinies of the bank, for many years, were pre- 
sideil over by Robin or Robert Carrick, who, although 
conimoncing life as a poor boy, amassed a fortune of 
noarly a million pounds sterling, during his connection 
witli this institution. 

Of a mean and miserly disposition, his influence 
extended through all the various departments of the 
bank, and which, while it by no means impaired the 
credit of the institution, made it somewhat unpleasant 
to tliose who transacted their business with its manager. 
So mean was he in his deiilings, that it was said, his 
housekccpoi invariably stipulated >nth the greengrocer 
of the place that if any apples or pears should be left 
from the dinner dessert of Mr. Carrick's table, they would 
*' just be taken back " on the following morning to the 
place from whence they came and paid for accordingly. 

Various anecdotes are rela'ed of this eccentrio mac, 
one or two of which are worth repeating. Upon one 
Dcc\uioQ he was waited upon bv a rising customer of tht 
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bank^ who presented a number of bills for discount. 
They all passed the approval of Carrick, with the exceji- 
tion of one^ the largest in amount^ and at this one old 
Robin shook his head doubtfully. 

" Oh, you need not hesitate about him, Mr. Carrick, '* 
said the proposed discounter, '^for he has started and 
keeps his carriage/' 

" Ou aye !'' said Eobin, " I dinna ken aboot that, 
but the question wi' me is, can he keep his legs ?'* 

The bank was a dark, dingy old place, but consid- 
ered a grand establishment in those days. The cashier, 
who transacted the entire business of the bank, sat at a 
small fir desk, with a corresponding wooden stool for his 
seat. Nothing like curtains, or sofas, or carpets, were 
to be seen in the whole premises. One or two of the 
rooms were more like the cells of a police oflScer — so 
cheerless and comfortless an appearance did they pre- 
sent — and the ghost of Robin Carrick might stand 
appalled with astonishment, if he could behold now the 
gorgeous furniture which adorns the banks of modern 
times. 

The cashier in his back shop, — ^room it could scarcely 
be called, — received all deposits, and paid out all the 
money upon checks, and his manner of conducting busi- 
ness would surprise some of our modern bank clerks. 
He kept his money in his desk, and when a check was 
presented for payment, the lid would be lifted, the head 
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of the cashier would disappear, and tben, after a long 
time, during which the notes would be slowly counted 
over many times, the head would emerge, the lid would 
bo shut down with a crash, and the transaction would 
bo entered upon a piece of paper, which was pinned to 
several others, and which constituted the "Blotter ''of 
the bank. 

Tho bank was closed regularly between twelre and 
one o'clock, in order to afford the officials time to look 
over their forenoon's transactions, and to allow the 
clerks to procure their dinners. This was called the 
"TwaF hours," and at precisely one o'clock the doors 
would again be opened, when the business of the bank 
would be resumed. 

These ''Twal' hours'^ were glad moments to the old 
accountant or cashier, who would take his staff in hand 
and toddle over to Archie Ferguson's tavern, at the 
head of Stockwcll street, where he would Bpend the hour 
greatly to his heart's content. Here he would have his 
glass, and sometimes his pint of rum, his lemons, and 
Ills limes. On one occasion, the venerable cashier had 
j)artaken a trifle too freely, and the rum had settled in 
his head, and, as the time drew near, he left the tavern 
with a very unsteady gait, aad proceeded to take his 
wonted position in the bank ohamber. To do this, he 
was required to walk through the dark lobby that led to 
bis room, and as he staggered on holding by the wall to 
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steady himself, he was perceived by one of the young 
clerks of the bank, who offered to guide him to his 
stool, and who, in the most affectionate manner said : 

*'Hae, Mr. Marshall, hold back your head, and open 
your mouth, till I put a peppermint lozenge into it. 
That will keep the smell of the rum from the nose of 
old Robin /^ 

At that moment it happened that Bobin was peeping 
out of one of the apartments close at hand, and overheard 
the conversation. He saw how matters stood at once, and 
his anger was great. The body of the little man quivered 
with rage, as he cried out : 

^^ You'll not deceive me with your peppermint any 
longer, pretending to go for your 'Twal' hours,' and 
coming back in this manner, reeling and staving with 
rum, and bringing discredit on yourself, and disparage- 
ment on tlie bank. If you want to slacken your drouth, 
Mr. Marshall, at twelve o'clock, you must just be content 
to step out to the pump-well at the back court, but never 
lot me see you soaking peppermint and reeking with 
r im any mair in this bank, at your peril/' 

This episode finished the **Twal' hours,'' and there- 
after the business of the bank went on regularly from 
ten until three o'clock, without interruption. 

It was a fact very well known, that Mr. Oarrick waa 
very willing to transact business with respectable High 
land drovers, as he believed that Ship Bank notes, circu* 
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lated in the Highlands^ wonld not come back Tery 
qu'ckly. Once, upon a certain Tuesday, one of these 
Highland drovers came into Mr. Carrick's private room 
with a bill having three days to run before becoming 
due, and requested the money for it. Mr. Carrick readily 
agreed to take tlie bill, remarking, however, that he 
would have to charge a sixpence for discounting it. 

'^Na, na," said the Highlandman, "she maun hae 
a' te siller." 

The Highlanders have a strange fashion of using 
*'8he"to express personality, and one nnnsed to this 
peculiarity of their language, is often confused, as to 
whether the object referred to is male or female. 

'^I can^t do that," replied Carrick ; "the discount 
must be deducted." 

^'Hoot, toot," exclaimed the drover. " She'll pt it 
all herself on Friday ; shus gie her the siller !" 

Carrick, however, was obstinate in his refusal, and so, 
carelessly handed back the bill to the Highlander, and, 
putting on his spectacles, commenced his writing. The 
drover walked slowly to the door, with the bill in hia 
hand, expecting to be called back, but Carrick continued 
writing, without paying the least attention to him. The 
Highlander, having got outside of the door, and findiig 
no call for his return, put in his head and cried out : 

"She'll gie't fir te groat 1 ** (About four ponce ) 

* No, no,'' replied Carrick, "it must be sixpeuce." 
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'*Weel, weel/'' cried the drorer, "if it maan be sac, 
it mann be sae f* and so, the sixpence being deducted, 
the bill was discounted. 

Stretching far away to the north and west of Glasgow, 
rise the Highlands in all their majesty and grandeur. 

For miles these towering mountains raise their rugged 
peaks to the skies, while at their base nestle the little 
Tillages that skirt the waters of the firths and lochs. 
These Highlands are peopled with a hardy, robust race, 
who, even to the present day, affect the manners and 
the customs of the early times. Their language is ex- 
clusively the Erse or Gaelic, and their costume was the 
kilt and hose, the bonnet, and the breeks and plaids. 
Many of them are engaged in herding sheep upon the 
mountains, and these rarely leave their places of abode, 
and are as ignorant of the great world outside, as though 
no such world existed. By far the largest number, 
however, during the fishing season, leave their homes 
and come down to the villages, where they spend their 
days in sleeping or carousing, and their nights upon the 
water. 

The herring fisheries of Scotland are quite extensive, 
and the annual yield is sometimes wonderful; and it 
being generally considered that herrings caught in bays 
and sea lochs are invariably better than those captured 
on the East coast, these Highlanders do a profitable 
business. 

15» 
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As the darkness settles OTer the scene^ as far as tin 
eye can reach are seen myriads of lights, which appear 
like dancing stars upon the water. These are the lan- 
terns which swing from the mast-heads of the fishing 
smacks, in which the hardy fishers are following their 
vocations. 

These fishing villages are very numerous — each cabin 
half concealed by curtains of herring nets, suspended 
from lofty poles to dry, and the beach studded with 
countless boats, while the lakes are speckled with the 
dark-sailed fishing smacks, hastening to commence their 
nightly labor. It seems almost miraculous, that, prolific 
as nature is, she could supply the endless calls upon her 
bounty by those drawers of the seine. 

In general character, the Scotch are a brave, moral 
and industrious people, and in no part of the world are 
life and property more secure than in Scotland. This is 
not so in all cases among the Highlanders. Clanship 
and feuds are retained among them. The ancient divis- 
ions are still maintained, and many of them still wear 
the uniforms which distinguished their ancestors. The 
habits of these people are of the most primitive descrip- 
tion, and the refining infiuences of education and pros- 
peri ty seem to have had but little eflEect upon their mode 
of living. 

When the weather is unfavorable, and the boats can- 
not venture out, broils arising from drink and clanship 
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frequently occur, though they rarely attain the magni 
tudo of a riot. Many times the slightest allusion to old 
clan feuds will precipitate a quarrel between the High- 
lander, the Lowlander and the Islander ; knives will oe 
drawn, and blood flow fast, showing conclusively that 
the fierce dissensions of clanship, which formerly raged 
so violently, are not yet extinct. 

These Highlanders are seldom disposed to be hilari- 
ous, nor is it to be expected that men cradled in chilly 
mists and mountain gloom, will, like the sunny children 
of the south, indulge in the merry laugh or the rollick- 
ing song. Hence, when under the influence of liquor, 
their thoughts instead of running to the gay and joyful, 
tend rather to the hiirsh and dangerous outlets of angry 
disputes and hurtful quarrels. 

The entire country is parceled out into parishes of 
the established Church or Kirk of Scotland. Its form 
is Presbyterian, and its doctrine Oalvinistic. All the 
ceremonies being conducted in the Gaelic language, 
and in each parish is at least one presbyter or min- 
istei. 

Other churches are also maintained, and among the 
Highlanders are found the Baptist, the Methodist, and 
the Eoman Catholic. These churches in some localities, 
are situated at great distances from the habitations of 
their communicants, and many of them walk ten or evan 
fifteen miles to attend Divine worship. 
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It was a dark, cold and dreary morning in Janaary^ 
during the latter part of the 18th century, "■ The Ship 
Bank of Glasgow/^ had opened its doors for the trans- 
action of its daily business, and the gloom which settled 
upon the illy lighted rooms, was only partially relieTed 
by two or three penny candles in tin casements. These 
casements were only cleaned once a week, and only after 
the tallow had gathered upon them until they wore no 
longer pleasant to the eye, nor creditable to :he place. 
After which, it was alleged, the stumps of the candles 
would be used to grease the wheels of the old miser's car- 
riage, and save him the price of oil, otherwise necessary 
for the purpose. The gray-haired old teller was at his 
desk, busily engaged in preparing for the duties of the 
day, when, on looking up from his work, he observed a 
head, apparently that of a Highlander, adorned with 
bonnet and feather, appear at the door, and with cau- 
tious eyes peer into the gloomy building. As the tellei 
raised his head, that of the Highlander was irstantly 
withdrawn, and suddenly disappeared. 

Wondering at this strange proceeding, the teller 
was about to investigate further, when the door slowly 
opened, and the tall gaunt form of a Highlander in full 
rostumc, stalked stealthily into the room, and with meaf« 
ured steps approached the desk. The visitor was fully 
six feet in height, with a lean and hungry visage, and 
appe^recl to \^ greatly fatigued, tie w^s dressed in i| 
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weather-beaten bonnet, from which streamed a tattered 
turkey feather, a dingy plaid or scarf, a kilt which had 
evidently seen rough service, while his hose and garters, 
wh*ch reached to his knees, and displayed the dingy bare 
skin above them, showed frequent darning. Before him 
hung a tattered " sporran maloch,'' while at his knee 
was seen the inevitable ^^skeindhu." 

With cautious manner and solemn visage, he 
approached the teller, and then, taking from his " spen- 
chan " (a small bag or pouch) a folded piece of paper, he 
laid it upon the desk without uttering a word. 

The teller, upon unfolding the document, found, to 
his surprise, that it was a check upon the bank for two 
thousand pounds, given by a well-known depositor of 
the bank, and with number and signature unquestion- 
ably correct. 

In those days it was the custom to ask a great many 
questions, and a person who went into a bank for the 
simple changing of a note, was very fortunate if he 
escaped without giving his entire pedigree to the inqnie^ 
itive official. 

After adjusting his spectacles and critically examin- 
ing the piece of paper, the teller, turning to the waiting 
Highlander, addressed him : 

" Who did you get this from ?" 

In his broken Scotch dialect^, t)^e Qighlai44^ Aik*4 
in a qujcki wxious tone ; 
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'* la it no recht 'r' 

*'0h : yes," replied the teller, ** it is all right, bat 

who did you get it from ?" 

*^ Frae the mon who made it," answered the High- 
iandor, seemingly relieved by the answer to his first ques- 
tion , 

'^ That won't do,^*said the teller. " I must know who 
you got it from, for fear there may be something wrong 
about it." 

''IIo, na !*' exclaimed the Highlander, ** there be 
naetbing wrang aboot it." 

'Miut I will have to have the name of the drawer,** 
insinted the toller, ^^or I cannot pay you the money, *' 

" Well, then, it's Mr. Osborn, if I maun tell ye,** 

'^ Who is he ?" inquired the teller. 

Trio Highlander, apparently growing impatient and 
indignant at tliis system of questioning, exclaimed, as 
lio oxlonded his hand : 

'' Well, gie it me back and she'll tak it away 
again." 

He was about to snatch the check from the hands of 
tluj teller, when that officer drew back, and said : 

^^ Oh, no, there is no necessity for that, I only want 
to know if it is all right, and I will take it to the 
caahier." 

" Weei, weel," testily replied the Highlander, **yell 



hae to be quick aboot it, for I'm in a ie'il of a 
hurry." 

The man evinced a degree of nervousness which 
excited the suspicion of the always suspicious teller. He 
gazed stealthily around, as though fearing the entrance 
of some one, and altogether, acted as if he was apprehen- 
sive of some danger. This might have been because he 
was unused to the collection of such a large amount of 
money, and reasoning thus, the teller went into the lit- 
tle office occupied by Robin Garrick. 

Mr. Carrick examined the check carefully, but there 
could be no doubt of its genuineness ; Mr. Osborn, the 
drawer, was a heavy depositor, whose account was worth 
retaining, and to refuse to pay one of his checks, might 
lead to the withdrawal of his business. So reasoned old 
Bobin, as he handed back the paper to his clerk, say- 
ing: 

" Well, we have nothing to do but to pay. The 
check is all right and the money must be paid." 

"But," urged the doubtful teller, "the man's man- 
ner is suspicious, and I thought there might be some- 
thing wrong. He has answered all my questioni, 
however, and I don't know what to do." 

Robin raised himself from his chair, and going to the 
door- way, he gazed scrutinizingly at the Highlander, 
who was impatiently awaiting the deyelopmeot of 
affairs. 
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'' Well, well r said Robin at lait, " this is an eztra^ 
ordinary case^ but the signature is good, and we mnal 
pay the money." 

The teller, shaking his head, returned to his desk, 
and slowly and carefully counting out the required 
amount, handed it to the Highlander, who, muttering 
Bome half articulate words of acknowledgment, turned 
and went out of the door. 

No sooner had the Highlander taken his departore 
than Mr. Garrick appeared in the front of the offioe 
accompanied by a boy connected with the establishment^ 
whom he directed to follow the man, and ascertain 
where he went to, so that he might be found in case any 
difficulty should arise. 

The figure of the Highlander was easily perceived 
among the pedestrians upon the street, on account <Kf 
the peculiarity of his dress, but had the boy been suffl- 
ciently acute, he would have noticed that another man, 
of about the same description and dress, was waiting 
and watching upon the opposite side of the street 

As the man who had drawn the money crossed oyer 
the thoroughfare and passed his waiting friend, some 
words uttered in a low tone were exchanged, and then 
the Highlander, turning into Argyle street, walked I9S^ 
idly away, followed by the boy, whose short legs ren- 
dered it impossible for him to keep np with the long 
itridos of the man before him, without running. 
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Quickly strode the Highlander, followed by the 
breathless boy, until, reaching Patrick, now one of the 
suburbs of Glasgow, about five miles distant, when the 
exhausted youth, unable to proceed further, gave up the 
pursuit and walked slowly to the bank, passing the other 
Highlander on his way, and reported. 

Had he continued farther he might have seen these 
two men join company, shortly after leaving Patrick, 
and then together pursue their way. On they went, 
through the open country, through Dumbarton, whose 
fortress in ancient times possessed such historical inter- 
est. Once the prison of the Scottish hero Wallace, cap- 
tured hy Bruce, and afterwards reduced by the Earl of 
Argyle. Here, too, James V. made his residence, and 
its gloomy walls were often graced by visits from the 
fair and erring Queen — *^ tbe peerless Mary.'' On they 
went, passing around the base of Ben Lomond, whose 
ruggel and precipitous form rises to the height of over 
three thousand feet, and from whose summit can be 
seen the huge form of Ben Nevis, the broad Atlantic, 
and the distant cities of Glasgow and iidinburg, until 
their forms were finally lost in the mists and gloom of 
the Highlands, and in the dark shadows of the tower- 
ing Ben Nevis. 

4> It m m m * 

A month elapsed before the hank received any tidings 
of the mysterious check, or heard the particulars of the 



HU A FRA OMENT. 

strange transaction. One morning in February suo- 
cceding that event, Mr. Osborn entered the bank, and, 
after conversing a few moments with the teller, he waa 
ushered into the presence of the venerable Robin Carrick. 
The subject of the check and its payment naturally 
formed the topic of conversation, and from Mr. Osborn 
the following facts in relation to it were gleaned : 

Mr. Osborn was a genial well-to-do merchant of 
Glasgow, whose business thrived amazingly under his 
energetic management. But the confinements of com- 
merce illy accorded with his active and restless dispo- 
sition, and he would frequently run away from its 
engrossing and exacting cares, and indulge in a week's 
hunting in the mountains. In pursuit of this sport, he 
would travel long distances fromhome, and, either alone 
or in the company of his friends, would enjoy the pleas- 
ures of the chase, until the requirements of trade 
rendered his presence at his counting room a neces- 
sity. 

One day he had started with a party of friends, and 
the excitement of the pursuit was so absorbing, that at 
nightfall he found himself separated from his compan- 
ions, and in a locality entirely unknown to him. 

He turned to retrace his steps, but soon, to his dii* 
may, he discovered that he had lost his way^ and a 
return was impossible. 
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Weary and footsore, he traveled on, but no familiar 
locality or place of refuge greeted his sight. 

About midnight a terrific storm, which had been 
gathering during the day, broke with relentless fury. 
The wind howled and shrieked through the ravines, 
with an unearthly sound. The tall trees rocked to and 
fro beneath the blast. Bain and snow fell in torrents, 
and the luckless hunter was drenched to the skin. 
Shivering with the cold, and faint with hunger, he was 
about to yield to a sense of drowsiness, that was fast 
overcoming him, when he saw the tall form of a robust 
Highlander approaching. From his dress, he recognized 
him at once as one of the clan McPherson, or the " black 
clan,^' as they were called, from the sombre hues of their 
apparel. 

The Highlander, with giant strides, was stalking 
firmly along as if defying the elements, and would have 
passed him by unnoticed, had not Mr. Osborn called out 
to him, in a weak faltering voice for help. 

The Highlander, hearing the sounds of distress, 
stopped, and although he could speak but little English, 
offered to conduct the stranger to his cabin. This offer 
was eag^dy accepted by the exhausted hunter, and sus- 
tained IJy the strong arm of his hardy guide, he soon 
found himself approaching a rude hovel or " bothy," as 
it is called. On entering the hut the man set about 
preparing a repast for his companion, and of which the 
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almost famished man ate ravenonsly. Bemoving lit 
dripping garments, and attiring himself in some cast-off 
and not very cleanly apparel of his host, Mr. Osborn 
sought his couch and soon sunk into a heavy slamber, 
A^liich lasted far into the succeeding day. 

As he opened his eyes and looked around him, he 
Baw three figures sitting hefore a hlazing peat fire, smok- 
ing their pipes, and silently sipping their hot toddy, the 
fumes of which greeted his nostrils with a flavor that 
produced a thirst for a glass of the same invigorating 
noctar. 

His conductor of the night before, on hearing a 
inovoment in the direction where he lay, turned sud- 
denly around, and finding Mr. Osborn awake, arose, 
and without uttering a word, filled him a glass of the 
smoking beverage, which by a sign he directed him to 
drink. After draining the aromatic liquor, Mr. Osborn 
arose, and finding his clothing dried and lying beside 
his cot, he proceeded to invest himself with them, and 
having fully dressed he approached the table. 

Ilis host immediately prepared a repast, which, 
though homely, was relished by those who sat around 
the board, who did ample justice to what was set before 
them. 

Mr. Osborn felt no ill effects from his exposure of 
the niglit before, and expressed himself as desirous of 
returning to his friends, and of being shown the way, at 
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As this journey had to be made Dn foot, two daye 
longer elapsed before the check was duly drawn and 
signed, and handed to the Chief. 

Then arose the question of its collection, and finally 
the important piece of paper was entrusted to two of the 
men, who started off to walk to Glasgow, nearly eighty 
miles distant, in order to obtain the money for it. 

During their absence, another week elapsed, throngh 
all of which time, Mr. Osborn was harassed by most 
conflicting emotions. At length, however, they re- 
turned with joyful faces ; the money was divided, and 
then Mr. Osborn was escorted by the Highlanders some 
distance on his journey, when after directing him the 
way he should go, they halted, and threatening to take 
his life, if he divulged their hiding place, or attempted 
their capture, they bade him march on. 

They then left him, and Mr. Osoom returned home, 
a sadder and poorer man, and with his regard for the 
Highlanders considerably diminished. 

On reaching Glasgow, regardless of their threats, he 
immediately informed the anthorities of his adventure, 
and his loss, and steps were at once taken to discover 
tlie robbers. 

All efforts proved futile, however, and persistent in- 
quiries developed the fact that the entire party had 
sailed for America, and since that time nothing further 
has ever been heard of them. 
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Robin Oarrick with his millioDS of wealth hi 
away, Mr. Osbom has been gathered to his fatl 
Ship Bank has ceased to exist, and whether thes 
land robbers ever reached their destination, 
sleep beneath the waves of the ocean, Hill ] 
known. 
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to give an unusual interest to the works of this eminent Southern, authoress. 



St. Elmo $2 OO 

Vashti 200 

Infelice 200 



Beulah -. $1 75 

Macaria i 75 

Inez I 75 

At the Mercy of Tiberius. .. 200) 

Popular Editions. 

Beulah $i oofMacaria %l 00 

Inez I 00 

ST. ELMO, Magnolia Edition, 2 vols, Svo„ Magnificently Illustrated 
with 30 Photogravure and Half -tone Engraving; s. Per set, $6.oa 

Julie P. Smith's Novels. 

** The novels by this author are of unusual merit, uncommonly well written, dercr, 
and characterized by great wit and vivacity. They are growing popular and more popular 
every day." 



Widow Goldsmith's Daugh- 
ter $1 50 

Chris and Otho i 50 

Ten Old Maids 150 

Lucy I 50 . 

His Young Wife i 50I 



The Widower |i 50 

The Married Belle i 50 

Courting and Farming. .... i 50 

Kiss and Be Friends i 50 

Blossom Bud i 50 



Marlon Harland's Novels. 

** The Novels of Marion Harland are of surpassing excellence. By intrinsic power 
Of character-drawing and descriptive facility, they hold the reader's attention with the 
Most intense interest and fascination. 



Alone $1 50 

Hidden Path 150 

Moss Side 150 

Nemesis.... 150 

Miriam 150 

Sunny Bank 150 

Ruby's Husband i 50 

{iXlASX ff^.^^... 150 



My Ltttle Love $1 50 

Phemie's Temptation i 50 

The Empty Heart i 50 

From My Youth Up i 50 

Helen Gardner i 50 

Husbands and Homes. i 50 

Jessamine i 50 

True^Ste^.., i jq 



A FMAGMJOT. 

As this joomej luid to be nuide ya iao^ two di^ 
longer ekpsed befoie the check was dnly dnwn and 
signed, and handed to the ChieL 

Then aroee the question of its coDection, and finallj 
the important piece of paper was entnuted to two of the 
men, who started ^S. to walk to Glasgow^ nearfy dgfaty 
miles distant, in order to obtain the money for it. 

Dnring their absence, another week elapsed, throa|^ 
ail of which time, Mr. Osbom was faaraswd bj most 
conflicting emotions. At length, howerer, th^ le- 
tamed with jojfnl facas ; the monej was diTided, and 
then Mr. Osbom was escorted br the HigUandos some 
distance on his jonmej; when a&er directing him the 
waj he sboTili go, thej halted, and threatening to take 
his life, if he dirnlged their hiding j^aoe, or attempted 
their capture, thej bdMie him march on. 

Thej tbei: left him, and Mr. Osoora returned hone, 
I sadder ai.d poorer man, and with his regard for th« 
HigblarideTS orjnrAeTzblj diminished. 

Oa reaching Gla^ow, itgarifes of their thicsaia, h« 
inmi€i(iia:A:T informed the anihoi^tics ci hk adTCBtai^ 
and his !>5s, and sieps were at <mce ukis to 
the r:>bbers. 

AL efforts prored fndle, ho»e%«, 
^nirles drxtlop&i ihe faci that tie cmtare paitr 

8a:!e5 f:r Aii-r-ja. '^i ^^^ 




BoUn Oorrick with hia millions of niiul'lh t 
uway, Mr. OBbom has been gathered to hia fathers, the 
Ship Bunk h&s ceased to exist, aod whether these High- 
land robbers ever reached their destinatioa, or 
eteep beneath the wares of the ooeau, vill nerer ) 

k&OWK. 



G. HT. DILUNGHAM CO:S PUBUCATIONB. 



Augusta J. Ivarui' Novels. 

** Wko has not read with ran dalight the* noveb of AugiisU Bimiii? M«r iMm 
ironderful. and fascinating style; the profound depths to wliieh she sinkt the prob e into 
human nature, touching its most sacred chords and springs ; the intense intevsst thrown 
around her characters, and the very marked pecttUarities of her principal ngurss, oonspira 
to give an unusual interest to the works of this eminent Soathen^ nBtn or tsi . ^ 



St Elmo laoo 

Vashti 200 

Infelice 200 



Beulah ^••••^ |i 75 

Macaria. i 75 

Inez I 75 

At the Mercy of Tiberius... 2 0o| 

Popular Editions.* 

Beulah $1 oo|Macaria...«.....^ |l 00 

Inez X 00 

ST. ELMO, Magnolia Edition, 2 vols. Bvo., Mt^gnific^mtfy nim^raUd 
with 30 Photogravure and Half-tone Engravings. Pit jW, |6yaa 

Julie P. Smith's Novels. 

** The novels by this author are of unnsnal merit, pncommonly wsfB written, daVH^ 
and characterized by great wit and vivacity. They m« growing po|»iilMr and mon pOfwlMT 
every day.'* 



Widow Goldsmith's Daugh- 
ter |i 50 

Chris and Otho I 50 

Ten Old Maids 150 

Lucy X 50 

His Young Wife x 50 



The Widower. |x 50 

The Married Belle x 50 

Courting and Farming. .... x 50 

Kiss and Be Friends • x 50 

Blossom Bod x 50 



Marlon Hariand's NovelSn 

••The Novels of Marion Harland areof snrpafsinff eaoellence. Bylntrinsfe Mvitf 
V character-drawing and descriptive facility, they iMMd the reader's attention wilk tho 
It intense interest and fascination. 

My LtttleLove |i 50 

Phemie's Temptation x 50 

The Empty Heart. 150 

From My Youth Up x 50 

Helen Gardner x 50 

Husbands and Homes. x 50 

Jessamine 150 

Tru^^St^.., Xj9 



Alone $1 50 

Hidden Path X50 

Moss Side X 50 

Nemesis I 50 

Miriam 150 

Sunny Bank X 50 

Ruby's Husband i 50 

AtL^st ^••^•^^^•. xjo 



G. IV. DTLLINGHAM CO:S PUBLICATIONS. 



Albert Ross' Novels. 

New Cloth Bound Editions. 

** There is a f;reat difference between the productions of Albert R.«ss and those df 
Bome of the sensational writers of recent date. When he depicts vice he does it with an 
artistic touch, but he never makes it attractive. Mr. Ross* dramatic instincts are stxoai^ 
liis characters become in his hands living, moving creatures*" 



Thou Shalt Not $i oo 

His Private Character. ..... i oo 

Speaking of Ellen loo 

Her Husband's Friend i oo 

The Garston Bigamy i oo 

Thy Neighbor's Wife ...... i oo 

Young Miss Giddy i oo 

Out of Wedlock i oo 

Young Fawcett's Mabel. ... i oo 

His Foster Sister i oo 

The Naked Truth...... i oo 



In Stella's Shadow |i oo 

Moulding a Maiden i oo 

Why I'm Single i oo 

An Original Sinner i oo 

Love at Seventy. , i oo 

A Black Adonis loo 

Love Gone Astray i oo 

Their Marriage Bond i oa 

A New Sensation i oo 

That Gay Deceiver ! .^ % . . , , i op 
Stranger Than Fiction {New) i o^ 



John Esten Cooke's Works. 

^ *' The thrilling historic stories of John Esten Cooke must be classed amonc the l 
and most POPULAK of all American writers. The great Contest between the States was the 
-theme he chose for his Historic Romances. Following until the close of the war the foi^ 
tunes of Stuart, Ashby, Jackson and Lee, he returned to * Eagle's Nest/ his old hom^ 
where, in the quiet of peace, he wrote volume after volume, intense in dramatic interest,*' 



Surry of Eagle's Nest $i 50 

Fairfax i 50 

Hilt to Hilt I 50 

Beatrice Hallam 150 

Leather and Silk i 50 

Miss Bonnybel I 50 

Jut of the Foam i 50 



Hammer and Rapier $1 50 

Mohun I 50 

Captain Ralph i 50 

Col. Ross of Piedmont i 50 

Robert E. Lee i 50 

Stonewall. Jackson i 50 

Her Majesty the Queen. ... i 50 



A. 8. Roe's Novels. 

*' There is no writer of the present day who excels A. S. Roe, in his pnrtlcnkr Kne of 
fiction. He is distinguished by his fidelity to nature, his freedom from a£Eectatkm. Ui 



sympathy with the interests of everyday existence and his depth and ainoeritj of f( 
His stories appeal to the heart, and strengt hen and refresh it." 



True to the Last $1 50 

A Long Look Ahead 150 

The Star and the Cloud. . . . i 50 

I've Been Thinking i 50 

How Could He Help It i 50 

I^ike and y alike ..*«« i jo 



To Love and To Be Loved..|i 50 

Time and Tide i^ 

Woman Our Angel i ^ 

Looking Around i ^ 

The Cloud on the Heart. ... i 50 
Resolution .^ ng 



•-•-• •• •-•«• 



G. n^. DILLINGHAM CO:S PUBUCATIONS. 



Arthur Henry Veyaey. 

**Mr. Veysey*K mode of es|Mre«kMI tboivs tiM tpMt wA fMoItjr of Ml MtiHt. Sli 

manner of developing an idea and leading «p to • aifatioa li tiljlr dnunatic — d of %md^ 

Dating originality.'' 

Cheque for Three Thougwid.$i oo|A Pedigree in Pawn ti ai; 

The Two White EJephants. . i aslHats Off {Nm.) I 29 

Wm. Le Queinu 

*' Since the day of Wilkle Collint there bat not beaa • wrilar alia to tonp «p n anrf 
tery as cleverly as Mr. William Le Queux. Ha pouenoft tho art of waaving fomancaa tMt 

enthral the reader to the last page* 

If Sinners Entice Thee %i 5o|The Day of Temptation. ...fi 50 

The Bond of Black. I 50I 

Josh Billings. 

His Complete Writings, Biography and 100 Illiislintioiit s 00 

Artemus Ward. 

Complete Comic Writings— Revised Edition, with sS fbO ^ge 

Illustrations and Photogravure Frontispiece. ••••••• aoo 

Cells E. Gardner's Noveis. 



** Miss Gardner*s works are becoming more and mora popiilar 
will continue to be popular long after many of our pceeant favocita writMa'ava 




Stolen Waters (In verse). . ..$1 50 
Broken Dreams do .... i 50 
Compensation do .... i 50 
A Twisted Skein do . • , • i 50 
Tested 150 



RichMedway $150 

A Woman's Wiles. i jo 

TerraceRoses • 150 

Seraph— or Mortal 150 

Won Under Protest (AM>. 1 $0 

Captain Mayne Reid's Works. 



** Captain Mayne Raid's works are of an intenady intarestfatgaadfMdlMfiac 
Mesrly all of them being founded upon aooM hietmeal avaott tlMy jpeor'^ " ' 
/alue while presenting a thrilling, eamear, dashing fictioo aorposMa by 
day.* 



The Scalp Hunters » • • fi 50 

The Rifle Rangers i 50 

The War Trail i 50 

The Wood Rangers i 50 

The Wild Huntress 150 

The Maroon 1 50 

The Headless Horseman.. 150 
The Rangers and Regulators i jo 



The White Chief |i 50 

The Tiger Hunter. 150 

The Hunter's Feast 150 

Wild Life 150 

Osceola, the Semin<^ 150 

The Quadroon I 50 

The White Gauntlet I 50 

LostLenore..-*««*f*«f««« t 5a 



G. W, DILLINGHAM CO.'S PUBLICATION 

Victor Hugo's Great Novel. 

Les Miserables — Translated from the French. Unabridge 

Mother Truth's Melodies. 

A Kindergarten of the most useful knowledge for chil< 
with 450 Illustrations, Mrs. E. P. Miller 

Children's Fairy Geography. 

With hundreds of illustrations. Cloth bound 

Bound in boards 

Miscellaneous Works. 

Gettysburg, Then and Now. By J. M. VandersHce 

The Story of The Rough Riders. By Edward Marshall . . . 

A Village Ophelia. By Anne Reeve Aldrich 

A Princess of Vascovy. By John Oxenham 

The Return of The O'Mahony. By Harold Frederic. . . . . 

Andree at The North Pole. By Leon Lewis 

Waters that Pass Away. By N. B. Winston 

Helena. By H. S. Irwin 

Hollow Bracken. By Hanson Penn Diltz • 

Not on the Chart. By Algernon Sydney Logan 

His Own Image. By Alan Dale 

As the Hart Panteth. By Hallie Erminie Rives 

Bound by the Law. By Kate Thyson Marr 

God's Pay Day. By Edgar Clifton Bross 

Merivale, or Phases of Southern Life. By James Robertsl 

Cyrano de Bergerac. By M. Rostand. 

The Rainbow Feather. By Fergus Hume 

Houses of Glass, By Wallace Lloyd, M. D 

Rondo. By Cyril Norman 

The White Devil of Verde. By Lucie France Pierce 

Flames and Ashes. By Alice de Carret 

True Detective Stories, From Pinkerton Archives. Mol 
My Friend the Captain. By W. L. Terhune. Illustrated. 
An American Citizen. By Madeleine Lucette Ryley.. . . . 

Two Odd Girls. By John A. Peters 

Yetta Segal. By Horace J. Rollin , , . , 



iWMfifll 
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TME aORROWEH WILL H CHAROBD 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
MOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NOH4ECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOCS NOT EXEMPT THE 
OH OVERDUE FEES. 
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